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GRE

Day 1 Behind every successful man there's a lot of unsuccessful years.

abandon [ bænd n] (1)v. to leave and never return to 
(2)v. to give over unrestrainedly 

desert, relinquish

The agency was responding to Republican Gov. Chris Sununu's announcement that it was time to abandon
and has since called on all parties to agree on a plan that has community support.

abate [ be t] v. to become weaker mitigate

After the storm pounded the Texas coast, it crept inland and then stopped moving, as if mired in mud, and its torrential rains are 
not expected to abate for many days.

abbreviate [ bri:vie t] v. to make shorter 

The fact that Mr. McConnell felt compelled to actually abbreviate
very idea, underscored the seriousness of his party’s plight.

aberration [ æb re n] n. something that is unusual or unexpected anomaly

We tend to see any deviation from that pattern as an unfortunate aberration.

abet [ 'bet] v. to actively second and encourage instigate

The researchers theorized that people in power focus so keenly on their own prerogatives that they become oblivious to those 
around them and that their subordinates, not wanting to provoke the boss, abet this process.

abeyance [ 'be ns] n. a state of temporary inactivity quiescence

Prosecutors urged the U.S. Court of abeyance 
until the Supreme Court can weigh in on her husband’s.

abnegation [ æbn ge n] n. denial especially: self-denial 

Yet for true global ruination, many other nations would need to abnegate their moral obligation to protect the planet.

abound [ ba nd] v. to be present in large numbers or in great quantity proliferate

Unsurprisingly, conspiracy theories abounded immediately after the hack.

abridge [ 'br d ] v. to shorten in duration or extent 

abridged accounts

absolute [ æbs lu:t]

to life was an absolute

absolve [ b z lv] v. to make free from guilt, responsibility, etc. exonerate 

Finding that the phone wasn’t in use at the time wouldn’t necessarily absolve Miller of wrongdoing, but it could lessen the degree 
of alleged negligence or recklessness in manslaughter.

absorbing [ b s :b ] s attention 

But again, despite this or that puzzler, it was an absorbing

abstemious [ b sti:mi s] austere, moderate

abstemious virtue amid carnivorous abundance.

abstinence ['æbst n ns] n. the practice of not doing or having something that is wanted or

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has supported the barriers, which coincide with a religious requirement 
for abstinence from alcohol.

abstract ['æbstrækt]

(3)n. a brief written statement of the main points or facts in a longer
report, speech, etc. 
(4)v. to obtain or remove from a source 
(5)v. to draw away the attention of 

general
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The show suggests that the rise of abstract art as a paradigm, after the Second World War, opened up possibilities for women, 
precisely because it masked personal identity. 

abstruse [ b stru:s] esoteric, arcane, 
recondite

By the time she stepped down, code breaking had become dauntingly computerized and relied on abstruse techniques of higher 
mathematics.

absurd [ b s :d]

The local population from Brazil to Mexico lives with a level of state-sponsored and social violence that reaches absurd levels.

abundance [ b nd ns] n. a large amount of something glut

The No. 1 reason coal and nuclear power plants are closing is that they are being priced out of the electricity market by an 
abundance of cheap natural gas pumped from

abuse [ (1)v. to treat in a harsh or harmful way 
(2)v. to use wrongly 
(3)n. a corrupt practice or custom 

misuse

The United Nations released a report detailing the Burmese government’s human rights abuses against the long-suffering 
Rohingya Muslim minority in Rakhine state.

accelerate [ k sel re t] (1)v. to move faster 
(2)v. to cause to happen sooner or more quickly 

The Ozark Radio Network reports that items taken during a search of the home and surrounding area included a meat grinder, a 
knife and 26 bottles of lye, which can be used to accelerate the breakdown of bodily tissue.

accept [ k sept] v. to endure without protest or reaction 

The angry and even vulgar reaction of the Israeli delegate is reminiscent of a country that is unable to accept that other religions 
and cultures exist that in these holy lands.

accessible [ k's s bl]

According to the terms of the proposed draft order, every taxi in Los Angeles would have to become accessible via a mobile 
application similar to the ones used by Uber and Lyft. 

accession [æk se n] (1)n. the act or process by which someone rises to a powerful and 
important position 
(2)n. adherence 

acquiescence

This week, the magazine publishes Robert A. Caro’s account of Lyndon Johnson’s accession to the Presidency after the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy. 

acclaim [ kle m] v. to praise in a very strong and enthusiastic way hail

acclaim

accommodate [ 'k m de t]

(2)v. to make room for 

facilities can accommodate their cultural needs, according to the poll.

accustomed [ 'k st md]

New Yorkers are accustomed to things disappearing. Every week, it seems, some beloved old diner, art-supply store, or punk 
den folds, to be supplanted by a CVS

acerbic [ s :b k] mordant, vitriolic, 
caustic, cutting, 
scathing, harsh 

acerbic style, the 
implication was clear.

acknowledge [ k n l d ] (1)v. to say that you accept or do not deny the truth or existence of  
(2)v. to regard or describe (someone or something as having or 
deserving a particular status 

concede

The ministry also urged Pyongyang to accept talks over its nuclear program and acknowledge that abandoning its nuclear 
ambitions is the only way to guarantee its security and economic development.

acquiescence [ ækwi esns] n. passive assent or agreement without protest accession
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It is likely that these numbers are even higher in rural areas where few studies are conducted, few cases reported—either out of 
fear or in acquiescence to cultural realities.

activism
['ækt v z m] n. a doctrine or practice that emphasizes direct vigorous action 

Activism, like alcoholism, can distract a writer from the demands of her desk.

acumen [ n] n. the ability to think clearly and make good decisions shrewdness

The New Jersey governor said that Trump's "totally genius business acumen" would set him apart from all previous Presidents.

acute
[ incisive, severe

acute grammarian of desire.

ad hoc
[,æd'h k]

At an ad hoc

addiction [ d k n] n. an usually great interest in something or a need to do or have 
something 

One of the most effective ways of treating those addictions is by identifying and removing the catalysts.

adhere [ d'h ] v. to give support or maintain loyalty 

These days, the Fed appears to have come around to the idea that bankers must adhere to all their regulatory requirements, 
even the ones that come from other regulators.

admirable [ ædm r bl]

Notionally, helping Ukraine is admirable, but the lack of public discussion and suddenness of this announcement are worrisome.

admonish [ d'm n ] (1)v. to speak to in a way that expresses disapproval or criticism 

(2)v. to tell or urge to do something 

scold

The boom is itself ironic, since it follows so close on the heels of last winter's energy crisis, when the Conservative Gov't. had to 
institute a 3-day workweek, threaten gasoline rationing and admonish, by way of the media, to "switch off something now."

adopt [ d pt] (1)v. to take a child of other parents legally as your own child 
(2)v. to begin to use or have 

foster

Instead, they need to adopt
slowly without leaving behind a trail of destruction.

adroit [ dr t] nimble, dexterous, 
deft, acumen

Some amalgam of fear, anxiety, and a desperate need to conform renders her both a keen observer and an adroit imitator.

adulation [ le n] approbation, 
sycophant

The request for a rapprochement wasn't merely a bid for praise and adulation, although with Trump there is always some of that 
involved.

advanced [ d v :nst]

I’ve completed an advanced health directive and given a copy to my palliative-care specialist.

advantage [ d v :nt d ] (1)n. a good or desirable quality or feature 

The bill would also implement a point system that would rank applicants seeking to come to the U.S. for work and give an 
advantage to immigrants who already speak English.

adversarial [ ædv se ri l] antagonistic

adversarial 
witnesses.

adverse [ ædv :s] unfavorable
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It funded research at the Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation and at the Worcester Foundation for Experimental Biology, 
adverse effects from consumption of cyclamates in rats.

advocate [ ædv ke t] (1)n. a person who argues for or supports a cause or policy 
(2)v. to support or argue for 

Lydia Guzman, an immigrants-rights advocate
Maricopa County sheriff, last night.

aesthetic [i:s et k]

reels. But in this prosaic pursuit they sometimes kick loose aesthetic revelation.

affable [ æf bl] easygoing, cordial, 
genteel

The most affable character, new to the franchise, is a chimp who, after a long spell in a zoo, speaks English—voiced by Steve 
Zahn—rather better than he gibbers or howls.

[ 'f l et] (1)v. to associate as a member 
(2)n. an organization that is a member of a larger organization 

[ f n ti] (1)n. a feeling of closeness and understanding that someone has for 
another person because of their similar qualities, ideas, or interests 

(2)n. likeness based on relationship or causal connection 
(3)n. liking for or an attraction to something 

Considering local city planners’ apparent  toward off-camber turns, oddly-angled intersections, and simply bizarre 

[ f :m]

He believes that Buddhist doctrine and practice anticipate and 
contemporary cognitive science.

nt]

In recent years survivalism has expanded to more  quarters, taking root in Silicon Valley and New York City, among 
technology executives, hedge-fund managers, and others in their economic cohort.

aggravate ['æ r vet] v. to make more serious or severe exacerbate

Manhattan might aggravate
from a Roz Chast cartoon character in the New Yorker.

aghast [ ' æst]

Each time it plays, I am aghast

agreeable [ ri b l] excellent

alacrity [ lækr ti] n. a quick and cheerful readiness to do something 

The Republican senators have submitted their blue slips with alacrity.

alarmist [ l :m st]
dangerous is going to happen 

May accused Labour and the media of making alarmist claims, and argued weakly about the basic compromises necessary to 
insure care for an aging population.

alien [ e li n]

Everything there was insultingly new—that is, unfamiliar and alien.

allay [ le] v. to subdue or reduce in intensity or severity palliate

all-encompassing [ l n’k mp s ] inclusive

all-encompassing world view.
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all-important [, :lim'p :t nt]

The much longer wait for women than men during an all-important test for entry to the legal profession was obviously unfair.

alleviate [ 'liv 'et] mitigate

Intuition might tell you that, to alleviate that sensation, a designer should open up the area as much as possible.

allure [ l ] (1)v. to entice by charm or attraction 
(2)n. power to attract 

charm

The allure

alternative [ :l t :n t v]

(2)n. something that can be chosen instead of something else 

The culture industries need to present themselves as the organic alternative, a symbol of status and aspiration

altruistic [ æltr ' st k]
rather than for yourself 

benevolent

Altruistic impulses encourage us to look after our tribe; genocidal ones encourage us to get rid of the neighboring tribe.

ambivalence [æm b v l ns] n. simultaneous and contradictory attitudes for feelings toward an 

The collection is a portrait of my own incredible ambivalence about the state where I’ve lived for twelve years.

ameliorate [ 'mil 'ret] v. to make better or more tolerable 

Contrary to popular perception, our system of taxes and transfers does less to ameliorate inequality than the systems other 
countries have.

anachronistic [ nækr 'n st k]

belong in a story, movie, etc. 

It wasn’t exactly the time or place for an anachronistic group featuring horns, doo-wop harmonies and a harp blowing frontman 
to expect any kind of chart success.

analogous [ næl g s] comparable

Still, most researchers stop short of suggesting direct payments to factory owners, analogous to the ones farmers receive.

analytical [ æn l t kl] dispassionate

Moreau was an ideal actress for such analytical directors as Michelangelo Antonioni and Joseph Losey, whose dramatic 
schemes and visual compositions embodied the lure and failure of intellect, the delusions of reason.

anathema [ næ m ] n. someone or something that is very strongly disliked 

Nuance is anathema
bursts.

anchor [ æ k ]  

For Plato the art of music was anchored in moral and political reality that any alteration to music system 
would necessarily require a corresponding political shift.

anecdote [ æn kd t] n. a usually short narrative of an interesting, amusing, or biographical 
incident 

Ricardo Piglia, the great Argentine writer who died in January, was fond of this anecdote, which he occasionally recited in 
interviews.

animadversion [ æn mæd'v : n] n. a critical and usually censorious remark 

animadversions on aspects of sixties life, like 
Zip Codes, hippies, women who swear, and Marshall McLuhan.

animate [ æn me t] 

(2)v. to give spirit and support 
galvanize, rouse, 
inspire

He managed to animate
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annihilate [ 'na let] v. to destroy completely destroy

Another New England Buddhist of the day was William Sturgis Bigelow, who brought back to Boston some twenty thousand 
works of Japanese art, and who called for a Catholic priest and asked that he annihilate his soul.

anomaly [ n m li] n. something that is unusual or unexpected aberration

It is self-evident that Trump prefers Twitter to any other means of communication, but his indifference to speechmaking is itself an 
anomaly.

anonymous [ n n m s] obscure

Until then, they had been little more than anonymous bullies clattering around in white plastic.

antagonistic [æn tæg n st k] adversarial, inimical

If it were done by a Northerner, it will have an antagonistic

antedate [,ænt 'det] v. to be earlier or older than 

In our age of anxiety about tiny pageant queens and helicopter parenting, we have perhaps forgotten that the archetype of the 
gifted child antedates reality television and kindergarten-admissions coaching.

antediluvian [ æntid lu:vi n] archaic

Thomas basically embraced this antediluvian

anthropogenic [ æn r p 'd n k]
nature 

anthropogenic greenhouse gases.

anticipate [æn t s pe t] (1)v. to think of (something that will or might happen in the future) 
(2)v. to do something before someone else 

This was, Brown said, not the sort of speculative play one might anticipate

antidote [ æntido t] n. a remedy to counteract the effects of poison 

antithesis [æn t s s] n. the exact opposite of something or someone 

Trump is the antithesis of Obama: louche rather than gracious, parochial rather than worldly, conspiratorial rather than 
pragmatically intellectual.

apathy ['æp ] n. the feeling of not having much emotion or interest passivity

Over time that frustration turned to apathy
ideology has given way to an uncomfortable reality.

ape [ep] v. mimic 

aplomb [ 'pl m]

aplomb—the Xbox One has three distinct operating systems to handle 
everything, and does so more ably than the PS4.

apocryphal [ p kr

The Chemirocha-as-Jimmie-Rodgers story can seem apocryphal—it is too strange, too funny—but both Tracey and the Kipsigis 
themselves later corroborated and repeated it.

apology [ p l d i] (1)n. a statement saying that you are sorry about something 
(2)n. something that is said or written to defend something that other 
people criticize 

citizenship, issued a dramatic apology

appetite ['æpitait] n. a desire or liking for something 

To read her, one must have an appetite
distressed gentlewomen.

apposite [ æp z t]
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If Pico’s ideal of a rapprochement between religions, and between religion and philosophy, is relevant to our agonies, it is 
apposite in a negative way: it invokes an opportunity lost, or at least disappearing from view.

appreciate
[ 'pri et] (1)v. to be grateful for 

(2)v. to understand the worth or importance of 

It has become almost a cliché of basketball fandom to appreciate the ferocious intensity and reckless control of the Oklahoma 
City Thunder’s Russell Westbrook.

apprehend [ æpr hend] (1)v. to grasp with the understanding 
(2)v. to anticipate especially with anxiety, dread, or fear 
(3)v. arrest, seize 

Shortly after he arrived, British authorities threatened to strip the Embassy of its diplomatic protections and apprehend him by 
force.

approbation [ æpr be n]  adulation, 
commendation

that he, Peña Nieto, craved the respect and approbation of such a man.

appropriate [ pr pri t] (1)v. to take or use especially in a way that is illegal, unfair, etc. borrow 

To make those kinds of marks, you’d have to move quickly, which I think is appropriate, because the whole thing happened quite 
fast with Trump.

approximate [ 'pr ks m t]

(2)v. to bring near or close 

The English syntax seems to approximate Hmong phrasing: its metamorphosis from another language, like the brutal self-

apt [æpt] ...

The circular imagery is apt for a play whose gimmick derives from concepts of curved space-time.

arbitrary [ rb treri] capricious

arbitrary and pernicious.

arcane [ : ke n] esoteric, recondite, 
abstruse

The threat of fake news was compounded by this sense that the role of the press had been ceded to an arcane algorithmic 
system created by private companies that care only about the bottom line.

archaic [ : ke k] antediluvian, outdated

New York is one of only thirteen states that has no provision for early voting, and instead employs the archaic practice of giving 

archetypical [ :ki tipik l] classic 

The architecture of the Shanghai Bund was for decades presented as an archetypal
which may be one of the reasons that these grand buildings were extolled for so many years. 

arousal [ 'ra zl] n. a state in which you feel excited or very alert 

Studies of the brain suggest that the difference between sexual and competitive arousal may not be that large at all.

arrest [ rest] (1)v. to use the power of the law to take and keep 
(2)v. to stop the progress or movement of 
(3)v. to attract and hold the attention of 

sector: rather than attempting to arrest the decline of manufacturing, they should have promoted service industries.

arrogant [ ær g nt]
importance often by an overbearing manner 

hubristic

He was so arrogant that he didn't know what he didn't know, which is always a terrible thing.

artful [' shrewd

GRE

 7

GRE GRE 7.0



It’s an artful
to be reassembled by heroic effort.

articulate
[ r't (1)v. to give clear and effective utterance to 

We’re living in an age of superbly articulate, expressive, even poetic screenwriting—not necessarily in every movie, of course, 
but then it never was so.

artifact [' :t fækt]

The recovery of a wooden artifact so old and well preserved would be remarkable under any circumstances, but this one 
contained something curious.

[ :t f l]

 
spurious

What’s more, Lehmann doesn’t only adulterate the drama with his comedic tones and twists—he denatures it with a sense of high 
 style that stands in effete contrast with the macho ruggedness of his protagonists’ personae.

artless [' :tl s] simplistic

At the core of his art is an artlessness akin to conversational speech: time and again, he colors a line by breaking the honeyed 
tone and letting a folkish directness steal in.

ascetic [ set k]
physical pleasure 

Where Paterson is ascetic and gaunt, murmuring poems to himself, Neruda is corpulent and unabashed, declaiming to his 

aspersion [ s'p : n] n. defamation slur

Thomas Brattle, a thirty-four-year-old, Harvard-educated merchant, and among the wealthiest men in the colony, prefaced his 
aspersions on authority.

assert [ s :t] (1)v. to state or declare positively and often forcefully or aggressively 

(2)v. the demonstrate the existence of 

The university tried to get him to submit a patent for the unreleased cultivars, in order to assert its right to make use of Shaw’s 
intimate knowledge of the plants.

assuage [ swed ] v. to lessen the intensity of 

astonish [ st n ] v. to cause of feeling of great wonder or surprise in ...

River Road Entertainment is one of the leading independent production companies known for developing, producing and 
astonish, inspire, reveal and provoke.

astounding [ 'sta nd ]

Now their astounding
more obvious.

astringent [ str nd nt]

But it also earned astringent notice from some economic theorists, who saw in it a parable about the risks of paper money.

at a premium phrase. 

In this single volume, Kenny aims to survey for the general reader all of ancient philosophy; understandably, space in 
such a book is at a premium, and he is not to be faulted for minor omissions. 

at odds with phrase. ...

at odds with Martin Luther King Jr. and even using the FBI to 

atypical [ e t p kl]

In an era of TV tough guys, Kevin is fascinatingly atypical. He’s reactive rather than active, a labile, intensely emotional man who 
is shredded by his own inability to discern what’s real.

audacious [ 'de s] striking

In the early months of Mr Trump’s presidency, he had equal footing with the chief of staff, Reince Priebus, who was ousted last 
month, and launched some of the administration’s most audacious endeavours.
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augment [ :g ment] v. to make greater, more numerous, larger, or more intense extend, expand, 
enhance

Various options have been under consideration for Afghanistan, including sending about 3,800 more troops to augment the 8,400 
already there to train and assist local forces.

auspicious [ : sp s] favorable

The war was starting to wind down, and, with protests raging at home, it was not an auspicious time to be a military man.

austere [ 'st r]

The point of this austere

authoritative [ : r t t v]

His description of what he saw and heard is said to be the most authoritative and balanced account of the royal life of a 
famously tragic royal.

autonomy [ : t n mi] n. the quality or state of being self-governing independence

Movements might have lost their leaders, gained force, and offered personal autonomy. Yet they hadn’t acquired the crucial thing
—a good crack at success.

available [ ve l bl]

We have reviewed your request for a romantic comedy featuring middle-aged/senior actors and have prepared the following list of 
available titles.

avaricious [ æv 'r s]  rapacious

mean girls and their avaricious mom are the only genuine baddies.

aversion [ 'v n] n. a strong feeling of not liking something 

aversion to helping big business means that subsidies are defensible only when they are aligned with a 
progressive cause, such as solar power.

avert [ v :t] (1)v. to turn away or aside 
(2)v. to prevent from happening 

forestall

default — and the same amount of time to approve a spending deal to avert a government shutdown. 

awe [ ] n. an emotion variously combining dread, veneration, and wonder that 
is inspired by authority or by the sacred or sublime 

awkward [ :kw d] ungainly 

awkward

awry [ ra ] (1)adv. not working correctly or happening in the expected way 

departments goes seriously awry.

badger [ bæd ] (1)v. to bother or annoy with many comments or questions 
(2)v. to ask or tell someone again and again to do something 

badger the U.K.’s Advertising 
Standards Agency into launching an investigation into whether the game was falsely advertised in the run-up to its launch.

v. to confuse completely 

 him.

balanced [ bæl nst]

balanced
opinions expressed with such vehemence here—is long gone.
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balk at [b :k]  phrase. 

balk at shelling out 
an extra six or seven or eight bucks a month for a more curated movie streaming service.

balloon [b 'lun] v. to become bigger quickly 

Prices for vintage prints (those made by a photographer soon after he or she made the negative) so drastically ballooned in the 

banal [b næl] stale 

The premise may be a bit fantastical, but I’m more interested in human beings and, in a way, the banal side of a fantastic idea.

baneful [ be

The baneful consequences of an irresponsible mismanagement of the global economy, guided only by ambition for wealth and 

banish ['bæn ] v. to send away expel, oust

banish housing and urban development from the 
earth.

banter [ bænt ] raillery 

The atmosphere was at its most elated on Fridays, when a communal sense of liberation descended, so that proximity could lead 
to banter.

bargain [ b :g n] v. to discuss an agreement or price in order to make it more appealing 

Because of the Mackay doctrine, workers in the U.S. are ultimately dependent upon employers’ willingness to bargain in good 
faith.

barrier
['bær ] n. something that prevents or blocks movement from one place to 

another 

barrier to investigating misconduct claims and getting rid of those who break the 
rules.

baseless [ be sl s] unfounded, untenable

baseless allegations.

bedrock [ bedr k] n. basis foundation

protocol that has served as the bedrock of Sino-American relations for four decades. 

beguile [b ' a l] v. to trick or deceive 

The Queens producer’s songs beguile with their singular focus, as on her self-titled E.P. of whispery slow-blooming dance tunes.

beholden [b 'hold n] … indebted

Listen to your constituents, and don’t become beholden to wealthy lobbyists. 

belabor [b 'leb ] (1)v. to repeat or stress too much or too often 
(2)v. to attack or criticize 

overemphasize

Everything was exquisitely timed, Schumer didn’t belabor the point, and it was sweet and funny to see a middle-aged man with a 
bit of a paunch looking as vulnerable as he did beside the star.

belie [b la ] (1)v. to show to be false or wrong ...
(2)v. disguise 
(3)v. to present an appearance not in agreement with ...

mask

belied the images of American Indians that could be traced 

belligerent [bi'lid r nt] pugnacious

In asymmetric warfare, belligerent propaganda—not to mention nuclear-tipped ballistic missiles—is a useful tool.

bemoan [b m n] v. to complain about 

bemoaning the fact that he had been in the wrong place to see both the 
annular eclipse of 1831, on his twenty-second birthday, and the dramatic total eclipse of 1834.

[b 'nef sns] n. a charitable act or gift altruism
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The philosophers’ God was not necessarily identical to the God of Christianity, but he had some reassuringly familiar attributes, 
such as  and providential oversight of the world.

benevolent [b nev l nt]  altruistic, 
magnanimous 

benevolent and honorable in every 

benign [b 'na n] innocuous, anodyne

Most crucially, he never faced the dehumanizing weapons and tactics of modern asymmetric warfare, in which death can arrive, 
unseen and unanticipated, even from the most seemingly safe or benign of encounters.

betoken [b t k n] v. to show signify 

betoken the humble, homespun lives 
outlined in the stories of Sholom Aleichem, on which the musical is based.

bias [ ba s] (1)n. a tendency to believe that some people, ideas, etc., are better 
than others that usually results in treating some people unfairly 
(2)n. a strong interest in something or ability to do something 

As we process, simultaneously, the enormous historical bias of the movie industry toward whiteness and the uneven progress it’s 
making toward better representation, two opposite ideas are forced to coexist.

blameless [ ble ml s] unimpeachable

The stories served to remind the court of what had been lost, but they also must have reassured Roof that these were indeed the 
type of blameless, decent people whom he said he had set out to hurt.

bland [blænd] insipid

People learned to be content with patched clothes, bland meals of leftovers, and serviceable if unromantic unions. But now, she 

blemish
['bl m ]

(2)n. a mark that makes something imperfect or less beautiful 
defect

One great blemish

blighted ['blaitid]

blighted womb 
trapped in a bad marriage and a piece of prime real estate.

blunt
[bl nt]

She was a hero almost without detractors; she was often blunt
person to bring a public legal claim for equality. 

boast [b st] n. a statement in which you express too much pride in yourself or in 
something you have, have done, or are connected to in some way 

brandish

impossible boasts.

bogus ['bog s]

bogus

bolster [ b lst ] v. to give support to buttress, prop up

Thursday’s snap general election, which Theresa May, the Conservative Prime Minister, had called to bolster her party’s slim 
minority in the House of Commons, had turned into something of a calamity for her party and a humiliation for her personally.

bookish ['b k ]
physical activities 

Mattis grew up in Richland, Washington, in a bookish household without a television set.

boon [bu:n] n. something pleasant or helpful 

In 2014, it imposed sanctions on American and European food imports, which led to both an increase in consumer food prices 
and a boon for the domestic agriculture industry.
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boundary [ ba ndri]

boundary that separates pedestrian from driver.

brake
[bre k] n. something used to slow down or stop movement or activity 

brake on a runaway republic, where 
opinion might sway the government to act too quickly or absolutely.

brandish ['brænd ] v. to exhibit in a ostentatious or aggressive manner boast

Pina bausch became famous as the master of dance theatre, in which the performers are less likely to dance than to brandish 
guns or take baths or swing from ropes.

breakthrough [ bre k ru:] n. a sudden increase in knowledge, understanding, etc. 

The inaugural breakthrough
discovered that the ears of young chickens do something that human ears don’t.

breathtaking ['br tek ]

breathtaking precision, and expanded to a historical—even a 
philosophical—scope.

brevity ['br v ti] n. the use of few words to say something 

brevity with emotional expansiveness.

bridle ['bra dl] v. to restrain, check, or control with or as if with a bridle 

whose unbridled expression was thought to corrupt research.

brook [br k] v. to allow to exist or happen tolerate

Members of the union’s negotiating team insisted on several changes to the company’s proposal before they would support it, 
making it clear that they would brook no compromise.

bucolic k l k] pastoral 

Hugo made portraits of children of a new generation in villages around Rwanda and South Africa, posing each one in a bucolic 
setting, where the purity of nature and the innocence of youth evoke a kind of children’s idyll.

budding [ b d ] nascent 

budding romance between several human consciousnesses that have 
been uploaded to the Cloud.

buoy [b ] help

crusaders who exploit the Cosa Nostra’s historic reputation in order to buoy their own.

burdensome [ b :dns m] onerous

I was not like the children in folktales: burdensome mouths to feed, nuisances to be corrected, problems so severe that they 
were abandoned to the forest.

burgeon ['b d n] v. to grow or develop quickly 

Folding tables burgeon with cables, clipboards, and fast-food impedimenta. 

businesslike
['b zn s'la k] no-nonsense

The Rangers are known to fans as the National Hockey League's most businesslike team, so perhaps we shouldn't have been 
businesslike fashion.

buttress [ b tr s] v. to support, strengthen, or defend bolster

Laws that mandate ultrasound viewing and parental consent seem innocuous, but they buttress a punitive political strategy.

bypass [ ba p :s] v. to avoid or ignore especially to get something done quicker circumvent, skirt

bypassed the network of telephone lines, solar panels will enable many rural consumers to 
bypass the electric grid.

callous [ kæl s]
of other people 

heartless 
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Indeed, the only real puzzle of the Kushner trip is which particular Trumpian political vice it best illustrates: deluded self-
aggrandizement or a callous indifference to other people’s lives.

callow [ kæl ]

Krauss, with his disconcertingly boyish looks and his sophomoric attempts to seem thoughtful, is a callow sociopath. 

calumny [ kæl mni] n. an untrue statement that is made to damage someone’s reputation defamation

Throughout the week, the President repeated his calumny
for Hillary Clinton.

camaraderie [ kæm r :d ri] n. a feeling of good friendship among the people in a group solidarity

camaraderie, beware any fellow-foragers who happen to stray near me on one particular, sacred day.

candid
['kænd d]

It would be naïve to treat remarks made in diaries or personal letters as giving especially candid access to historical truth or even 
as being expressions of the writer’s true state of mind.

canned [kænd] formulaic 

Jaime Javier Rodriguez notes that popular art forms often conceal a daunting complexity: frequently what appears canned 
becomes intricate and challenging when closely examined.

canny [ kæni] shrewd, deft 

Steidl prides himself on being a canny businessman: he has always wanted to make money, and funnels it back into the 
business when he does.

capricious [k pr s] unpredictable, 
impulsive, cavalier, 
versatile

Blocking the rule remains an administration priority, no matter how arbitrary, capricious and harmful that would be.

captivate [ kæpt ve t] v. to attract and hold the attention of by being interesting, pretty, etc. enamor

Fans of a certain age can remember when teen-age players would burst onto the scene and quickly captivate audiences at 

capture [ kæpt ] v. to catch secure

wants to capture

caricature
['kær k ] n. someone or something that is very exaggerated in a funny or foolish 

way 

caricature, with its emphasis on elegance and animation, 
caricatures

castigate [ kæst ge t] v. to criticize harshly chastise

castigate himself for how oblivious this was, calling 

catalyst [ kætl st] factor

caterwaul [ kæt w :l] v. to make a very loud and unpleasant sound shriek

At 55, he’s still capable of banshee wails and his scale-climbing caterwaul, which I imagined could be both a stress reliever or 
downright stressful given his facial expressions.

cede to [si:d] phrase. left to

Because movie studios, under pressure to generate international sales, have favored big-budget pictures with fantasy plots, the 
representation of everyday domestic life has largely been ceded to other media, such as television and literature.

celebrate [ sel bre t] v. to praise 

celebrate 
their social exclusion and plot the downfall of those who exclude them.

celerity [s 'ler t ] n. rapidity of motion or action dispatch 
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celerity.

censor
['sens ] (1)v. to examine in order to suppress or delete anything considered

(2)n. a person who supervises conduct and morals 

A red emergency light spins in court when a censor
national security secrets.

censure [ sen ] n reprehend

R censure President Trump for his 
comments about the recent violence in Charlottesville, Virginia.

centralize [ sentr la z] (1)v. to bring together at a single point or place 
(2)v. to bring under the control of one authority 

In any liberal democracy, the ultimate guardian of decency and civil liberties is an active civil society, which can push back against 
centralize power.

cerebral [s 'ribr l] (1

They are unabashedly cerebral: brilliant composers and classically trained musicians slumming it in a guitar band.

chagrin [ ægr n] n. a feeling of being frustrated or annoyed because of failure or
disappointment 

vexation

Part of the deal is that we still feign chagrin or incredulity (or both) when a pop star announces another reinvention.

challenging [ t æl nd ] (1

He hopes to speak at more challenging venues, such as a Jewish-history museum.

champion [ t æmpi n] v defend, espouse, 
support 

Some did champion the movie, including leading voices like Roger Ebert and Pauline Kael. But many others savaged it, 

chaotic [ke t k] a

The chaotic and deadly events in Charlottesville were followed by a largely peaceful anti-racism march in Boston.

charity [ t ær ti] n. the act of giving money, food, or other kinks of help to people who are
poor, sick, etc. 

Day 2 I think success has no rules, but you can learn a lot from failure.

The Willard T. C. Johnson Foundation had given $250,000, and the Charity Fight Night Foundation, a celebrity charity that raises 
money for the Muhammad Ali Parkinson Center and other causes, had donated $150,000.

chastise [t æ sta z] v. to criticize harshly for doing something wrong castigate

Cusk has been chastised

check [t ek] n. a sudden stoppage of a forward course or progress stem

As a way of checking the negative impacts of overdependence on a single export product—crude oil, the Nigerian government 

cheerless [ t l s]  gloomy

For all the beauty of the surrounding peaks and the talk of chalets and fondue, the town is cheerless and unlovely.

cherish
['t r ] (1)v. to feel or show great love for 

(2)v. to remember or hold in a deeply felt way 

I cherished cherish the 
remembrance of the beauty I have seen. 

chic [ i:k] a elegant

Bonello creates a chic and conventionally stylish drama, whirling with Steadicam shots in which constant motion takes the place 
of substantive action and with an unbroken realism that’s glossy with its own thoughtlessness.
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chimera [ka m r ] n. something that exists only in the imagination and is not possible in 
reality 

illusion 

The Red Sea town of Aydhab presents scholars with chimera
trade, yet today there is no trace of a viable harbor at the site.

choreograph ['k r gr f] v. to arrange or direct the movements, progress, or detail of 

One theory of imagination and memory suggests that the hippocampus plays a central role in constructing mental scenes, and 
that it is precisely the ability to choreograph these scenes in our minds that allows us both to reexperience the past and to 
imagine the future.

churlish [ t :l ]

Though it seems churlish to pick away at a movie that offers so many and such conspicuous delights, it’s something of a 
frustration that it doesn’t push toward hidden mysteries.

circuitous [s t s] indirect 

romance—Kate Macer holds the viewer’s hand like a nanny through a sophisticated, circuitous, and highly ambivalent movie.

circumscribe [ s :k mskra b] v. to limit the size or amount of 

circumscribed life in the Jim Crow South were warped, but it was also the law—farsighted, fair-

circumspect [ s :k mspekt]
something 

prudent, chary, 
cautious

Even while invoking these experiences, the essays she writes are so circumspect in their claims to self-knowledge that a reader 

them.

circumstantial [ s :k m stæn l] contingent

The sequence of events is circumstantial
are far from secret.

circumvent [ s :k m vent] v. to avoid being stopped by bypass, sidestep, skirt

circumvent state 
restrictions on asset seizures by collaborating with federal authorities.

civic [ s v k]

It is a moment of indeterminate morality, one in which the centrifugal forces of contempt, resentment, and racial superiority are 
pitted against the ideal of common humanity and the possibility of a civic society.

civility [s v l ti] n. polite actions and words comity

Canadians are so naturally polite! American visitors go all gaga over the civility, the kindness, the seemingly automatic niceness 
of the place. Even Canadian prison guards are courteous to inmates.

clandestine [klæn dest n] covert, surreptitious 

He was so clandestine that his kids did not know that he was a spy until after he was killed.

clerical ['kl r kl]

In addition, Iran has a talented population and an economy that could soar, if its clerical, faction-ridden revolutionary government 
ever yielded to a modernizing one. 

cliquish ['kli:k ]
unfriendly towards people who are not in the group 

But the Internet is allowing Southern writers to transcend the cliquish
country with the same distribution power and cheaper publicity methods than their larger counterparts.

cloak [klok] v. to hide or disguise 

can occasionally be misleading, cloaking more than it reveals. 

clot [kl t] v. to become thick and partly solid 

A blood clot
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clumsy [ kl mzi]

The effect of the mural-making distortions is spectacularly clumsy, cranking up a pitch of arbitrariness to something like a shriek.

cluster [ kl st ] v. to come together to form a group 

They celebrate a cluster of artists, sounds, and songs that appeal broadly enough and affect deeply enough to gather thousands 
of people and generate millions of dollars in one weekend.

coalesce [,ko 'l s] v. to come together to form one group or mass 

coalesce
facts over others is a matter of intuition, inspiration, imagination.

coherent [k h r nt]

understood 

orderly

His inability to maintain, on any issue, a consistent or even coherent position has undercut his ability to inspire loyalty and 
respect on Capitol Hill.

collective [k lekt v]

how an individualistic work ethic and a spirit of collective generosity can and have to coexist.

collide [k 'la d] v. to hit something or each other with strong force 

collide. 

collude [k 'l d] v. conspire, plot 

Not only did Paul Manafort directly collude
was in such frequent contact with Sergey Kislyak that they would often both fall asleep while FaceTiming.

colossal [k l sl] immense 

With plenty of encouragement from high-end lobbyists, a new orthodoxy soon took hold that some corporations were so colossal

comity ['k m t ] n. friendly social atmosphere civility

Comity implies mutual admiration, or at least mutual respect.

commendation [,k m n'de n] n. the act of praising or approving of someone or something approbation

commendations for bravery—but he hated the war and spent the rest of his life 
writing about it with chiselled, ironic rage.

commensurate [k m ns r t] proportionate

and Timochenko gave rousing, sentimental speeches that seemed commensurate with the occasion.

commonplace [ k m nple s] (1)n. something that happens or appears in many places and is not 
unusual 
(2)n. an obvious or trite comment 

pervasive

It’s a commonplace
dimension.

comparable [ k mp r bl]
compared to each other 

analogous

The question is not whether C.E.O.s have salaries hundreds of times larger than their own but whether black people have 
salaries comparable to theirs. 

compartmentalize [ k mp :t
ment la z]

v. to divide into separate sections 

compartmentalize, to show different faces to the world, calls her very being into question.

compelling [k m pel ] interesting

The British-Ghanaian artist creates compelling
and a painter.

GRE

 16

GRE GRE 7.0



compensate ['k mpense t] v. to make up for some defect or weakness 

Schumer brings this to life with the exemplary comedic device of self-apostrophizing asides, in which Emily brandishes her self-
esteem to herself as if to compensate for its absence.

competing
[k m'pit ]

Although movie critic Pauline Kael had a distaste for sycophancy, she also had a need for obeisance; as a consequence of these 
competing feelings, she sent very mixed signals to friends and colleagues.

complacent
[k m'plesnt]

complacent, not in this election. The Party will have to do its best, for example, to insure that 
younger voters who are still excited about Sanders don’t drop out of the picture in November. 

complex [ k mpleks]

complex, structurally—mapping one harmonically could take days.

complicated [ k mpl ke t d] knotty

These are complicated calculations, but scientists have gotten better at them, and the mystery is diminishing.

composed [k m p zd] unperturbed, 
collected, coolheaded

composed and self-assured.

comprehend [ k mpr hend] v. to understand fathom

comprehend the situation, in part because they have been conditioned by a long history of 
subsidies.

comprehensive [ k mpr hens v] exhaustive, sweeping, 
generic, inclusive

comprehensive production history 
of the play.

comprise [k m'pra z] v. to include or consist of 

The Enron archive came to comprise hundreds of thousands of messages, and remains one of the country’s largest private e-
mail corpora turned public.

compromise [ k mpr ma z] (1)n. a way of reaching agreement in which each person or group gives 
up something that was wanted in order to end an argument or dispute 

(2)v. to damage or weaken 

impair, concession 

Congress could come up with a grand compromise that includes the money and avoids a shutdown.

compulsory [k m p ls ri]

compunction [k m p k n] n. a feeling of guilt or regret 

Those who read the manuscript felt little compunction about sharing their reactions with others, and the word of mouth quickly 
became toxic.

concede [k n si:d] v. to say that you accept or do not deny the truth or existence of acknowledge

Even Narendra Modi's most bitter enemies will concede that the Indian Prime Minister rarely makes a PR misstep.

conceivable [k n'siv bl] plausible

The Russia imbroglio, the newest chapter of which involves Jeff Sessions, is perhaps the only issue on which it is conceivable 
that large numbers of Republicans in Congress might break with President Trump.

conciliatory [k n s li t ri] placatory

conciliatory and even pro-Confederacy remarks made by President 

concoct [k n k kt] (1)v. to make by mixing different things together 
(2)v. to invent or develop 
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She concocted this whole lie about her age in order to build a career, not meet a man.

condemn [k n dem]
bad or wrong 

decry

remarks following the Charlottesville violence for their failure to unequivocally condemn hate groups.

condign [k n da n] meet

condign

conducive [k n'dus v]
...

The ambience is conducive less to learning than to dreaming.

confessional [k n fe nl]

Elsewhere, Gay catalogues her daily stresses as a fat woman, recalling the blunt, confessional voice she has assumed on her 
blogs since her early Tumblr days.

[k n fa n] v. to keep within limits limit, circumscribe

Although Vitalie’s social life was  to the church, shopping, and occasional games of whist, she somehow managed to 

conform to [k n f :m] (1)v. to obey or agree with something 
(2)v. to be in agreement or harmony ...

square with

Wotan’s defense of rebellious love in the face of cold morality resonated with listeners who had to suppress their natural urges 
and conform to norms, often by way of sham marriages.

confound [k n fa nd] (1)v. to surprise and confuse 
(2)v. to prove wrong …

confounded by the perilous subtleties of Europeans.

confront [k n'fr nt] v. to oppose or challenge especially in a direct and forceful way ...

As Cohn and others in the White House steadily watered down Trump’s aggressive campaign rhetoric on trade, Bannon tried to 
confront Chinese mercantilism.

confused [k n muddled

Like many young people who are insecure and confused, they had an inchoate sense that they were guilty of something; they 

conjecture [k n d ekt ] speculation

conjecture

consensus [k n sens s] n. a general agreement about something accord

Both have dropped since 2011, which the President sees as evidence not of a bipartisan consensus on the need for sentencing 

considerable [k n s d r bl]

considerable cost to the taxpayers, who have had to pay for the tens of millions of dollars it has cost 
the county to respond to lawsuits against the former sheriff.

consistent [k n s st nt]

There are three different takes from three different sets on August 17th and 18th, but the piano part is consistent.

conspicuous [k n sp s] obtrusive, prominent, 
salient, remarkable 

Though it seems churlish to pick away at a movie that offers so many and such conspicuous delights, it’s something of a 
frustration that it doesn’t push toward hidden mysteries.

constitute [ k nst v. to make up or form something 

constitute the 
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constrain [k n stre n] (1)v. to limit or restrict 
(2)v. to use pressure to force to do something 

deter

Speaking to a group of reporters recently, Mattis said that he remained critical of the nuclear deal, mainly because it did not 
constrain Iran’s aggressive activities in the region, but that he considered it binding.

construe [k n'stru] v. to understand in a particular way interpret

construe threats of 
war as equivalent to acts of war.

consummate ['k ns m t]

The comic actor who directs himself with a consummate mastery of technique—there’s a noble tradition at work, and when 
Lewis planned to direct he had that tradition, with Charlie Chaplin at the head of it, in mind.

consumption [k n s mp n] (1)n. the use of something 
(2)n. the utilization of economic goods in the satisfaction of wants or in 

deterioration, or transformation 

The most dramatic global increase in aggregate consumption is occurring in parts of the world where people who build roads 
are trying to keep pace with people who buy cars.

contagious [k n te d s]
touching 

Offering a nuts-and-bolts exploration of the English language, Stamper displays a contagious enthusiasm for words and a 
considerable talent for putting them together.

contemplate [ k nt mple t] v. to think deeply or carefully about ponder 

Very few people in Greene County want to contemplate a future without coal; most, like the Zaccones, hope that deregulation 
can preserve their way of life.

contemptuous [k n't mpt u s] disdainful

contemptuous whimsy.

contented [k n tent d]

contented.

contentious [k n ten s] controversial

contentious during the Bush 
Administration.

contingent [k n t nd nt] circumstantial

because much of what he creates, artfully or not, is contingent upon the contributions and the ingenuity of others.

contract [ k ntrækt] (1)v. to become smaller 
(2)n. a legal agreement between people, companies, etc. 
(3)v. to become affected with 

dwindle

We still don’t know why some people contract the microbe with little or no illness, at most mild fever and muscle aches, while 
others suffer Guillain-Barré syndrome, a life-threatening paralysis.

contradictory [ k ntr d kt ri] dichotomous

the right to act in arbitrary and contradictory ways.

contravene [ k ntr vi:n] v. to fail to do what is required by violate 

So far, Republicans have been able to hide behind Trump, hoping that no one will notice how much his manufacturing deals 
contravene their small-government principles.

controversial [ k ntr v : l] contentious

controversial 
opinions to be balanced by opposing viewpoints.
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conundrum [k n ndr m] riddle, puzzle, enigma

conundrum of immigration 

convoluted [ k nv lu:t d] intricate, tortuous

According to The New Yorker, the corporate structures of his various enterprises are so convoluted
the true extent of his holdings.

convulsion [k n v l n] n. a sudden change or disturbance that affects a country, organization, 
etc. 

upheaval

convulsions, psychosis, loss of consciousness and 
coma.

cooperate [k ' p re t]

cooperate with 

corroborate [k 'r b ret] v. to support with evidence or authority 

According to the newspaper Welt am Sonntag, the German Embassy in Niger sent a cable to Berlin corroborating these weekly 
executions, and comparing the conditions in Libya’s migrant connection houses to those of Nazi concentration camps.

corrupt [k r pt] (1)v. to cause to become dishonest, immoral, etc. ...

or to gain or keep power 

corrupt

counterforce ['ka nt f :s] n. a contrary or opposing force 

One of ligo’s systems responds to minuscule seismic tremors by activating a damping system that pushes on the mirrors with 
exactly the right counterforce to keep them steady.

counterintuitive [,ka nt r t v] unexpected

A literary critic who relished parsing the complex, the nuanced, and the counterintuitive
being reduced to a symbol.

counterpart [ ka nt p :t] parallel 

counterpart.

counterproductive [,ka nt pr 'd kt v] deleterious

counterproductive, but they nevertheless represent the kind of change that tends to 
occur when an Administration of one political party takes over from the other.

courteous ['k s]

He appeared courteous in an old-fashioned way, yet still vaguely mischievous, as if he might call you ma’am but would wink at 
you as you left the room. 

covert [ k v t] clandestine 

Putin was not interested in keeping the operation covert

covet ['k v t] v. to want very much envy

Standing out on the streets of New York has always been a combination of avant-garde theatre and non-contact sport—and hip-
hop in the eighties hinted at how one could covet designer goods with a playful, self-touting irreverence.

cower [ ka ] v. to shrink away or crouch 

crab [kræb] v. to complain about peevishly excoriate 

With all the non-stop all-night crying, will the neighbors crab, or will they be carted away under cover of darkness, never to be 

craft [kr ft] n. skill in planning, making, or executing 

The baristas are cross-trained as mixologists, and the creative synergy between craft coffee and craft cocktails rises to the level 
of art.
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crass [kræs]
acceptable 

crass and sexist 

credit [ kred t] (1)n. a record of how well you have paid your bills in the past 
(2)v. to give honor or recognition to for doing something or for making 
something happen 

credit Christopher 

credulous [ l s] trusting 

Batchelor tap-dances perilously close to the often repeated absurdity that a highly credulous belief about supernatural claims 
and an extremely skeptical belief about supernatural claims are really the same because they are both beliefs.

crestfallen ['krestf l n] disgruntled

One day, the woman appeared in the bar looking crestfallen.

crumble ['kr mbl] v. to break into small pieces disintegrate

sole started to crumble off in chunks. 

cryptic [ kr pt k] elusive 

with typewritten names, cryptic messages, and several lines of Japanese poetry.

cumbersome [ k mb s m] unwieldy

Unlike some of the F.C.C.’s other initiatives, which critics oppose as being too expensive and cumbersome, video description is 
relatively cheap to implement.

cunning ['k n ] crafty

Moral: beware the devious, the slippery, the cunning Canadian.

cure-all :l] n. a cure or solution for any illness or problem panacea

cure-all for the problems of police 
brutality, overaggressive policing, and institutional racism, but it is a step in the right direction.

cursory [ k :s ri] perfunctory, casual 

I read everything—thrillers, history, romance, classics—some in a cursory way, with passages skipped.

curt [k :t] laconic, terse, taciturn 

In answer, she offered a curt, dismissive, almost dainty dab, forehead to elbow-crook, and, in her own pointed time, obliged.

curtail [k 'te l] v. to reduce or limit mitigate

The move will also likely curtail the numbers of Americans travelling to the island as well, by obliging them to provide proof that 
they are following the new rules.

damp [dæmp] v. to make less strong or active palliate

When Song’s father died unexpectedly, in 2002, thrift gave way to hoarding, as if stuff could damp grief.

darken [ d :k n] (1)v. to make dark or to become dark or darker in color 
(2)v. to make less happy or to become less happy 

dim

Soon enough, the skies darken and the rain comes down in sheets. 

dated [ de t d]

dated at times, 
superseded by a future that is, broadly speaking, darker and stranger than the one Murray anticipated.

daunting [d :nt ] formidable, 
sensational, 
forbidding 
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The numbers are absolutely daunting — 52,000 overdose deaths in 2015; 33,000 of those approximately related to opioids. The 
numbers in 2016 are no better, and the numbers in 2017 are even worse than 2016.

dearth [d : ] n. the state or condition of not having enough of something paucity, modicum

there is likely to be a relative dearth of new cases. 

debacle [d b k l] n. a great disaster or complete failure 

At heart, the debacle
ethos that underlies securities regulation (even if it’s an ethos that’s often ignored).

debase [d 'be s] v. to lower the value or reputation of 

The President debased reporters, while relying on them to air it on TV—the media equivalent of the why-are-you-hitting-yourself 
bullying tactic.

debunk [ di: b k] v. to show that something is not true …

That was when CNN broadcast a devastating series about the company, in which scientists and physicians debunked Herbalife’s 
claims for its products and challenged the company’s assertion that it employed medical experts and ran a research lab.

decay [d ke ] n. the process or result of being slowly destroyed by natural precesses deterioration

Everyone knew that the country was mired in poverty and decay and stagnation and degradation, drowning in lies and cynicism 
and all-out drunkenness.

decisive [d sa s v] unmistakable

When there were limits on how much a single donor could give, however, it was much harder for an individual to have a decisive 
impact.

decline [d kla n] (1)v. to become worse in condition or quality 
(2)v. to say that you will not or cannot do something 

wane

Though Gibson had posted a Facebook video condemning Christian and acknowledging that his gatherings had attracted 
declined to cancel the Sunday rally.

decouple [di: k pl] v. to eliminate the interrelationship of ...

to decouple the dollar from gold.

decrepitude [d krep n. the state of being old and in bad condition or poor health senescence 

But revulsion at the cronyism and the decrepitude
eminent members of the establishment.

decry [d kra ] v. to say publicly and forcefully that you regard as bad, wrong, etc. condemn

Even as a kid, Miller liked to fulminate against immigration and decry the ambient leftism of coastal California.

defame
[di'feim] v. to hurt the reputation of especially by saying things that are false or 

unfair 

The Administration chose to defame me and, more importantly, the F.B.I. by saying the organization was in disarray, that it was 
being poorly led, that the workforce had lost faith in its leader. 

defect ['di fekt] n. an imperfection that impairs worth or utility 

A birth defect has left a lizard named Shyvana without a tail. 

defend [d fend] (1)v. to drive danger or attack away from 
(2)v. to maintain or support in the face of argument or hostile criticism 

…

champion

There’s a difference between speaking truth to power and seizing power to defend the truth.

deferential [ def 'ren l] respectful

and deferential reporting on Trump, at a time when competitors are aggressively scrutinizing the president.

[d 'fa nt]
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, if not 
triumphant. 

[d 'fa n ]

When it was reported, last week, that Kyrie Irving, the Cleveland Cavaliers’ star point guard, wanted to be traded, many 
basketball fans thought back to the  moment of his young and superlative career: his game-winning three-pointer in the 
2016 N.B.A.

[ def n t]
mean 

Charyn doesn’t try to provide a  answer to the crucial question of why Kosinski passed off his most famous book as 
something it was not, but this last section goes some way toward suggesting why he felt the need to conceal himself behind a 
mask.

[d t] v. to reduce or cause to contract soothe

Jeff Zucker has gotten telephone calls of bitter complaint from Jared Kushner about the coverage of his father-in-law, but if the 
performance of Jake Tapper and others there is any indication, the attempt to intimidate CNN has not  any spirits.

[d v. to cause to change direction shrug off

I don’t want my attention  every two minutes. 

deft [deft] canny

deft
comedic energy.

defy [d fa ] v. to confront with assured power of resistance 

defy the polls and score an 
upset, as he did in Michigan.

degenerative [d d en r t v]
to function as time passes 

Addiction is indeed a brain problem, but it’s not a degenerative pathology like Alzheimer’s disease or cancer, nor is it evidence of 
a criminal mind.

degrade [d ' red] (1)v. to lower in grade, rank, or status 
(2)v. to make the quality of worse 
(3)v. to wear down by erosion 

It would feature artists whom Gouzer admired but whose work had not been doing well at auction; or artists who drew on failure 
as a theme; or works that were prone to degrade, because they contained nontraditional materials.

deify [ de fa ] v. to treat like a god or goddess 

Any egoist can build a monument to himself, but it is an extraordinary accomplishment to deify oneself—or, at least, the 

delegate [ del g t] v. to give (control, responsibility, authority, etc.) to someone 

delegate to the president the power to 
violate the Constitution and its amendments.

deleterious ['d l 't r s] counterproductive, 
detrimental, 
devastating

Our experiment was very rude and uncontrollable, and there will be other deleterious effects, as well as many unknowns.

deliberate [d l b r t] (1)v. to think about or discuss something very carefully in order to make 
a decision 

calculated

Taplin draws extensively on this experience to illustrate the damage, both deliberate and collateral, that Big Tech is wreaking.

delight [d la t] (1)n. a strong feeling of happiness 
(2)v. to make very happy 

relish

Shkreli himself seemed to delight in the idea of being the catalyst for one of the biggest insider-trading cases in U.S. history.

demanding [d m :nd ] exacting
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In each case, what the word described was a kind of outsize zealotry — a person who was too stern, too demanding, like an 
order-barking villain in a World War II movie.

demarcation [ di:m : ke n] n. the establishment of boundaries or limits separating two areas, 
groups, or things 

For some years, I’m now prepared to admit, I somehow labored under the impression that Rocky Mount is the line of 
demarcation that separates the two principal schools of North Carolina barbecue.

demise [d ma z] n. the end of something that is thought of as being like a death 

Wiley) since they staged the riot three days after her demise.

demur [d m :] v. to disagree politely with another person’s statement or suggestion 

demurs when theres cause to criticize Vladimir Putin.

denounce [d na ns] v. to publicly state that someone or something is bad or wrong lambast

Attorney General Jeff Sessions also denounced the Charlottesville attack as an "evil" act of domestic terrorism.

deplete [d pli:t] v. to empty of a principal substance 

The company is planning to resume excavation near that area, though, as other sources become depleted.

deplorable [d 'pl r bl] reprehensible

An artist’s conduct alone, no matter how deplorable

deprecatory [ depr 'ke t r ] detracting

Originally from outside New England, she had taken to Concord’s self-deprecatory
convert.

depressing [d pres ]  

ago, is both uncanny and deeply depressing.

deride [d ra d] v. to laugh at or insult contemptuously lambaste

derision [d r n] n. the feeling that people express when they criticize and laugh at 
someone or something in an insulting way 

mockery

derision but was cited as evidence of an American culture in crisis 
and decline.

derivative [d r v t v]

There's nothing derivative

derive from [di raiv] [fr m]

The substantial revenues that governments derive from taxing motoring, drivers and transport in all their diverse ways will need 
to be reformed.

design [d za n] (1)n. deliberate purposive planning 
(2)n. the process of planning how something will look, happen, be made 

purposefulness

We can make the decision to be different by design, and try some unconventional tactics to stand out from the herd.

despair [d spe ] v. to no longer have any hope or belief that a situation will improve or 
change 

He works construction in London (there are so few opportunities in Leenane), and even in his despair there is something like 
hope.

destructive [d 'str kt v]

The concerns about the corporate culture are genuine, and potentially destructive to the company’s brand.

detached [d 'tæt t]
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As a result, his detached observations are rather at odds with the spirit of Buddhist teachings, which regard direct experience 
rather than discursive thought as the primary basis of understanding.

detect [d tekt] v. to discover or notice the presence of  discern

detect and is not widely known 
among doctors.

deter [d t :] (1)v. to prevent from happening 
(2)v. to cause to decide not to do something 

constrain

deter the UN from settling on their 
land.

deterioration [d t r 're n] n. the act or process of becoming worse decay, decline

deterioration of the health care infrastructure after three years of civil 
war between forces loyal to President Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi’s government.

detestation [ di:te'ste n] n. extreme hatred or dislike 

statistical dead heat of detestation.

detract [d trækt] (1)v. to speak ill of 
(2)v. to take away 

deprecate

detract from the power of his statement on Friday, or from the reality that 
Trump’s Presidency is in crisis, his very legitimacy in question.

detrimental [,detr 'mentl] deleterious

There was, to begin with, no real attempt to explain why he had found, as the statute requires, that admitting these people would 
be detrimental to the United States. 

devious [ di:vi s] guile, indirect

Throughout Greek literature, Odysseus is a notorious trickster, given to devious twists and evasions.

devolve

[d 'v lv] (1)v. to pass on from one person or entity to another 

(2)v. to gradually go from an advanced state to a less advanced state 

devolve into the now familiar kind of insurgency that U.S. forces face in the Middle East and 
South Asia.

dexterous [ dekstr s] nimble 

dexterous trader and a shrewd 
corporate operator.

diatribe [ da tra b] n. an angry and usually long speech or piece of writing that strongly 
criticizes someone or something 

rant

diatribe in New York magazine, accusing the 
sitcom’s producers of whitewashing his memoir in order to pander to mainstream audiences.

dichotomous [da 'k t m s] contradictory

As Canada’s industrial center has shifted west and multiculturalism has thrown dichotomous equations of nationhood for a loop, 
the drama of Quebec separatism has abated.

didactic [da dækt k] preachy

didactic as it is, feels far less limited or quaint than we might expect.

[ d f d nt]

On the campaign trail, though, he was 
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diffuse [d spread, disperse, 
wordy

dilatory [ d l t ri] sluggish, remiss, 
laggard

dilatory paragraph that, once analyzed, said either very 

dilemma [d 'lem ]

dilemma, but she may be tempted to engage in a 

diligent [ d l d nt] industrious 

Mary Garth, the quiet, diligent young woman whom many readers have seen as the alternative heroine of Eliot’s story, has been 
turned into Max Garth, a gay townie who resembles Mary in his humility and intelligence, if not in his appearance.

dim [d m]

(2)v. to make less bright or to become less bright 
darken

The President has a dim view of extending visas to employees in the technology industry. But, when it comes to his club, it’s a 
different story.

diminish [d m n ] (1)v. to make less or cause to appear less 
(2)v. to lessen the authority or reputation of 

diminish
the social and cultural one.

diminutive [d m t v] minuscule

Over the course of this immense time span, our species evolved from diminutive, small-brained bipeds eating fruit, digging for 
tubers, and catching the occasional lizard to what we are now: animals, as Friedrich Nietzsche put it, who can make promises.

dire [da r]

discard [d s k :d] v. to throw away because it is useless or unwanted 

Baranova strongly encourages the men to discard their old phones and use only sim cards and handsets issued to them in 
Moscow.

discern [d s :n] (1)v. to detect with the eyes 
(2)v. to recognize or identify as separate and distinct 

detect, discover

Trump’s statements on Chicago’s violence have been ambiguous, leaving observers to discern his intent, or, as Kellyanne 
Conway has suggested, to discern what is in his heart.

disciple [d 'sa pl] n. a convinced adherent of a school or individual adherent

Restless, he hitchhiked around the world and wound up in India, where he became a disciple of Neem Karoli Baba.

[d s'k mf t] v. to make confused or upset 

Like his name, the track is an enthusiastic but  homage that raises questions about appropriation and sincerity.

discordance [d s'k :d ns] n. the state or an instance of disagreement contention

view of the landscape shifts from discordance into order.

discredit [d s'kred t] v. to damage the reputation of 

He encountered opposition and obstacles to his research every step of the way, and gradually became convinced that Syngenta 
was carrying out an orchestrated campaign to unsettle and discredit him.

discrepancy [d s'kr p nsi] n. a difference especially between things that should be the same incongruity

A recent episode of the sitcom dramatized a similar discrepancy with a plot line in which Evan applies for a bank account and 

discretionary [d skre n ri]

It proposes eliminating all federal discretionary funding—the entirety—of 7 of the 12 federal programs that coordinate 
investments and other forms of assistance to support coal communities.
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discursion [d s'k : n] n. the state of talking or writing about many different things in a way that 
is not highly organized 

They move easily between travelogue and historical analogy, personal experience and philosophical meditation, discursion and 
sharp statement.

disdain [d s de n] n. a feeling of contempt for someone or something regarded as 
unworthy or inferior 

opprobrium, contempt

While blunt about his disdain for immigrants in general, and Mexican immigrants in particular, he was less consistent regarding 
children born in America to undocumented parents.

disenchant [,d s n't ænt] v. to free from illusion 

Rice’s production walks a tightrope between nostalgia and doubt, at once yearning for enchantment and seeking to disenchant.

disgorge [d s g :d ] v. to let out or release dump

A few blocks from downtown, the beautiful historic train station, which disgorged thousands of tourists a week during peak hiking 
season, has shut.

disgruntle [d s' r ntl] v. to make ill-humored or discontented crestfallen

In this episode of The Cartoon Lounge, with the help of the cartoonist Avi Steinberg, we read the sweetest complaint ever, from a 
disgruntled six-year-old girl who wants to know why kids can’t enter the caption contest. 

disinclination [ d s nkl ne n] n. a feeling of not wanting to do something 

The author’s disinclination

disinformation [ d s nf r me n] n. false information deliberately mendacity

disingenuous [ d s n d s]

Writing about characters having sex isn't very different from writing about characters doing anything else, but it would be 
disingenuous to act like I don't know that it can be received differently by readers.

disintegrate [d s' nt ret] v. to break apart into many small parts or pieces crumble

In 2016, my already strained relationship with my smartphone threatened to disintegrate completely. 

disinterested [d s ntr st d] fair, impartial

A statesman, the argument went, ought to have a disinterested view of the long-term welfare of the state, not a narrow factional 

dismantle [d s'mæntl] v. to take apart so that it is in separate pieces 

We have no intention to form a small group that would dismantle stability.

dismiss [d s m s] (1)v. to decide not to think about or consider 
(2)v. to permit or cause to leave 
(3)v. to remove from position or service 

He writes about race less regularly these days, and, when he does, it is often to dismiss the new mood as a kind of cult, long on 
shibboleths and pieties but woefully short on methods for bettering the lives of black Americans.

disorganize [d s' :g na z] v. to destroy or interrupt the orderly structure or function of 

The real fear in the Trump era should be that everything will become disorganized, chaotic, degenerate, clownish and 
incompetent.

disparage [d spær d ] v. to describe as unimportant, weak, bad, etc. slight

Republican members of Congress, who generally disagree with and disparage the idea of protectionism, applauded the line.

disparate [ d sp r t] heterogeneous, 
diverse, dissimilar, 
variant

disparate facts and ideas 
effortlessly assembled themselves in her mind and poured from her mouth as argument. 

dispassionate [d s'pæ n t] temperate, analytical
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Highly speculative theories of worldwide destruction—even the end of life on Earth—used as a call for a particular kind of political 
action serve neither the good reputation of science nor dispassionate political thought.

dispatch [d spæt ] (1)v. to send quickly to a particular place for a particular purpose celerity 

In the days that followed, investigators slowly sorted through the laptop’s contents, following standard protocols in a case that 
was anything but standard, and moving with surprisingly little dispatch

dispel [d spel] (1)v. to make go away or end 
(2)v. to drive away by or as if by scattering 

espite the lengthy speeches and festive air, the conference did little to dispel what had become unmistakable: the slow expiry 
of a once vibrant movement.

displace [d s ple s] (1
(2)v. to force to leave the area where they live 

obviate

In the early two-thousands, he did more than any other anchor to help Fox News displace CNN as the country’s most-watched 
cable-news network.

Day 3 There are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, hard work, and
learning from failure.

disproportionate [ d spr p : n t] a

The disproportionate stopping and frisking of blacks and Hispanics could be attributed to the disproportionate number of black 
and Hispanic people in the pool of criminals and potential criminals.

dispute [d (1)v. to engage in argument 
(2)v. to call into question 

Ea dispute media reports 
that Trump’s campaign advisers were frequently in touch with Russian intelligence agents.

disregard [ d sr g :d] (1)v. to pay no attention to 
(2)v. to ignore or treat as unimportant 

defy, contempt

Whether or not they actually are, members of the Trump Administration seem more than willing to disregard the ethics rules that 
they themselves created.

dissemble [di'sembl] v. to hide your true feelings, opinions, etc. duplicity

American spies have killed ordinary people on the streets of Pakistani cities, while the United States government has 
dissembled about their status.

dissimilar [d s m l ] a heterogeneous

Even when Tri Angle records are structurally dissimilar, they share a fondness for odd noises that skitter through the music.

distend [d stend] v. to become larger and rounder because of pressure from inside 

Bubbles can cause bloating and gas, which distend your stomach, providing more surface area for alcohol to be absorbed (and 

distinctive [d st kt v] a
different from others 

It veers off in directions that are as surprising as they are idiosyncratic; the movie’s identity is distinctive and integral—it really is 
a unique experience.

distribution [ d str n] (1)n. the act of giving or delivering something to people 
(2)n. the position, arrangement, or frequency of occurrence over an
area or through a space or unit of time 

Relying on herd immunity is shortsighted, since over time fewer people will be infected and the virus can gain a new foothold. 
Indeed, the geographic distribution of Aedes aegypti, the mosquito species that transmits Zika, is expanding.

divergent [da 'v d nt] a

Has a national election ever suggested a more vividly divergent

diversity [da v :s ti] n. the quality or state of having many different forms, types, ideas, etc. heterogeneity

L diversity policies and 

diverting [da v :t ] a entertaining
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Flight attendants on Southwest’s less-traveled routes are far funnier than the cast here. Watching a lonely suitcase circle a 
baggage claim conveyor belt is more diverting.

divest [d v st, da -] v. to deprive or dispossess strip

divided [d va d d]

The decision in the Castile case differed from other, similar cases of police violence in that it highlighted a kind of divided heart of 
Second Amendment conservatism, at least with regard to race.

divorced [d v :st] untethered, 
abstracted

divorced parent working in show business and raising 

doctrinaire
[,d ktr 'n r]

practice or theory 
dogmatic

doctrinaire
openness to movements of democratic change, a refusal to accept the given on its own terms.

documentary [ d mentri]

documentary

dogmatic [d g mæt k]
correct and cannot be doubted 

doctrinaire, rigid

By then, the rationalism of the Mu‘tazila school had been superseded by more dogmatic interpretations of Islam.

doom [du:m] (1)n. very bad events or situations that cannot be avoided 
(2)v. to make certain to fail, suffer, die, etc. ...

doom.

douse [da s] v. extinguish extinguish 

His lyrics were frequently doused with fatalism, yet he never seemed like a nihilist; Bennington was merely vexed by the futility of 
his love.

dovish [ d v ]
something, rather than using force and violence 

Like most other observers, I initially read it as a dovish document: it appeared to be designed to give Yellen and her colleagues 
the leeway to keep the funds rate low even well beyond the date when the unemployment rate drops below 6.5 per cent.

downplay [ da n ple ] v. to make seem smaller or less important 

downplayed this sort of internal combat, insisting that everyone was united around the 
President’s agenda.

drag [dræg] (1)n. someone or something that makes action or progress slower or 

The older sister kicked it, wondering how to drag it through the forest toward the cove and the dock.

dramatic [dr mæt k] spectacular 

Dramatic declines in the numbers of new Zika cases have also been noted in South and Central America.

draw [dr :] v. to cause to come elicit

show conceived to draw attention to a roster of homegrown designers vying to make a name for themselves amid the hectic 
rounds of New York Fashion Week.

dreary [ dr ri] tedious 

Her father lived for a year so dreary and relentlessly full of pain that she was forced to wish him dead.

droll [dr l]

droll and mischievous on further acquaintance, fundamentally sweet in his dealings with the 
world, he was free of the coldness that so often appears in people of great talent.
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dubious [ s]

 
suspect

Even Chinese commentators who are utterly skeptical of the President have pointed to Ivanka as the most respectable of an 
otherwise dubious cohort.

dull [d l]

Some art demands awe, no matter how dull or corrupt the critical apparatus of the viewer.

dump [d mp] v. to leave or get rid of quickly or without concern disgorge

Jazz is when you dump a bucket of forks and knives down the basement stairs and then frantically look around, yelling, 
"PLEASE tell me somebody got that!" 

duplicate [ ke t] v. to make an exact copy of 

The hardest thing about pastiche is to duplicate the style and tone of the original without falling into parody—without the self-

natural universality.

duplicity pl s ti] n. dishonest behavior that is meant to trick someone dissemblance

The lies and duplicity became an unbearable burden.

durable ['d r bl]

At once aggressive and defensive, punitive and protective, the Venetian ghetto proved to be a remarkably durable arrangement

dwindle [ dw ndl] v. to gradually become smaller contract

Such people still exist, but their number has dwindled, not least because rising ticket prices have made habitual attendance 
harder.

easygoing ['i:z g ] affable

As Al Gore’s press secretary, in 2000, he led the double-black-diamond effort of making the Vice-President seem loose and 
easygoing on the campaign trail.

ebb [eb] v. to get worse wane, decline

Those beloved tales had begun to ebb from memory by the beginning of the twentieth century, as the Arctic gradually lost its 
political and cultural stakes.

eclipse [ kl ps] (1)n. a loss of power, success, popularity, etc. 
(2)v. to make less important or popular …

outdo

eclipse the Palestinian question in the news.

economic [ i:k n :m k] pecuniary

A peaceful vote in Kenya, which is regarded as the most vibrant economic and democratic power in East Africa, could unleash 
billions of dollars in infrastructure and development contracts.

economy [ k n m ] n. careful use of money, resources, etc. brevity

The Neoplatonists’ conception of a deity, in which perfection was measured by abundant fecundity, was contradicted by that of 
the Aristotelians, in which perfection was displayed in the economy of creation.

ecstasy [ ekst si] n. a state of very great happiness euphoria 

The moment of ecstasy that Augustine and his mother shared was the most intense experience in his life—perhaps, as Rebecca 

['ef k s ] n. the power to produce a desired result or effect 

there is likely to be a relative dearth of new cases.

effusive [ v] emotional 

He remained in good spirits the following day, although he was extremely garrulous, not in his usual effusive way but slightly 
manic, slightly off—a consequence, the doctors explained, of toxins building up in his bloodstream from temporary loss of kidney 
function.

egalitarian [i gæl te ri n]

Instead of becoming more egalitarian, the country has become less so: the gap between America’s rich and poor grows ever 
wider.
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egregious [ gri:d i s]

In any case, King’s writing is affecting and engrossing, even as it’s egregious and frustrating.

elate [ 'le t] v. to make very happy and excited ...

McQueen worked the way a dreaming brain does, transmuting suppressed instinct into images that can trouble, mystify, and 
elate.

elegiac [ el d a k] plaintive 

elegiac
traversing an apocalyptic topography.

elemental [ el mentl]
something 

rudimentary

elemental poetry.

elicit [i l s t] v. to call forth or draw out draw out

She did not inspire love, or affection, or even warm friendship, but she did elicit interest, respect, admiration, and enthusiasm.

eliminate [ l m ne t] (1)v. to remove (something that is not wanted or needed) 
(2)v. to defeat and remove from a competition 

extirpate, put to rest

Gordon said that, at most banks today, the board members and senior staff don’t even have a credit card associated with the 
bank, in order to eliminate

elite [e li:t] n. the people who have the most wealth and status in a society 

the extravagant lifestyles of the American elite, and the unsavory ways in which they sought to create legacies.

elongate [ 'l et] v. to make longer or to grow longer 

Even though Copeland now has a more elongated
remains more buxom than most ballet dancers, and also more visibly athletic.

eloquent ['el kw nt] rhetoric

The best answer to the anthem conundrum, however, can be found in the most eloquent opinion in the history of the Supreme 
Court.

elude [i lu:d] (1)v. to avoid or escape by being quick, skillful, or clever 
(2)v. to fail to be understood or remembered by ...

puzzle

As a kid, Irving spent hours with his father practicing shooting the ball using fantastical spins so that his shots would elude the 
outstretched arms of the defender and bounce off the backboard into the hoop.

elusive [i lu:s v] slippery, evasive, 
cryptic 

Beneath the madcap storytelling, there is an elusive coherence: the seventeenth chapter of each book is told backward, and the 
last lines in all three books rhyme.

embed [ m'bed]

There are many insights in the essay collected in Observations on modernity, but they are embedded in a dense English 
translation of a dense German original that may make many of them opaque to most readers.

emblematic [ embl mæt k] totemic

Amusing as the gifts may be, they are emblematic of a more serious issue: Trump’s embrace of the Saudi regime, a stark 
reversal from his campaign rhetoric.

embody [ m b di] (1)v. to represent in a clear and obvious way 
(2)v. to include as a part of feature 

The apathetic children embody the country’s worst fantasy of what will become of the most vulnerable if Sweden abandons its 
values.

embrace [ m bres] v. to accept readily or gladly 

When they arrive here, they embrace their new lives and, by language, habit, and culture, become American.

embryonic [ embri n k] rudimentary

Here is an embryonic single-payer system that is growing fast and could be further expanded pretty easily.
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emendation [ i:men de n] n. an alteration designed to correct or improve revision

The cuts and emendations
grandeur and internal balance of what was clearly a grand opera.

emergent [i m :d nt]

In Rousseau’s view, the newly emergent intellectual and technocratic class did little more than provide literary and moral cover 

eminent ['em n nt] famous

This novel offers a sideways look at the Victorian age through the story of a woman who, liberated by widowhood from a ghastly 
eminent natural historians.

empirical [em'p r kl]

empirical realm—as matter 
decays, the spirit persists—but also celebrates the sonic diversity of avant-garde composition.

employ [ m pl ] (1)v. to use for a particular purpose or to do something 

Early in the campaign, Smith decided that he would employ any means necessary to assure a victory for Hayes, who, at the 
time, was serving a third term as Ohio’s governor.

empower [ m pa ]

empower the women of New York state by advocating for changes to the political 
system.

emulate [ t] (1)v. to try to be like 
(2)v. to strive to equal or excel 

imitate

When I began to take classes at Yale, I could not understand, let alone emulate, the amused indifference of many of my 
classmates.

enamor [ 'næm ] v. to cause to be loved or admired favor, captivate, 
hooked on 

Watching highlights of Ntilikina’s defensive prowess will enamor
ignored.

encomium [en k mi m] n. glowing and warmly enthusiastic praise tribute

of Young Children, the pre-K equivalent of the Good Housekeeping seal. But it didn’t merit that encomium.

encumber [ n k mb ] v. to impede or hamper the function or activity of 

Even encumbered by a giant prosthetic nose, he produced his characteristic virile tenor, his sound bright, taut and slightly 
metallic.

encyclopedic [ n sa kl pi:d k] exhaustive, 
polymathic

Books are good at delivering essentially linear stories, she insists, while computers are good at telling stories of a different kind: 
procedural, participatory, encyclopedic, and spatial.

endemic [en dem k] native, domestic, 
indigenous

China is so big and so hungry that its appetites could well doom numerous species at once, from the armored pangolin to the 
endemic to South African estuaries.

endorse [ n d :s] sanction, commend, 
support, authorize

endorse him.

endowment [ n da m nt] (1)n. the act of providing money to create or support a school, 
organization, etc. 
(2)n. a person’s natural ability or talent 

According to the Times, the fund-raising target is eight hundred million dollars, to cover construction costs and the initial 
endowment.

enduring [ n r ]
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Lula’s enduring appeal stems in part from the economic boom he oversaw during his term as President, when thirty million 
people in Brazil were lifted out of extreme poverty.

energize [ en d a z] v. to give energy or excitement to ...

Upon waking, Vongerichten and Cole each drink water with lemon, and crave foods that will sustain and energize them 
throughout the day.

enfeeble [ b l] v. deprive of strength 

enfeeble rats, mice, pigs, rabbits, 
squirrel monkeys, starlings, and parrots.

engaging [ n ge d ] winning 

It’s a days-and-nights book, a detailed, sobersided, but very engaging and at times gripping chronicle of music and society, all of 
it devoted to the unending drive and conscientiousness that made Toscanini’s performances so riveting—and, to some, so 
repellent.

engender [ n d end ] v. to cause to exist or to develop yield, induce

Anti-fur protestors crashing shows at New York Fashion Week are nothing new, but it seems their actions have rarely 
engendered change on the runways.

enhance [ n h :ns] v. to increase or improve hone

enhance the appeal of the overall book design.

enigmatic [ en g mæt k] perplexing

enigmatic; in that sense, the man was distant from his writing, since, in 
person, he was anything but an enigma.

enrich [ n r t ] v. to make rich or richer especially by the addition or increase of some 
desirable quality, attribute, or ingredient 

Village to discuss how walking in the neighborhood has changed over time, and how walking can enrich the experience of urban 
life.

ensue [ n'su] v. to happen as a result 

Hilarious mishaps ensue

entailed by [ n te l] v. to impose, involve, or imply as a necessary accompaniment or result inferable from

entailed by the conventional law, so they 
represent more of an extension than a complete revolution.

entangle [ n'tæ gl] v. to cause to get caught in or twisted with something else 

He doesn’t much like to talk about it in great detail, for fear of being entangled in it again.

enterprising [ ent pra z ]

As the cost of opening a restaurant in the city creeps ever skyward, a whole generation of enterprising young cooks is learning 
how to work all sorts of culinary miracles using less and less.

entreat [ n tri:t] v. to ask in a serious and emotional way 

A legal scholar who studied at Peking University, Cao will someday be in China’s history books for her courageous, persistent 
entreat

have suffered in the provinces.

entrench [ n'trent ] v. to place in a very strong position that cannot easily be changed …

entrench our reliance on code 

enviable [ envi bl] coveted 

No mammal is known to share that enviable capability, but self-healing hair cells look enough like non-self-healing hair cells that 
scientists have been tantalized ever since by the possibility that human ears might be induced to repair themselves, too.

ephemeral [ fem r l] transitory, short-lived 

Indeed, its existence is so ephemeral that without special procedures medical researchers are unable to sample it before the 
body has destroyed it. The transient nature of the chemical transmitter is necessary to the normal functioning of the body.
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equable ['ekw bl]

equable
attacks. 

equanimity [,ekw 'n m t ] n. calm emotions when dealing with problems or pressure 

Psychological equanimity is restored by bolstering self-worth and faith in the cultural worldview, typically by engaging in culturally 
valued behaviors and by venerating people who are similar to oneself and berating, converting, or annihilating those who are 
different.

equivalent [ 'kw v l nt] commensurate

The meticulous dramatization of events intended to shock strikes me as the moral equivalent of pornography.

equivocal [ 'kw v kl] ambiguous

Suu Kyi’s equivocal attitude towards the violence suffered by Burma’s Muslim minority has alarmed even her most dedicated 
fans.

erode [ r d] v. to diminish or destroy by degrees 

If he pulls the U.S. out of the Paris Agreement, he will raise the risks of environmental calamities, erode America's claim to the 
moral high ground, and undercut the nation’s efforts to forge a leadership position in the transition to a low-carbon global 
economy.

errant [ er nt] wayward

The very conception of the modern corporation is that it limits individual liability. Yet, in the decades after the United Brands case, 
prosecutors often pursued both errant executives and the companies they worked for.

erratic [ ræt k]

capricious

Corporate executives increasingly view Trump as so erratic, unpredictable, and polarizing that being too close to him risks 
alienating employees and consumers.

erroneous [ 'ron s] inaccurate

The erroneous

erstwhile [ :stwa l] onetime 

Of course, once the fanatics gained control of the state apparatus, or parts of it, they used it to consolidate power and eliminate 
their opponents and erstwhile allies.

erudite [ eruda t] learned

John Harris was erudite
chef’s toque with a gigantic head of garlic at the top.

eschew [ s t u:] v. to avoid especially because you do not think it is right, proper, etc. 

eschew

esoteric [ es ter k] recondite, arcane, 
abstruse 

They continue to write in this way, deliberately obscure and esoteric, because it is a shortcut to being mysterious.

espouse [ spa z] v. to express support for champion, advocate, 
defend 

Alice espoused an eclectic set of beliefs drawn largely from Hindu texts such as the Bhagavad Gita and Vedas, but also from 
Taoism, Christianity, Zoroastrianism, and ancient Egyptian religion.

essential [ sen l] indispensable

Trump, in the manic seven months since his Inauguration, has lacked the essential quality of Presidential leadership, which is to 

makes.

established [ stæbl t]
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established rules by which cells form engagements and alliances with other cells.

estrange [ s'tre nd ] v. to cause someone to be no longer friendly or close to another person 
or group 

unlinked, disaffect

now estranged.

eternal [ t :nl]

The comedy inherent in the setup is balanced by the bereaved couple’s anguish and longing; Lowery’s spare, ardent images take 
a practical look at both sides of the boundary between life and death, between the present day and the eternal.

eulogize [ d a z] v. to speak or write in high praise of lionize 

eulogized
caskets alongside his dad’s remains.

euphoria f :ri ] n. a feeling of great happiness and excitement ecstasy 

euphoria and lingered on forebodingly.

evanescent [ i:v nesnt] momentary

The explanation is also ridiculous because a victory like this is the result not of evanescent events but rather the culmination of 
years in which the political stew of discontent was simmering until Trump brought it to a sizzling boil.

evangelist [ vænd l st] n. an enthusiastic advocate 

evasive [ ve s v] elusive, equivocal

If there was an organizing principle in Attorney General Jeff Sessions’s testimony before the Senate Intelligence Committee on 
Tuesday—which was by turns dismissive, incoherent, evasive, and shameful—it was that certain people are owed deference, 
and certain others are not.

evenhanded ['i:v n'hænd d] impartial

of walls that once separated news, opinion and advertising; an ideology that mistakes evenhandedness

evolve [i v lv] v. to change or develop slowly often into a better, more complex, or 
more advanced state 

Former White House chief strategist Steve Bannon offered his predictions about how the Trump administration will evolve now 
that he is no longer working for the president.

exacerbate [ 'zæs bet] v. to make more violent, bitter, or severe aggravate

exacerbate hearing loss 
by indiscriminately amplifying harmful sounds.

exacting [ g zækt ] prescriptive, rigorous, 
demanding

Some members of his band have been playing with him since the nineteen-seventies, and they know him as an easygoing but 
exacting

exactitude [ g zækt n. the quality or state of being accurate and correct meticulousness

Macho and minimalist alike, the sentences are thrilling still in their exactitude and audacity.

exaggerate [ g zæd re t] v. to think of or describe something as larger or greater than it really is hyperbole, overrate

and exaggerate and even celebrate them as proof that things aren’t so unusual, after all.

exalt [ g z :lt] v. to praise highly valorize

The role of the critic, Scott says, is to resist the manufactured consensus—to interrogate the successful, to exalt the unknown, to 
argue for ambiguity and complexity. 

exasperation [ z :sp 're n] n. the state of being very annoyed or upset irascibility

exasperation 
and unease.

exceptional [ k sep nl] preternatural 
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It turned out to be an exceptional piece of work, and its production by the New York City Opera (which runs at Jazz at Lincoln 

excoriate [ eks k :rie t] v. to criticize very harshly indict, crab 

Trump had been excoriated for his unwillingness to condemn the groups behind the violent protests that left one woman dead 
who was hit by a car allegedly driven by a man with ties to white supremacy groups.

exculpate [ eksk lpe t] v. to prove that someone is not guilty of doing something wrong vindicate

According to his attorney, the abiding amount of evidence and witness statements seem to exculpate him from the assault in 
Galveston earlier this season.

exemplary [ g zempl ri] model

exemplary exception to 
the rule.

exhaustive [ g z :st v]  encyclopedic, 
comprehensive

Hafner was not involved in the lunchbox paper, but from 2004 to 2012 he and a team of researchers conducted an exhaustive 
examination of nine hundred artifacts from a different mountain pass nearby.

exhilarate [ z l ret] v. to make cheerful and excited 

exigent ['eks d nt] pressing

exigent circumstances

exiguous [eg z s] tenuous

is exiguous

exonerate [ g z n re t] v. to prove that someone is not guilty of a crime or responsible for a 
problem, bad situation, etc. 

absolve 

has helped exonerate defendants.

expansion [ k spæn n] n. the act of becoming bigger or of making something bigger augmentation, 
burgeoning

expansion to France and Germany 
has not happened.

expel [ k spel] oust

Charlottesville confronts Canadian Conservatives with a choice: to play footsy with intolerants, or to expel them from the party 
and the movement.

experimental [ k sper mentl]
general 

innovative 

This episode looks at houses that have really pushed the architectural boundaries by using experimental techniques.

explicit [ k spl s t]
ambiguity 

Sometimes the analysis is explicit and conscious, though in most cases it's subconscious and embedded in euphemism. 

exploit [ k spl t] (1)v. to get value or use form 
(2)v. to use in a way that helps you unfairly 

If he’s not an outright racist—and many people would say that he is—he’s always eager to exploit
of his supporters harbor.

external [ k'st nl]

Army's top commanders on Friday discussed internal and external security situation of the country and progress of operation 
Radd ul Fasaad at the Corps Commanders' Conference, the military said.
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extinguish [ k st gw ] (1)v. to cause to stop burning 
(2)v. to cause the end or death of 

douse 

extinguish

extirpate [ ekst pe t] v. to destroy or remove completely eliminate

I would simply pack enough coffee to cover several months of severe withdrawal in order to extirpate the demons of caffeine.

extol [ k st l] v. to praise highly applaud

extol
emphasis on olive oil and fatty nuts. 

extraneous [ k stre ni s] irrelevant

Each movement dovetails perfectly with the next, with no extraneous

extrapolate [ k'stræp le t] n. to form an opinion or to make an estimate about something from 
known facts 

Although not stated explicitly in the story, we can extrapolate that to acquire as much knowledge as she can is a way for her to 
exert some control on a world that would otherwise only worry and confuse her.

extravagant [ k'stræv g nt]

extravagant use of 
taxpayer money.

extremist [ k stri:m st] n. people who use violent or extreme methods zealot

Acknowledging the frustrations and hopes of American Muslims, or of Afghans, of course, will not stabilize countries or counter 
extremist groups.

exuberant [ g r nt]

He was artistically ambitious and personally humble, exuberant, frantic, and funny.

eye-catching [a kæt ]

While there were some eye-catching
that might be explained by Ford’s recent relocation to Los Angeles, there was plenty of dusty roses, dark denims and inky blacks 
on hand as well.

facile [ fæsa l]

of the country’s relationship to its own history than the facile concerns over the usage of the word.

facilitate [f s l te t] v. help bring about further 

We sought to facilitate the process by proffering Bach, whose works are full of symmetry, and Beethoven, who championed 
Bach’s music and borrowed from it.

factious ['fæk s] schism 

Trump could not be easily normalized, even if the media had such a goal. But the country’s highly polarized electorate and its 
factious media environment are combining to produce a linguistic battle royale.

fairness [ fe n s] n. the act of treating people in a way that does not favor some over 
others 

objectivity

Although Bharara’s approach to policing white-collar crime found many critics, he was an effective, ambitious prosecutor, 
fairness

Republicans.

fallacious [f le s]

To portray Ronald Reagan as a friend of the working class is not only fallacious—it is dangerous.

fanciful [ fæns

It seems like even the most fanciful and absurd idea for a new show has a shot at being brought to life.

fascinate ['fæs ne t] v. to cause to be very interested in 
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Ants fascinate me, with their matriarchy, industry, and powerful sense of smell, which they use to recognize the caste of other 
colony members. 

fastidious
[fæ'st d s]

the direction of a too fastidious intellectual rigor. 

fathom [ fæ m] v. to penetrate and come to understand 

faultless [ f :ltl s] perfect

Even if we are not faultless, the news media remain an essential component in the democratic process and should not be 
undermined by the president.

favorable ['fe v r bl] auspicious

He was, on the other hand, pleased to learn that the new Juno-Gett would be honoring the favorable commission rate Juno had 
been offering, at least for a few months.

fealty lt ] n. loyalty to a person, group, etc. 

For the time being, at least, the former ExxonMobil executive is staying and even signalled his fealty
statement in support of the president’s tax cut plan, an unusual intervention in domestic policy for a secretary of state.

feckless ['fekl s]

In China, a country that is trying to reconcile its system of stringent political control with the porousness of modern culture, even a 
feckless pop star like Justin Bieber can be a threat.

feeble [

Her daughter’s psyche is so feeble that anything can rattle her.

feedback [ n. helpful information or criticism that is given to someone to say what 
can be done to improve a performance, product, etc. 

Some passengers in the previous feedback suggested that staff deployed at the gate should greet passengers with a smile and 
should know the local language.

feigned [fe nd]  false

feigned and genuine.

fervor [ f :v ] n. a strong feeling of excitement and enthusiasm  

Throughout the 2016 Presidential race, the Enquirer embraced Trump with sycophantic fervor.

fester ['fest ] v. to become worse as time passes 

fester even in liberal democracies.

['f kl] versatile, volatile, 

capricious

How did the 

[ fa ri] impassioned

Cool, brutal, elegant, , he established a kind of International Style in music, and propagated it in polemical writings and 
through institutional networks. 

[ f g r t v]
look 

symbolic 

The artist has spent her career using abstract and  images to tell enigmatic stories. But a recent work has made her an 

['f lt ] n. a device that is used to remove something unwanted from a liquid or 
gas that passes through it 

.

[ f t ] apposite 
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nationalists like an ill-  suit.

[f k se t d] obsessed

It was opened, in March, by Felipe Mendez Candelas, an obsessive record collector who has lately been  on African 
dance music, tropical house, and disco.

[ gr nt] egregious 

 

] momentary

That  period of time—shortly before the sun sets, or after it rises, when shadows grow longer and everything appears to 
glow—lends us an opportunity to reconsider the world around us, recast in warm color. 

[ 'b l t ] n. the state of being easily changed adaptability, 
suppleness

The classic arcade game demands 
want in their algorithms.

[ r ] (1)v. to grow well 
(2)v. to be very successful 
(3)v. to hold up and show in an excited or proud way 

.

t] v. to break or ignore without hiding what you are doing or showing fear 
of shame 

spurn, defy, disregard

The American people deserve an Attorney General who will come to work every day ready to  the Constitution.

[ kt ue t] v. to change level, strength, or value frequently vary, vacillate 

[ m ri]

The stars’ attitudes toward their glowing press are diametrically opposed: some think it  and others take the adulation 
seriously.

[ m ks] v. confuse confound

Under the leadership of Michels, and later as a manager himself,
Football, in which, rather than executing set plays and chasing down long passes, players constantly exchanged positions, 
moving into open space and making sharp passes in order to  the opposing team’s defense. 

]  [w ] v. ...

Saul’s particular combination of intellectuality and vitality was not paradoxical; it was category-shattering. Energy was, in a way, 
his very theme. Was ever a bookish soul so cracklingly unmediated, so 

forbear [f : be ] v. to choose not to do 

She was never precipitate; she was nothing if not discreet, so she forbore for the present to declare her passion.

foreground
['f r ra nd] (1)v. to make more important 

(2)n. an important position 

A border fence, snaking along a hill in the distance, is echoed, in the foreground, by a highway’s double yellow line—the kind 
that drivers aren’t legally allowed to cross. 

forerunner [ f :r n ] (1)n. someone or something that comes before another 
(2)n. a sign of something that is going to happen 

precursor 

The series was a forerunner to the conceptual approach to cartoons that blossomed decades later, in the works of artists such 
as William Steig and Saul Steinberg. 

foresee [f : si:] v. to see beforehand anticipate

will now foresee for Palestinians in the occupied territories.

foresight ['f sa t] n. the ability to see what will or might happen in the future 

hindsight into foresight
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forestall [f : st :l] (1)v. to stop from happening or to cause to happen at a later time 

(2)v. to act before in order to prevent something 

stave off, avert, 
prevent

To forestall further acts of terror, Bangladesh's government will have to face up to that grim new reality.

forge
[f d ] (1)v. to form by heating and hammering 

(2)v. to make or imitate falsely especially with intent to defraud 
fabricate

It could help to forge solidarity between women with favorable working conditions and women who have no such thing.

forgo [f :' ]

forgo the entrée.

formidable ['f m d bl] daunting 

formidable reminder of the power of the Hollywood star system.

formulaic [ f le k]
similar situations 

canned 

Jaime Javier Rodriguez notes that popular art forms often conceal a daunting complexity: frequently what appears formulaic 
becomes intricate and challenging when closely examined.

forsake [f se k] v. to give up or leave entirely neglect 

He keeps her, to thread her way among the others or to start up a little something on the side—thus giving texture to what’s going 
forsake their partners and run to her. 

foster [ f st ] (1)v. affording, receiving, or sharing nurture or parental care though not 
related by blood or legal ties 
(2)v. to help grow or develop 

spur, adopt

Larissa MacFarquhar’s article shines a light on the tragedy of children in the foster-care system by giving a voice to mothers, 

foundation [fa n de n] (1)n. the act of founding 
(2)n. a basis upon which something stands or is supported 

inception, bedrock

Chuck Berry takes up a lot of square footage in the foundation of rock music. And every musician knows it.

founder [ fa nd ] (1)v. to experience failure 
(2)n. one founds or establishes 

In the discussions on international patent law, many contentious issues will probably be pushed far into the future. This cautious 
approach makes diplomatic sense, since attempts over the past 15 years to reach international agreements on patents have 
foundered

fractious [ fræk s] restive, skittish

Even in a fractious

fraudulent ['fr d l nt]
valuable 

malfeasant

I e-mailed Catherine Frazier, a spokeswoman for the Cruz campaign, and asked her what the campaign’s methodology was for 
arriving at its voting scores and whether the scores were fraudulent. 

fringe [fr nd ] n. edge, periphery marginal, peripheral

One might observe a fascination with fringe
or a particular kind of humor that involves the unapologetic intermingling of high and low culture.

frugal ['fru l] thrifty

Before there was Marie Kondo, who taught us the magic of tidiness, or Hillary Clinton, who made a white pantsuit into a mantra, 
there was Sara Berman, whose frugal

frustrating [fr stre t ]

frustrating: endless hours spent trying to understand legal documents, calling 
people who refuse to talk, getting exciting breakthroughs that turn out to be incorrect.
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fund [f nd] (1)n. an amount of money that is used for a special purpose 
(2)v. to provide money for …

Even though the source of funding

fundamental
[f nd 'mentl] a

C
questioning of even our most fundamental assumptions about reality.

fungible ['f nd bl] a interchangeable 

Seeming and being were, and remain, magnetic poles of Basquiat’s genius, and elements of a fungible myth.

fusion n] n. a combination or mixture of things synthesis 

epending on the quality of your introduction to sesame-crusted tuna or similar sanitized novelties at trendier-than-thou enclaves, 
your opinion of Asian fusion may occupy some intersection of tortured and tacky.

fusty [ f sti] (1 obsolete, outmoded 

The authoritarian reformers were less fusty country squires attached to old English institutions than an élite executive class of 
intellectuals and aristocrats.

futile ta l] a pointless

It’s self-comforting, rather, in its exercise of Bush’s never-doubted sincerity and humility—virtues that were maddeningly futile 
when he governed, and that now shine brighter, in contrast with Trump, than may be merited.

futurity [ t r ti] n. time to come: future 

gaffe [gæf] n. a mistake made in a social situation 

H gaffe

gainsay [ en se] v. to declare to be untrue or invalid 

galvanize [ gælv na z] v. to stimulate or excite as if by an electric shock animate, rouse

Trump’s January executive order, he said, helped galvanize Republican support for the state law, and federal hostility to local 
power framed the terms of the debate.

garrulous [ gær l s] a loquacious

He was naturally garrulous garrulous

gauge [ e d ] (1)v. to measure exactly 
(2)n. an instrument that is used for measuring something 

reckon 

He could no longer reliably gauge how irrational, irresponsible, and self-destructive members of his own party might be.

general ['d en r l] (1 abstract

I generality.

generate [ d en re t] v. to produce or cause to be produced originate

A person’s capacity to generate a large number of e-mails is a key indicator that he or she has the stamina to perform well in a 
demanding executive position, a new medical report released on Monday asserts.

Day 4 Few things are impossible in themselves; and it is often for want of will, rather than
of means, that man fails to succeed.

generic [d ner k] a inclusive

There’s an antique birdcage and a mellow oak bar, and cocktails like the Sunday Tea (peach moonshine, bourbon, sweet tea, 
lemon), which might lull you into a generic dream of the South.

genial [ d i:ni l] a friendly

He was the genial overseeing adult of a beautiful children’s crusade, who helped keep it from chaos.
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genius [ d i:ni s] (1)n. a very smart or talented person 
(2)n. great natural ability 

genius.

germane [d : me n] relevant, apposite

It is hard to imagine a more germane
for when we have grown tired of exhibiting graceful restraint.

given [' vn]

Baker was struck by the amount of contention she saw at the renowned medical facility; for all their experience, the physicians 
could not seem to agree on the correct diagnosis for any given patient.

glean [gli:n] v. to gather or collect in a gradual way obtain

I suspect that listeners in 2017—like me after my week of excessive emotion—will be highly receptive listeners, eager for any 
insights we can glean. 

gloat [gl t]
own success or another person’s failure 

To the Brits, the Fourth of July is a day for rebels to gloat, waste good tea, and serve bangers sans mash (gasp).

gloomy [ glu:mi] lugubrious, cheerless

Most Trump supporters, however, would not let such gloomy predictions about the future ruin what for them was a day of 
unbridled celebration.

glut [gl t] n. too much of something surfeit, plethora

fusty glut

goose bumps
[gu sb mps] n. small bumps on your skin that are caused by cold, fear, or a sudden 

feeling of excitement 

My arms prickled with goose bumps, and the minute and a half of totality felt no longer than a head-spinning ten seconds.

govern [ g vn] (1)v. to exercise continuous sovereign authority over 
(2)v. to control or guide the actions of 

determine

the nomenclature lacks useful clarity, having no relationship to the underlying principles that govern nature.

grandiose [ grændio s]
exaggeration 

grandeur 

gratify [ græt fa ] please

The prospect of a retrospective would doubtless gratify him, although the skeptic in him would be astounded.

gregarious [gr 'ge r s] sociable 

A bar underneath Kaufman Astoria Studios hosts gregarious locals—and possibly a chainsmoking ghost.

groundless [ gra ndl s] unwarranted

It was a law of remarkable mean-spiritedness, seemingly intended to produce moral panic around groundless fears of cross-
dressing men following women into bathrooms and high-school boys invading girls’ locker rooms.

guardian [ g :di n] n. someone or something that washes or protects something 

He has shown through his actions that he regards his role as that of a guardian of the public interest in the purest sense. 

guile [ga l] n. deceitful cunning deviousness 

He kept in touch with his friend, seeing him as a kind of career counsellor and, not without guile, as a potential source. 

hail [he l] v. to greet with enthusiastic approval acclaim

It is not unusual for American eduction leaders to hold up another nation as a model for school reform: in the mid-nineteenth 
hailed the professionalism and structure of the Prussian school system.

half-formulated [h :f f ted]
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with uncanny aptness, ideas already half-formulated in the minds of her contemporaries.

halfhearted ['h :f'h :t d] tepid, lukewarm

It was a halfhearted attempt at Obamacare reform, it was no interest really on the infrastructure—they’ll do a very standard 
Republican version of taxes.

hallmark [ h :lm :k] n. a quality, ability, etc., that is typical of a particular person or thing 

hallmark

hallow ['hæl ] v. to respect greatly respect 

The global appeal of the novel has led some fans to hallow it as a classic, but, with all due respect, it is not to be confused with 

hamper [ hæmp ] v. to slow the movement, progress, or action of impede

Obama made it clear that the kind of hacking hamper
most urgent concern. 

hamstring [ hæmstr ] v. to damage or ruin the force or effectiveness of impair

hamstring Barack 
Obama’s Presidency.

haphazard [hæp hæz d] random, helter-skelter 

Shot by shot, line by line, moment by moment, Varda rescues the vitality and the beauty of the incidental, the haphazard, the 

harmonize ['h m na z] v. to bring into consonance or accord 

To me, this suffusion of language and light is like a chorus, because the scrolling words must harmonize with light, or push up 
against it.

harsh [h : ]
the touch 

The President-elect’s cabinet appointments speak to a harsh reality: this is an anti-science Administration.

hasty [ he sti] impulsive, rapid

You can see the decline in the once charming wooden structures that have needed a coat of paint for a long time, in the closed 
storefronts, and in the hasty

heartless [ h :tl s] callous 

heartless

hedge [hed ] v. to avoid giving a promise or direct answer 

stated as absolutes, are now often hedged.

heed [hid] v. to pay attention to 

What else is there to do but listen and heed them when they shout

helter-skelter [ helt  skelt ] haphazard 

Clinton’s delivery of these ideas has become more effective, and Trump’s growing list of helter-skelter propositions and daily 

heterodox ['het r d ks] iconoclastic

It attempts to show, through prodigious but lightly worn scholarship, how complex and heterodox the Indian past was, and how it 
has been, and continues to be, constructed.

heterogeneous [ het r d i:ni s] disparate, dissimilar

heterogeneous family, the virtues of exogamy—and her parents’ idiosyncratic 
temperaments lend Emily substance that the character’s own actions and words never demonstrate.

hew to ] phrase. conform to
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Many scholars have argued that the United States Supreme Court usually hews to public opinion in its decisions because it fears 
that it will lose public support if does not; when it does depart from public opinion, it whips up political maelstroms.

hidebound ['ha dba nd]

the right person to revolutionize the hidebound American orchestra.

hierarchical [ ha r :k kl]

Men and women are closer to each other in size than are the famously peaceful, and non-hierarchical, male and female 
bonobos.

high-minded [hai maindid]

high-minded religious talk, and leaves a wall around the mind, especially to a generation taught to question everything.

hinder [ h nd ] stymie, inhibit, block

hinder science in its pursuit of its most important goal: the unfettered and open 
questioning of even our most fundamental assumptions about reality.

hitch [h t ]
to do 

snag

A federal agency, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, granted her permission for the trip, but there was a technical hitch.

hodgepodge [ h d p d ] n. a mixture of different things patchwork, welter, 
pastiche

This début short-story collection moves through a hodgepodge of settings and periods, depicting characters on the edge of 
society and of disaster. 

homogeneity [ h m d ni: ti] n. the state of having identical cumulative distribution function or values resemblance, uniform

The homogeneity amounted to a defense of identity.

hone [h n] v. to make more acute, intense, or effective enhance

hone their party’s 
opposition message.

honor [' n ] (1)n. respect that is given to someone who is admired 
(2)v. to regard or treat with respect and admiration 

venerate

Girls are born only to stay at home and to bring honor to the family by following family traditions, but Qandeel had never done 
that.

hortatory ['h :t t r ]

When depicting his main characters’ inner turmoil, Richardson moves well beyond his hortatory preoccupations.

hubris [ s] arrogance

touched on underlying terrors—largely also focussed on the hubris of recklessly manipulating nature.

humdrum ['h mdr m] dull

Benyamina had enlivened a mostly humdrum conversation by once again invoking her clitoris.

humility m l ti] n. the quality or state of not thinking you are better than other people modesty

There were artifacts illustrating that we want our leaders to inspire us but to express personal humility, paying respect to the 

hyperbole [ha p :b li] n. language that describes something as better or worse than it really is exaggeration

hyperbole under duress.

hypocrisy [h p kr si] n. a feigning to be what one is not or to believe what one does not mendacity, insincerity 

I think these discrepancies, which could be labelled hypocrisy, actually make people complex and endearing.

iconoclast [a k n klæst] n. a person who criticizes or opposes beliefs and practices that are 
widely accepted 
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Kid Rock has self-styled as a patriotic iconoclast, a rebel cowboy on a rampage against anything effete, élite, or soft.

idealistic [ a di l st k] quixotic

It is one of the great ironies of modern American politics that the candidate who most closely followed the advice of the 
Reformicons, a group of young and idealistic

ideologue
['a d l ] n. someone who very strongly supports and is guided by the ideology of 

a particular group 
zealot

He is not a conservative ideologue—he is pro-choice, a moderate on gun control, and anti-death penalty—and he is well-liked by 
reporters. 

idiosyncratic [ d rs 'kræt k] distinct

ignorance [ gn r ns] n. a lack of knowledge, understanding, or education unfamiliarity

There was a lot that he didn’t know about robbing banks, and every moment was another opportunity to reveal his ignorance.

illusory [ lu:s ri]

None of these approaches has eradicated terrorism, a goal that is arguably illusory. 

imbibe [ m ba b] (1)v. to drink alcohol 
(2)v. to receive into the mind and retain 

quaff 

As unappealing as a leafy Tostitos lime cocktail with hints of S.P.F. 50 may sound, this Bar Tabber managed to imbibe some 
winning drinks in the line of duty in 2015.

imitate [' m tet] v. to follow as a pattern, model, or example emulate

The editing and cinematography seem to imitate
everlasting.

immaterial [ m t ri l] inconsequential

immaterial sculptures, spinning in virtual space.

immense [ mens] colossal 

A recent memorial for the choreographer paid tribute to a dancer of immense wit, courage, and nonchalant elegance.

imminent [' m n nt]

Trump supporters celebrated the imminent loss of their health insurance.

immortality [ m : tæl ti] n. the quality or state of someone or something that will never die or be 
forgotten 

boredom, and immortality in the year 17776.

immutable [ bl]

Sex, like race, is an immutable characteristic determined solely by the accident of birth.

impair [ m pe ] v. to make weaker or worse hamstring, 
undermine, vitiate, 
compromise, 
undercut 

impair children’s development, but recent research suggests that most of the common 
fears about children and screens are unfounded. 

impartial [ m p : l] evenhanded, 
disinterested, fair, 
detachment

impartial

impassioned [ m pæ nd]

Last Wednesday, Secretary of State John Kerry delivered a lengthy and impassioned speech on Israel and Palestine that will go 

impassive [ m pæs v]
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An arrestingly creepy feature of many images is the discord between a dreamer’s impassive expression and her predicament: 
she is literally not awake to its horror. 

impecunious [ mp s] indigent 

impecunious
does not love

impede [ m pi:d] v. to slow the movement, progress, or action of hamper

If Russia were to impede

from the United States.

impenetrable [ m'pen tr bl]

impenetrable

imperceptible [ mp 'sept bl] gradual

light from parts of the spectrum imperceptible to the human eye.

imperil [ m p r l] v. to bring into peril: endanger 

impermanent [ m p :m n nt]

His game-changing shows remind us that ours is an impermanent and fragile world.

impetuous [ m pet u s] precipitate

Ray (Richard Pryor) is a small-time gambling boss who adopts a hot-headed orphan who, as Ray comes up in the world, grows 
up to be his right-hand man, an impetuous trouble-maker nicknamed Quick (played by Murphy). 

implacable [ m plæk bl]
way that cannot be changed  

unyielding, inexorable

visionary, yet harshly implacable drama.

implement [ mpl ment] v. to begin to do or use 

Customs and Border Protection is tasked with implementing the travel ban at the nation’s points of entry. 

impolitic [ m'p l t k] tactless

Stephens would play passively or press too hard, and then face the media—which was quick to make much of her impolitic 
comments—with a scowl.

import [ mp :t] n. importance 

From sentence to story, she narrates with great skill and deliberation, so that the reader soon relaxes in the assurance that a hint 
or a brushstroke delivered in chapter 1 will be given import before the novel comes to an end.

impotent [' mp t nt]

Psychological name-calling is an impotent avoidance of our responsibility as citizens, and it represents a failure to try to get 
insight into us, which is much more important.

impressive [ m pres v]

impressive

improvise [' mpr va z] v. to speak or perform without preparation  

He and his photo assistant, Victoria Gonzalez-Figueras, who is also his wife, were forced to improvise

impudent [' d nt]

warned on his weekly newsmagazine 
impudent

impugn [ m v. to assail by words or argument 

Perhaps his aides would have a clearer way of describing the man they are now trying to impugn.

impulsive [ m p ls v] capricious, hasty
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The worrying thing about Trump is that his impulsiveness is combined with authoritarian instincts and, according to some 
accounts, an unhealthy interest in populist dictators.

inaccessible [ næk ses bl] opaque

viewed as nearly inaccessible.

inadequate [ n æd kw t]

The politicians who are the most incensed about the issue are also interested in using the episode as a way to strengthen the 
federal government’s woefully inadequate commitment to open-records laws.

inborn [ n b :n]

French women have an inborn talent for recognizing quality and buying things that last.

inception [ n sep n] n. the time at which something begins foundation

They were made, in short, by the force that has been at the heart of the national experience since the country’s inception, and 
that drives the national legend still.

inclined [ n'kla nd] …

In the background was London—a city of disease and murders, and perfect material for a mind inclined toward the gothic.

inclusive [ n klu:s v] generic, all-
encompassing 

One may get a sense of its scope and inclusiveness
Management, which administers the program, explains it to federal employees. 

incommensurable [ nk men r bl]

incommensurable

incomprehensible [ n,k mpr 'h ns bl] inexplicable

Obama’s inaction is as incomprehensible as it is reprehensible, especially considering that the Obama Administration had 
several months to respond before the election, and that it was plain that Russian hacking was undermining the democratic 
process.

incongruity [, nk 'gr ti] n. something that is incongruous discrepancy

In Wieland’s photos, though, pet owners are only offscreen presences; it’s the animals themselves, and the sometimes unsettling 
incongruity of their urban life styles, that captures his attention. 

inconsequential [ n k ns kwen l] trivial, immaterial

inconsequential by comparison.

inconsistent [ nk n s st nt] mixed

The approach of the United States has been inconsistent, and changed from President to President.

inconstant [ n k nst nt]

Leadership may be, by its nature, an anxious and inconstant

incorporate [ n k :p re t] (1)v. to include as part of something else 
(2)v. to blend or combine 

It treats perfectly competitive markets as special cases rather than the norm, trying to incorporate from the very beginning the 
progress economists have made during the past forty years or so in analyzing more complex situations

incursion [ n k : n] n. a sudden invasion or attack 

Rangely is a conservative town, but it has welcomed the incursion of avant-gardists bearing didgeridoos, and some of the most 
dedicated sonic tinkerers are locals.

indebted [ n'det d] beholden

indebted to the publicist who sent it to her, so she said something 
nice about it.
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indecorous
[ n'dek r s]

It was a little indecorous

indict [ n da t] v. to charge with a fault or offense excoriate 

somewhat ambiguous clause that will no doubt play a role in the Attorney General’s weighing of a potential indictment.

indifferent [ n d fr nt] apathy

indifferent

indigent [ nd d nt] impecunious 

provides health care to the poor and indigent.

indiscernible [ nd s :n bl] imperceptible 

The process is so gradual as to be nearly indiscernible

indiscriminate [ nd s kr m n t]
way 

The Times indiscriminate explosion of 

indispensable [ nd 'spens bl] essential, crucial

for one of the most indispensable accounts of the music’s early days.

indubitable [ b t bl] incontrovertible

indubitable
Presidential power in general.

induce [ n'dus] v. to cause to do something engender

and condemned the Assads to induce policy changes.

industrious [ n d stri s] diligent 

Sunk in sloth, the narrator seeks redemption through marriage to a smart, industrious woman.

inert [ n :t] stasis

inert and immovable feelings of regret and longing are.

inevitable [ n ev t bl] unavoidable, 
preordained, 
ineluctable

Errors are inevitable

inexplicable [, n k'spl k bl] incomprehensible

Although an inexplicable
remain calm.

infallibility [in,fæl 'bil ti] n. incapable of error 

The combination of free-form opportunism, heroic self-regard, blithe contempt for expertise, and an airy sense of infallibility has 
contributed to Trump’s profound estrangement from the truth. 

infamy [ nf mi] n. evil reputation brought about by something grossly criminal, 
shocking, or brutal 

opprobrium

infectious [ n fek s]
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In honor of the Women’s March on Washington, Fiona Apple released a blunt and infectious

inferable from [ n'f :r bl]  [fr m] phrase. ... entailed by

 inferable from the conventional law, so they 
represent more of an extension than a complete revolution.

[ n tri] provocative

address that he delivered in Goffstown, New Hampshire, on Monday 
afternoon was misleading, malevolent, and .

[ n t] (1)v. to swell or distend with air or gas 
(2)v. to think or say that is larger or more important than it really is 

While our crew members are sparring with neighboring passengers, you can  the life vest and wrap it around your head for 
protection when it is your turn to throw some punches.

informative [ n f :m t v]

There is no single test that provides a conclusive diagnosis of white guilt, but a combination of the following tests can be 
informative.

ingenuous [ n d s]

The moment could have seemed smarmy, but it read as sweetly ingenuous—a tone that suffused the rest of his performance.

inherent [ n h r nt]

inherent about the baseball season.

inhibit [ n'h b t] v. to keep from doing what he or she wants to do hinder, bridle, 
suppress

inhibit your body’s ability to access enough oxygen to keep you 

inimical [ n m kl] antagonistic, 
deleterious

The environment itself—gravity, air, solidity or the lack of it, et cetera—is what is somehow wrong: ill-matched to the body’s 
abilities, inimical to its verticality, stability, or mobility.

innate [ 'ne t] inborn

innate political talent that got him this far, or the competition posed by the remnants of a pitiably weak 

innocuous [ n s] harmless, benign, 
inoffensive

There was a book on my parents’ shelves, which they, like most people, probably thought was pretty innocuous because of the 

innovative [ n ve t v] experimental 

If the French Ministry of Culture were to hold hearings on why there are so few innovative

insatiable [ n'se bl] voracious, 
quenchless

insatiable sexual appetite and unspeakable savagery.

inscrutable [ n skru:t bl] uninformative, 
impenetrable, 
abstruse 

There may be other baseball players with something close to Bartolo Colón’s age or his girth. But none possesses his 
inscrutable Zen equanimity.

insightful [ nsa tf l]

The portrait of Emily—and the vision of silent rapture shared only in a rare friendship and in work delivered to an uncertain, and 
often a cruel, reception—is not only a powerfully insightful and shatteringly empathetic bio-pic of a beautiful and tormented soul.

insipid [ n s p d] bland 
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being insipid.

inspire [ n spa ] (1)v. to cause to happen or be created 
(2)v. to cause someone to have (a feeling or emotion) 

A theme of the night, inspired

insufferable [ n s fr bl]

and insufferable.

[ ns f nt] meager

This chronicle of the refugee crisis—since 2014, more than a million people from Africa, the Middle East, and beyond have tried 
to reach Europe—argues that it is largely a manufactured disaster, the result of  political will.

insular [ l ] provincial, private

That realization inspired me to write a story about the closed and insular world of boarding school, and about the choices that 
teen-agers can make in the arrogant belief that they know everything.

insulate [ t] v. to keep separate from something unpleasant, dangerous, etc. 

devised a plan to insulate her.

intelligible [ n tel d bl] readable

intelligible world—a world of 
systems, institutions, and incentives in which the smartest and most farsighted survive. 

intensity [ n tens ti] n. the degree or amount of strength or force that something has 

It has become almost a cliché of basketball fandom to appreciate the ferocious intensity and reckless control of the Oklahoma 
City Thunder’s Russell Westbrook.

interchangeable [ nt t e nd bl] fungible

The most striking part of the report on Baltimore is the extent to which it is interchangeable with the reports on race and policing 
that have come out of Chicago, Cleveland, Ferguson, and Newark in the past two years.

interdependent [ nt d pend nt] interrelated

In these episodes, the characters’ interdependent narcissism generally becomes unwieldy.

intermediary [ nt r mi:dieri]

interrelated [, nt r 'le t d] interdependent

At the time of his speech at Riverside Church, King had come to see war, poverty, and racism as interrelated; taking on one 
necessarily meant confronting the others.

interweave [ nt 'wi v] v. to twist or weave together 

interweave tales of local life with wider historical elements.

intimate
[' nt m t]

(2)v. to say or suggest in an indirect way 

Antifa activists don’t often speak to the media, but Bray is a former Occupy Wall Street organizer and an avowed leftist; he has 
intimate

intransigent [ n træns d nt] obdurate, resolute

intransigent upside-down 
ziggurat, made of granite-clad concrete, proved controversial.

intricate [ ntr k t] convoluted

intricate, history-rich vision of a persistently misunderstood part of the world.

intrinsic [ n tr ns k] inherent

As we in the United States have lately had occasion to remember, humor is often intrinsic to political protest—funny signs and 

intuitive [ n t v] spontaneous 
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I am fairly intuitive in my writing, and I feel that the clues to how each story should be written lie within the idea for the story itself.

invalidate [ n væl de t] (1)v. to weaken or destroy the effect of 
(2)v. to show or prove to be false or incorrect …

invalidate

invective [ n v kt v] n. insulting or abusive language 

invention [ n'ven n] n. product of the imagination 

Invention

inverse [ n v :s]

(2)n. something that is the opposite of something else 

Since the election, the value of the peso, which is widely seen as an inverse indicator of the Administration’s protectionist intent, 
has risen sharply.

involved [ n'v lvd]

A misconception frequently held by novice writers is that sentence structure mirrors thought: the more convoluted the structure, 
the more involved the ideas.

irascible [ ræs bl] exasperation

We talked to Clowes about the conception of the original book, the making of the movie adaptation, and the travails of his 
irascible anti-hero across the page and the screen.

irenic [a 'ri:n k]
conciliation 

Several irenic uses for the base have already been suggested. These include converting it into a research center for tropical 
diseases and turning it into a medical school.

irksome [' ks m]

Reading that second line, I immediately thought of an irksome scene in Megyn Kelly’s memoir.

ironic [a r n k]
especially in order to be funny 

paradoxical

S. Y. Agnon’s exquisite ironic

irrefutable [' r t bl] undeniable 

The logic seems irrefutable.

irreparable [ rep r bl]

Like Khrushchev, Putin in Syria was forced to take a step back, so as to avoid irreparable damage and to preserve hope that 
things will improve in the future.

irresistible [ r 'z st bl]

For some reptile enthusiasts, known as herpers, the draw of an illegal snake can be irresistible.

irresolution [ rez 'lu: n] n. the state of not being certain about what to do vacillation

are a consequence of the last Administration’s weakness and irresolution

isolationism [ a s le n z m] n. the belief that a country should not be involved with other counties 

isolationism receded, and Corbyn was able to 
campaign against older enemies: austerity, privatization, and the gap between the rich and poor.

itinerant [a t n r nt] peripatetic 

The song’s wistfulness brings to mind an image of the rapper that went viral last year in which, astride a horse in downtown 
Atlanta, he looked like some itinerant, storybook hero.

jarring ['d : ]
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jarring to those who think of language as the zenith of the human intellect and of 
instincts as brute impulses.

jealous ['d el s]

Twitter is a beautiful, magical bird trapped in the body of a Web site by a jealous underworld demigod.

jejune [d d u:n] vapid

undistinguished and at worst characterized by a jejune mentality and a tendency to state the obvious. 

jettison [ d et sn] v. to get rid of 

If anybody could isolate the truly astounding aspects of Melo’s game and convince him to jettison, or at least minimize, the rest, 
the Zen master could.

judicious [d u d s]  

The odd thing—for a group that has usually been judicious about its claims and accurate in its facts—is that it got key details 
wrong.

justify ['d st fa ] …

The White House made several efforts to justify
Intelligence Committee, as a conduit for the documents, which allegedly offered some substantiation.

keen [ki n] eager

keen understanding of the electronic musician Jean-Jacques Perrey’s discography, 
and of the nuances it contains.

keep abreast of phrase. ...

keep abreast of the news is to rely on 
abridged accounts

kindred ['k ndr d]

kindred spirit.

kinfolk ['k nf k] n. a person's relatives relative

As with Al Qaeda and its Islamist extremist kinfolk, the Shabaab views all nonbelievers—or even Muslims espousing different 
versions of the faith—as heretics and belligerents. 

knotty [ n ti] complicated

not want Obamacare declared null and void, its knotty

laborious [l 'b r s] arduous

The laborious process of categorizing the cucumbers had remained essentially the same for decades, until last spring, when 
Koike began developing a new approach.

laconic [l k n k] taciturn, terse, curt

Its rhetoric may be laconic and folksy, but its fury and its nobility seem distilled from Shakespeare

lambaste [læm'be st] v. to criticize very harshly denounce, deride

used by some to lambaste a president they condemn as crude and discriminating.

languish [ læ gw ] (1)v. to continue for a long time without activity or progress in an 
unpleasant or unwanted situation 
(2)v. to suffer neglect 

will be hopping onto his little scooter and returning to obscurity.

lapse [læps] (1)n. an occurrence in which you fail to think or act in the usual or 
proper way for a brief time and make a mistake 
(2)n. an occurrence in which someone behaves badly or usually  a short 
period of time 
(3)v. to stop for usually a brief time 
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The limitations of human attention cause us to miss much of what goes on around us. The real problem here is that we are often 
unaware of these limitations: we think that we see the world as it really is, but our ostensibly reliable visual experience belies 
striking mental lapses. 

largesse [l 'd es] n. the act of giving away money or the quality of a person who gives 
away money 

recipients of his largesse, and call on them to speak.

laudatory [ l :d t ri]

He is a beacon of conspicuous consumption, incessantly self-laudatory, treats beautiful women as accessories, has his name on 
a fashion line; the deductive leap is a small one.

layperson ['leip :s n] n. a member of the laity nonspecialist

To a layperson, it wouldn’t have made much sense, but to sophisticated Wall Street traders it meant that the information about 

legitimate [l 'd t m t]

Legitimate questioning of how we measure and what we measure is not only defensible; it’s imperative. 

lethargic [l ' :d k] somnolent, 
slumberous 

There is occasionally something proud, almost, in Gay’s lethargic prose, as if to focus on language would be beside the point.

liberation [ l b 're n] (1)n. the act or process of freeing someone or something from another’s 
control 
(2)n. the removal of traditional social or sexual rules, attitudes, etc. 

rejection

liberation movement, convened its 
seventh congress in Ramallah, the de-facto capital of the Palestinian Authority. 

limpid [ l mp d] pellucid

It ’s harder to breathe in the humid north, up there so close to Brazil and Paraguay, the rushing river guarded by mosquito 
sentinels and a sky that can turn from limpid blue to stormy black in minutes. 

lionize [ la na z] v. to treat as a very important and famous person ... eulogize 

In politics and business, we lionize

list [l st] v. to tile to one side especially of a boat of ship tilt

list exhibited by trees of the 
windswept orchard in the background. 

live up to phrase. 

The smallest human societies that we can identify, either among living groups or among the populations of prehistory, do not 
appear to live up to

loath [l ] reluctant, unwilling, 
disinclined 

loath
contextualized. 

long-winded ['l 'w nd d] verbose, prolix

We believe that, in this instance, inept texting combined with numerous long-winded tangents about what constitutes a "low-key 
date spot" prevented or delayed a serious crime.

loquacious [l kwe s] garrulous

We also had a collection of loquacious greetings from United Nations representatives, edited down and cross-faded to make 
them more listenable. 

lowly [ l li]

Bernd and Hilla Becher once did for the water towers of Western Europe, transforming an apparently lowly
art.

lucid [lu:'s d]
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Walking into the reincarnation of the beloved Alphabet City bar Elsa, which closed in 2014 and reopened this spring, in Cobble 
Hill, is like having a lucid dream.

lucrative [ lu:kr t v]

In boxing, the right person doesn’t always win, and being hated is nearly as lucrative as being loved.

ludicrous ['lud kr s] risible

It is a ludicrous situation, and one that makes a mockery of the idea of the Senate as a highfalutin deliberative body.

lugubrious [l gu:bri s] gloomy

Paintings, prints, and statuary of the extinct beast, a lugubrious mascot, lurk everywhere you look

lull [l l] (1)v. to cause to sleep or rest 
(2)v. to cause to feel safe and relaxed instead of careful and alert 
(3)n. a brief time when an action or activity stops  

respite

lull me to sleep.

luxuriant [l g ri nt] rampant 

In the amber glow of Highlands, waitresses wear tartan skirts and bartenders pour cocktails with luxuriant slowness.

madcap [ mædkæp]

Beneath the madcap storytelling, there is an elusive coherence: the seventeenth chapter of each book is told backward, and the 
last lines in all three books rhyme.

magnanimous [mæ næn m s]

maintain [me n te n] (1)v. to cause to exist or continue without changing assert

Although its director maintains that the movie uses a documentary approach in portraying the famous sit-down strike, in practice 

malady [ mæl di] n. a disease or illness 

For Marnell, as for Phillips, it turns out that, in the end, not even a nervous breakdown can provide a release from that very 
American malady: the compulsion to become a focussed, sharply whittled point of pure motion and ambition.

malfeasance [ ns] fraudulence

This week also brought new revelations in an unfolding scandal concerning malfeasance within Wells Fargo.

malignant [m 'l gn nt]

McCain’s surgery revealed a glioblastoma, an aggressively malignant brain tumor.

malinger [m l ] v. to pretend or exaggerate incapacity or illness 

malleable [ mæli bl] plastic 

Even as the anthem settled into the American patriotic canon, it remained a malleable entity.

malodorous [ mæl d r s] noisome

The body was decomposed and swollen almost to the point of bursting and very malodorous.

manacle ['mæn kl] v. to restrain from movement, progress, or action 

When Suzie produces for her guests’ delectation an actual fulminating terrorist called Mohammed (Amir Arison), he turns out to 
manacle him with napkins 

and then allow him a place at the table. 

manifest [ mæn fest]

(2)v. to show clearly 
reveal, self-evident, 
obvious

It’s always been dispiriting to see the latent resentments that Clinton’s political ambitions brought forth—she’s like one of those 
chemical solutions which make invisible writing manifest, only to reveal a message that we’d rather had remained hidden.
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Day 5 Genius only means hard-working all one's life.

manipulate [m n t] v. to use or change in a skillful way or for a particular purpose 

G
time, might consider the fact that they’re being manipulated.

marginal [ m :d nl] (1 peripheral 

Her photographs range from the marginal to the mainstream, capturing things that are invisible to the rest of us.

marked [m :kt] a

Acco markedly greater sense of well-being 
following Conway's sudden departure.

martinet
[,m t 'net] n. a person who is very strict and demands obedience from others 

At martinet

mask [m :sk] (1)v. to keep from being known or noticed 
(2)n. a cover or partial cover for the face used for disguise 

belie

T
their light chat over family photos seems contrived to mask a depth of feeling.

master [ m :st ] (1)n. an artist, performer, or player of consummate skill 
(2)n. one having control 

 

The European master

match [mæt ] (1)v. to cause to correspond ...
(2)v. to set in competition or opposition ...
(3)n. an exact counterpart 

T matched by their cultural ambivalence: detectives’ intellectual 
acumen, it seems, exists in direct proportion to their uneasy place in society.

materialize [m t ri la z] (1)v. to become visible 
(2)v. to begin to happen or exist 

According to legend, the impish goblins like to materialize in dark, humid corners, mostly after dusk, and sometimes when the air 
moistens with rain. 

maudlin [ m :dl n] a

W
maudlin

maverick [ mæv r k] n. a person who refuses to follow the customs or rules of a group nonconformist 

The centennial of the late Lou Harrison, the gentle maverick of postwar U.S. composition, will be marked by concerts in New 
York and California.

meager ['mi:g ] (1 i

The expectation that I'll be able to participate in a discussion of professional sports that requires more than a meager 
understanding of the Steelers’ record last year.

measured [ me d] a

The stories in Yiyun Li’s recent collection are distinctive particularly for the strong contrast between their emotional intensity and 
their consistently measured tone.

mediate [ midi et] v. to effect by action as an intermediary 

meet [mi:t] a condign
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rabid supporter agrees that punishments must be meet

meld [meld] v. merge, blend combine 

Her canvases can be viewed as theatres of cultural encounter, where references from the history of art meld
from the Japanese anime that she loves to watch or from the Ladybird children’s books that served as her introduction to the 
English language.

mendacity [men dæs ti] n. lacking of honesty hypocrisy, 
disinformation 

Following the lamentable campaign of 2016, people surely had modest expectations for the manner in which Trump would 
mendacity have been astonishing even by his standards.

mercurial [m : ri l] volatile, inconstant

MOMA’s retrospective of the mercurial
puller of stunts.

metaphor [ met f ]

or analogy between them 

else 

Water has been a prevailing metaphor

meticulous [m t l s]
exact way 

thorough, exact, 
painstaking

The meticulous dramatization of events intended to shock strikes me as the moral equivalent of pornography.

mimic [ m m k] (1)v. to copy especially of humor 
(2)v. to naturally look like ...

Several scenes in the video mimic

minimize [ m n ma z] (1)v. to make as small as possible ...
(2)v. to treat or describe as smaller or less important than it is 

minimize American 

minuscule [ m n diminutive

The budget for the N.E.A. is a hundred and forty-eight million dollars—so minuscule a percentage of the national budget that its 
elimination can only be read as symbolic.

misconception [ m sk n sep n] n. an idea that is not correct 

Contrary to a common misconception, agoraphobia is often less a fear of open spaces than it is a fear of losing control.

misconstrue [ m sk n stru:] v. to interpret wrongly 

If I make eye contact with him, he might misconstrue that to mean that I want to talk to him.

misgiving [,mis' ivi ] n. a feeling of doubt or suspicion especially concerning a future event trepidation, qualm

The whole aura of Woollcott was theatrical and delightful and you approached him as you did the theatre—with misgiving but 
with vast fascination.

misguide [m s'ga d] v. to lead astray: misdirect 

Unfortunately, this misguided notion recently has captivated several West Coast mayors, who have in consequence 
eagerly pursued the implementation of ferry service in their cities. 

mishandle [ m s hændl] (1)v. to deal with or manage wrong or ignorantly 
(2)v. maltreat 

In this episode of The Cartoon Lounge, we turn over (and otherwise mishandle) leaves that are not only old but dead

misnomer [,m s'nom ] n. a name that is wrong or not proper or appropriate 

misnomer.
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misrepresent [ m s repr zent] v. to describe in a false way especially in order to deceive someone 

misrepresent

misuse [ m s (1)v. to use incorrectly 
(2)v. abuse, mistreat 

abuse

Few ideas are more misused

mitigate [ m t ge t] v. to make less severe, harmful, or painful abate, curtail, temper, 
ameliorate 

mitigate the stereotype 
that the diner scene embodies and perpetuates.

mixed [m kst]

contrary elements 

inconsistent

Although movie critic Pauline Kael had a distaste for sycophancy, she also had a need for obeisance; as a consequence of these 
competing feelings, she sent very mixed signals to friends and colleagues.

mockery [ m k ri] n. insulting or contemptuous action or speech derision

The decision was met with mockery from those interested in government transparency and with insinuations, from Republican 
quarters, that it was a symptom of the Obama Administration’s unwillingness to openly call acts like this works of Islamic 
terrorism.

modest [ m d st] unassuming, 
unostentatious 

Modest does not have to mean timid.

modicum [ m d k m] n. a small amount dearth

moderating Israeli behavior and achieving a modicum

modulate [ m t] temper

Ferris relies on her voice to build character, but Gold doesn’t seem to have worked with her on how to modulate it to Williams’s 
natural and poetic language. 

mollify [ m l fa ] v. to make less angry 

Ryan needed to mollify.

momentary [ m m ntri] evanescent

momentary folk hero for the New York Knicks, is set to return to the 
boroughs this year, this time as the starting point guard for the Brooklyn Nets.

monitor [ m n t ] v. to watch, observe, listen to, or check for a special purpose over a 
period of time 

The novel presents him as a man who monitors his state of mind and emotions as though he were doing so externally, taking 
and thinking about himself as if he were someone else.

monolithic [ m n 'l k]

These variances are one reason to start to unravel the myth of a monolithic black vote.

monstrous [ m nstr s]

toward even the most monstrous chapters of the past.

morbid ['m rb d]

A thread of self-deprecating humor transforms what could have been a morbid meditation on aging into a tale of common 
humanity.
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mordant [ m :dnt] acerbic 

The dialogue is as mordant

mount [ma nt] v. to increase in amount 

The director Tom Ridgely, of the theatre troupe Waterwell, will mount
Intrepid.

muddle [ m dl] (1)v. to cause confusion in ...
(2)n. a state of confusion or disorder 

confuse

More broadly, the Administration’s policy in the region has evolved into a destabilizing muddle. 

multifaceted [,m lt 'fæs t d]

Kean’s goal, in this multifaceted history, is to get at the many reasons for the unprecedented event, which was voluntary, 

mundane [m n de n]

In these moments, the details are sarcastic and eerie, disturbingly mundane. 

mutable [ bl] liquid

gender identity and sexual orientation are variable and possibly mutable.

naiveté [na:'i:vtei] n. the state or quality of being inexperienced or unsophisticated 

naïveté at entrenched 
racism.

narcissism ['n rs 's z m] n. egoism, egocentrism 

Once you’ve actually read his late-night musings, the fact that he thought they should be professionally bound and promptly read 
by everyone at his company looks more like evidence of a towering narcissism that is neither heroic nor endearing. 

nascent [ næsnt] budding, unformed 

The online world, with all its nascent norms, is a place that involves a lot of complicated posturing—a careful negotiation 

naysayer ['ne se ] n. a person who says something will not work or is not possible 

naysayer or heel-dragger or scourge but, rather, that he 
persisted in coming up with ingenious solutions to what he took to be the downside of making and releasing recordings. 

nebulous [ l s] vague

Several of the command’s deployments are civil-affairs teams, but the secrecy surrounding many missions has led observers to 
suspect that the U.S. government is more involved in nebulous warfare than it is letting on. 

negligent
['ne l d nt]

Chloe Coscarelli, the restaurant’s namesake and the originator of many of the recipes, was recently forced out of the business 
she founded three years ago, after the company she had partnered with alleged that she had become negligent. 

negligible ['n l d bl]
inconsequential, 

Earth’s orbit is essentially circular, so the effect on our climate is negligible.

negotiable [n g i bl]
is made 

My grandsons had made one non-negotiable demand (another spoiler alert): at the end of the movie, someone had to eat the 
golden egg, probably scrambled.

nettle ['netl] v. to make angry 

There is nothing that nettles
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neutrality 'træl t ]
war, etc. 

impartiality

ecclesial neutrality.

nimble [ n mbl] adroit dexterous, 
skillful

nimble entertainments.

no-nonsense
['n u'n ns ns]

any foolishness or nonsense 
businesslike

The Leipzig academy for painting and architecture opened in 1764, but its emphasis, in keeping with the city’s no-nonsense 
attitude, had become more practical by the end of the nineteenth century.

noisome [ n s m] malodorous

Most people deal with overwhelming anger or hurt or humiliation or shame—any of the hot, noisome feelings that form in the gut 
and move slowly up the throat—by marshalling their strength and batting those thoughts back down.

nonchalant [,n n 'l nt] insouciant

A recent memorial for the choreographer paid tribute to a dancer of immense wit, courage, and nonchalant elegance.

nonconformist [ n nk n f :m st] n. a person who does not behave the way most people behave maverick 

He plays Mr. Keating, a nonconformist teacher at an all-boys school, the part made famous by Robin Williams.

nondescript [ n nd skr pt] unexceptional

The place was a nondescript peach color on the outside, wood-panelled on the inside, and sat at the top of a large hill. 

nonspecialist [n ns'pe l st]
research, etc. 

layperson 

numbers of both specialist and nonspecialist

nostalgia [n 'stæld ] (1)n. pleasure and sadness that is caused by remembering something 
from the past and wishing that you could experience it again 
(2)n. the state of being homesick 

nostalgia, and how we all yearn for our past and how that can be really 

novel [ n vl] original, unexampled, 
unprecedented

The baseball players performance during last nights game was impressive, although not novel; others have performed similar 
feats.

novice [ n v s] tyro 

McGregor is a mixed-martial-arts champion but a boxing novice.

noxious ['n k s]

noxious cauldron of clashing agendas.

nuance :ns] n. a very small difference in color, tone, meaning, etc. subtlety

nuance in 
every breath and every moment, but I always was and remain the student.

numinous [ n s]  occult 

The work he turned in for class was often untethered, a beautiful little wreck on its way to being numinous. 

obdurate [ r t] intransigent, fortitude

Her photograph shows an aged and obdurate man with a tinge of uncertainty in his face. 
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obedience [ 'bi:d ns] n. the act of obeying submission

obedience to an authority. 

obeisance [ be sns] n. respect for someone or something 

obeisance to the Court’s prior rulings.

obfuscate [ bf ske t] obscure, mystify

Now is the time to call things what they actually are, because language can illuminate truth as much as it can obfuscate it. 

objectionable [ b d ek n bl]

the Internet of objectionable material.

objective [ b d ekt v] fair

Games are affordable and, with their formally described rules for scoring, winning, or losing, are often a powerful and convenient 
way to provide an objective context within which to balance theory and practice.

obligatory [ bl g tri]

something 

He explained to them, politely, that there were certain obligatory regulations, and they shot him.

obliterate [ bl t re t] v. to destroy completely so that nothing is left 

We might expect Thernstrom to be suspicious now of claims that differences in class could be obliterated if only the 

obscure [ b ]

...
(4)v. to hide or cover 

anonymous, opaque, 
obfuscate 

In order to cultivate new repertoire, the music industry is providing a hearing for previously obscure composers.

obsequious [ b si:kwi s] sycophantic 

Publicly, Pence has shown nothing but unconditional—at times even obsequious and worshipful—support for Trump. His private 
actions, however, suggest a more calculating and realistic mind-set.

observation [, bz 've n] (1) n. a comment or remark 
(2) n. something you notice by watching and listening 
(3) n. an act or instance of observing a custom, rule, or law 

Both very good and very bad books are easy to review. Praise and censure come easily. But what of books that contain a muddle 
observations need 

to be sifted from the useless and tedious.

obsessed [ b'sest]

The year is 1776, and Americans are still obsessed with football.

obsolete [ bs lit] outmoded, fusty

obsolete.

obstacle [' bst kl] n. something that impedes progress or achievement 

I wasn’t directed so much as given a series of props to make my way through, like an obstacle course. 

obtain [ b te n] v. to gain or attain usually by planned action or effort glean

obtain an exemption from 
the requirement. 

obtrusive [ b tru:s v]  conspicuous

We all stayed up late and I tried to take notes without looking too obtrusive.

obviate [ bvie t] v. to make no longer necessary 
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obviate

occlude [ klu:d] v. to close up or block off 

In six hundred million years, the moon will be distant enough that it will no longer fully occlude the sun.

occult [ k lt] numinous 

He is now known mainly to scholars of Symbolism, connoisseurs of the occult, and devotees of the music of Erik Satie.

offset [, f's t] v. to create an equal balance between two things compensate

upstate ski areas to offset losses incurred during a recent warm winter.

old-fashioned [ uld fæ nd]

 

John Ridley’s show is serious in an old-fashioned sense: sincere, thoughtful, and heartbreaking.

ominous [ m n s] inauspicious 

Iranian forces stand guard at the site of a terrorist attack in Tehran, at the parliament building. The rampage marked an ominous 
escalation of regional tensions.

omit [ 'm t] v. to leave out 

So they ignore, omit

omnipresent [, mn 'pr znt] ubiquitous, universal

omnipresent threat of hacking, and 

onerous [ n r s] burdensome

When you can’t ban something outright, it’s possible to make the process of obtaining it so onerous as to be a kind of 
punishment.

onetime ['w nta m] erstwhile 

Formerly incarcerated undergrads started a group on campus to offer mentoring, support, and advocacy to other onetime 
inmates.

onset [ nset] n. the beginning of something 

Later, after the onset of puberty, the Rock spent time doing various strength-training exercises and acquired more muscle than 
he’d had as a baby.

opaque [ pe k] obscure, inaccessible

The smoke thickened into an opaque black funnel. The air smelled like a tire shop.

opinionated [ p ne t d]

opinionated rants.

opportune [ p timely

opportune. 

oppressive [ pres v]

Os Mutantes recast an oppressive regime in their technicolor image.

opprobrium [ pr bri m] (1)n. very strong disapproval or criticism of a person or thing especially 
by a large number of people 
(2)n. something that brings disgrace 

disdain, vitriol

Although Pound tried hard to play the clavichord and the bassoon (earning the opprobrium of Ernest Hemingway), his general 
musical training was rudimentary in the extreme.

optimism [' pt m z m] n. a feeling or belief that good things will happen in the future 
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What is the basis of optimism

opulent [ l nt]

ostentation 

Based on the frequency of Trump’s visits to the opulent
Washington—where he feels at home. It is also a business that, for the past decade, has taken advantage of the H-2B program.

orderly [ :d li] coherent

More recently, her daughter and grandson, Maira and and Alex Kalman, turned her belongings—frugal, elegant, orderly—into an 
unconventional exhibit.

orientation [ :ri n te n] n. a main interest, quality, or goal bias

As scientists learn more about how genes affect everything from hair color to sexual orientation and mental health, we’re faced 
with moral and political questions about how we allow science to intervene in the genetic code.

original [ r d nl] novel

originality is on view from the start, before any ghosts make their appearance. 

orthodox [' r d ks]

oust [a st] (1)v. to cause or force to leave a position of power, a competition, etc. 

(2)v. to take the place of 

expel, banish

The Iraqi Army had set its sights on the al-Nuri Mosque as the ultimate prize in the campaign to oust ISIS from Mosul, which was 
launched eight months ago.

outdated [a t'de t d]  

The reasons that musicians record on outdated

outdo [ a t du:] v. to be better than eclipse

The night felt like the exhausted hours after a small-club comedy show, when comedians stand around at the bar, casually trying 
to outdo each other. 

outmoded [a t'm d d] unfashionable, 
obsolete, fusty

This move represents a staggering postmodern achievement, forcing us to question corporate funding of the arts, as well as 
outmoded notions of the artist-as-brand.

outstanding [a t stænd ]

good 

Anthology Film Archives shows outstanding

outstrip [ a t str p] v. to get ahead of 

outstrip

overbearing [ v 'be r ]

Overbearing, pretentious, madly repetitive.

overblown [ v bl n]

A child psychologist—and grandmother—says such fears are overblown.

overlook [ v l k] (1)v. to fail to see or notice 
(2)v. inspect 
(3)v. to look down upon from above 

History shows that if voters like a candidate they’re willing to overlook a lot.

oversell [ v sel] (1)v. to make excessive claims for 
(2)v. to sell too much or too many 
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Enthusiasts, including researchers, perpetually oversell the microbiome.

overshadow [ v ' æd ] v. to exceed in importance outlast, obscure

overshadow the boss.

overstate [ v 'ste t] v. to say that is larger or greater than it really is 

overstate.

overthrow [ v r ] v. to remove from power especially by force 

overthrow the secular order, and he 
served seven months in prison. 

overwhelming [ o v r welm ]

[p s f k] dovish 

 a personality.

painstaking [ pe nzte k ] meticulous

Until recently, reconstructing a lineage required painstaking guesswork based on tiny variations in anatomy and appearance.

palliate [ pælie t] (1)v. to moderate the intensity of 
(2)v. the cover by excuses and apologies 

damp, allay

He was hoping that the lorazepam he’d take to palliate

paltry [ p :ltri]

To maintain that Caesar is merely played by Serkis, or voiced by him, does paltry
new vocabulary to cope with such innovation.

panacea [ pæn si: ] n. something that will make everything about a situation better remedy, cure-all 

Paris may not have been a panacea, but it was, for some musicians, a respite and, for others, even a refuge.

paradigm [ pær da m] n. a model or pattern for something that may be copied model 

The grappling guru is inventing a new paradigm for bringing opponents to submission.

paradoxical [ pær 'd ks kl] ironic

Scott-Young’s shows have a paradoxical

parity [ pær ti] n. the quality or state of being equal or equivalent equality 

parity with himself.

parochial [p r ki l] provincial 

parochial tale. 

parsimonious [ p :s m ni s] stingy, illiberal 

I wrote a proposal, and eventually Tom persuaded Roger Straus, the house’s famously parsimonious founder, to put up an 
advance of three thousand dollars.

partisan ['p rt zn]

A tenuous partisan coalition exists in the Senate, and its cohesion depends upon McConnell’s power to persuade.

passive [ pæs v]
accepts what other people do or decide without trying to change 
anything 

virtues of passive investing. 

pastiche [pæ sti: ] n. a mixture of different things 

There’s nothing wrong with pastiche or stylization, of course. Plenty of recent series have used these techniques wonderfully—
or, at least, effectively.
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pastoral [ p :st r l]
the country 

bucolic 

The pastoral
with frightening precision.

patchwork [ pæt w :k] n. something that is made up of different things hodgepodge

After he enrolled at Virginia Commonwealth University, in 2006, he began releasing patchwork cyberpunk instrumentals under 

patent
['pætnt]

patent

pathetic [p ' et k]

The images out of Charlottesville, Virginia, are unsettling—but also pathetic, also exasperating—for their boring timelessness.

paucity [ p :s ti] n. a small amount of something dearth

His biggest challenge had been the paucity

peculiar [p l ]

The state of Maine has carved out a peculiar place in American political life in recent years. 

pecuniary [p ri] economic

A more worthwhile question is whether Basquiat rates high in valuations of recent art apart from the pecuniary.

pedestrian [p destri n]

commonplace articles; however, the everyday presence of the laser doesn’t mean the laser can only be used in pedestrian 
ways.

pedigree [ p d ri] n. an ancestral line origin

peer [p ] (1)n. a person who belongs to the same age group or social group as 
someone else 

We can think of ourselves as an animal’s peer

pejorative [p 'd r t v]

their debate, which ran a little more than an hour, was as amicable and consensus-oriented as the actual Presidential debates 
have been pejorative-laden and divisive.

pellucid [p lu:s d] limpid

They moved on to the show’s penultimate scene, a tender, halting exchange between Pierre and the heartbroken Natasha who, 
on Broadway, is played by the pellucid

penalty [ pen lti] (1)n. punishment for breaking a rule or law 

Even as the number of executions continues to fall in the U.S., public support for the death penalty persists.

penchant ['pent nt] n. a strong and continued inclination 

Stone’s penchant for exaggerating his role in political events may be what got him in trouble.

perceptible [p sept bl] discernible 

The expectation that the U.S. would withdraw from the Paris climate accord drove me to seek out the delicate climate-change 
novel perceptible increments.

peregrinate ['per gr ne t] v. to walk or travel over 

She demonstrates a great extent of peregrination, as she has traveled to many more countries and places around the world 
than any of her kindred.

perennial [p reni l] long-standing 

Armenia is chess’s perennial overachiever, and Levon Aronian, its greatest player, is a swashbuckling throwback.
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perfunctory [p f kt ri]
enthusiasm because of habit or because it is expected 

cursory, casual

The baby bass, the second-most-expensive item on offer, is more perfunctory than memorable.

perilous [ per l s] dangerous, 
precarious

Video can record the harrowing of Syrian refugees making the perilous trek to Europe to seek a better life, or the 
dazzling display

peripatetic [ perip tet k] itinerant 

The scope of Ossorio’s peripatetic

peripheral [p r f r l] marginal 

Movement in the peripheral vision is easy to observe.

permeable [ p :mi bl]  porous

Lionel needed and loved her—but he shuddered at the love and revolted against the need, as both were tokens of his 
dependency and his permeable, precarious life. 

perpetuate [p pet ue t] …

The whole premise of baseball-umpire camp is to perpetuate naïve realism.

perplex [p pleks] v. to confuse very much confound

A good number of Williams’s stories turn, I now see, on the question of hallucination, on facts and details that perplex the reader 
but make private sense to the characters.

persist [p s st] v. to continue to do something or to try to do something even though it is 

have long criminal records and persist in their illicit activities.

perspicacious [ p :sp ke s]
 

discernible 

The latest edition, which opens on March 17, was overseen by the perspicacious young curators Mia Locks and Christopher Y. 

pertain [p te n] (1)v. to relate to someone or something 
(2)v. to belong as a part, member, accessory or product 

I believe the next tranche of his documents pertain to the Clinton Foundation, but there's no telling what the October surprise 

pervasive [p ve s v] rife

The tech industry has pervasive issues with hiring—and retaining—women, black, and Latino employees. Now a bevy of 
startups hopes to expand the recruiting process.

pessimistic [ pes m st k]

This profoundly pessimistic
saddening, and often absurd stories.

philosophy [f l s (1)n. the study of ideas about knowledge, truth, the nature and meaning 
of life, etc. 
(2)n. a set of ideas about how to do something or how to live 

It is part of a shift in philosophy in the museum’s architecture and design department, which in the past has 
championed architecture’s artistic value over its real-world consequences.

pilfer [ p lf ] v. to steal things that are not very valuable or to steal a small amount of 
something 

appropriate

Hans Zimmer’s music may pilfer

pioneering [ pa n r ]

pioneering programmer taught a computer to write love letters.
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pivotal ['p v tl]

The New York primary is less than three weeks away, and, regardless of what happens in Wisconsin, next Tuesday, it could be a 
pivotal moment.

plague [ple g] (1)n. a large number of harmful or annoying things 
(2)v. to cause constant or repeated trouble, illness, etc. 

plague of violence.

plaintive [ ple nt v] elegiac 

plaintive 
expression on his face as he holds your gaze.

plastic [ plæst k] malleable 

The clear plastic

platitudinous [ plæt n s]

Her primary message—be yourself—has always felt both platitudinous and profound.

plausible ['pl z bl] conceivable

If there is no true news, false news can be made very plausible.

plentiful [ plent

The purple asters were less plentiful than they had been on her previous trips, but the monks were pleased to see her, and she 
chatted agreeably with them for an hour or so. 

plethora [ ple r ] surfeit, glut

There’s a plethora

plodding [ pl d ]

As for a successor, Nixon chose the popular House Minority Leader, Gerald Ford, of Michigan, described by the Journal as 
plodding

plummet ['pl m t] v. to fall or drop suddenly in amount, value, etc. 

Evidence suggest that populations of migratory birds in both the New and Old Worlds have plummeted, a decline that carries the 

pointless [ p ntl s] futile

To say that our lives are pointless and our achievements meaningless is to state the obvious.

polemic [p lem k] (1)n. a strong written or spoken attack against someone else’s opinions, 
beliefs, practices, etc. 
(2)n. the art or practice of using language to defend or harshly criticize 
something or someone 

The Northwestern University professor strengthens her polemic against campus sexual culture.

polymath [ p limæ ] n. someone who knows a lot about many different things encyclopedic

ponder [ p nd ] v. to think about or consider carefully contemplate 

Twitter beef, they ponder the true purpose of the work.

porous [ p :r s] permeable

Maurice Ravel assimilated the blues.

portend [p : tend] v. to give an omen or anticipatory sign of predict, presage
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These late eclipses in the sun and moon portend no good to us.

posture
['p st ]

With a President in power who often adopts a punitive posture toward those critical of him and hails those who praise him, the 

potential [p ten l]
(2)n. a chance or possibility that something will happen or exist in the 
future 
(3)n. an ability that someone has that can be developed to help that 
person become successful 

Even nostalgists can agree that Mario Carbone’s iteration has institutional potential.

pragmatic [præg mæt k]
reasonable and logical way instead of depending on ideas and theories 

realistic

Should we be surprised that the pragmatic

preachy [ pri:t i] sanctimonious, 
didactic

Scott understood this, and, in a particularly preachy

precarious [pr ke ri s] perilous

Crowley’s other photos showed equally precarious scenes: the same toddler nonchalantly holding a large kitchen knife, climbing 
up a narrow ladder to the attic, or standing close to the edge of a seaside pier. 

precede [pr 'sid] v. to happen, go, or come before ... predate, antedate

precede you onto the 
plane.

precipitate [pr s p te t] (1)v. to cause to happen quickly or suddenly 
(2)n. a solid substance that is separated from al liquid especially by a 
chemical process 

planning 

precipitate

preclude [pr klu:d] v. to make impossible by necessary consequence: rule out in advance prevent, rule out

This had a kind of elegance that seemed to preclude the more brutish ambitions of Everest.

precocious [pr 'k s] mature

precocious genius.

preconception [ pri:k n sep n] n. an idea or opinion that someone has before learning about or 
experiencing something directly  

prejudice

Generic environments are useful when the author needs the freedom to invent the peculiarities of the setting without disrupting a 
preconception of a real place.

precursor [pri: k :s ] n. something that comes before something else and that often leads to forerunner 

precursor to a Kickstarter 
campaign—he had gone on the radio to ask listeners to send money.

predate ['pri:'de t] v. to exist or happen at an earlier time than antedate, precede

predate the Syrian war; after 
it began, they helped fuel the rise of its most extreme groups.

predilection [ pri:d lek n] n. a natural liking for something proclivity, preference

President Trump’s world view seems to combine a distaste for Islam with a predilection for monarchs of any background—for 
anyone with a decent palace, really.
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predominant [pr d m n nt] a
people or things 

He told me that, since the attack, the predominant feeling in the area is still one of shock and horror.

preeminent [pri' m n nt] a

America’s preeminent

[ pri: f g (r)] v. to show or suggest something that will happen or exist at a future
time 

anticipate

My 
 and inform her own movies, isn’t online yet.

prejudice [ pred ud s] (1)n. a feeling of like or dislike for someone or something especially
when it is not reasonable or logical 

preconception

The act of interfacing with prejudice itself has profound psychological implications, resulting in the sorts of trauma that last long 
beyond the incidents themselves.

preoccupy [pri ] v. to be thought about or worried about by (someone) very often or
constantly 

I preoccupy 
McBurney, which are mystery, love, and the nature of time.

presage [ pres d ] v. to give or be a sign of portend

Even in Britain, whose unexpected vote in favor of exiting the E.U. seemed to presage its collapse, Theresa May and her pro-
Brexit party fared poorly in the recent general election.

prescient [ presi nt] a prophetic

C prescient today in expressing our ache and ambivalence.

prescriptive [pr skr pt v] a
do something 

exacting

The changes sought to make the text descriptive, rather than prescriptive. 

Day 6 Great works are performed not by strength, but by perseverance.

preside [pr za d] v. to be in charge of something 

uring the Harlem Renaissance, Alain Locke presided
movement in America and was widely credited with providing the philosophical basis for its emergence. 

pressing ['pr s ] a exigent, critical

Will these measures help alleviate the most pressing economic problems facing the country, such as sharply rising inequality 

prestige [pre sti: ] n. the respect and admiration that someone or something gets for being
successful or important 

While the show begins with a Schadenfreudian air—a prestige

preternatural [ pri:t næt r l] a exceptional, 
prodigious 

H
preternatural

pretext [ pri:tekst] n. a reason that you give to hide your real reason for doing something

Acco
pretext to increase arrests and eventually deport more people. 

prevail [pr ve l] (1)v. to be usual, common, or popular 
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prevail after the 
primaries on June 7th.

prevalent [ prev l nt]
particular time 

widespread, extensive

The type is so prevalent

prevaricate [pr 'vær 'ket] v. to deviate from the truth 

The state continues to waver and prevaricate.

primitive [ pr m t v]
very ancient past 

rudimentary, ancient

primitive, atavistic, and uncomplicatedly 
brutal Trump’s brand of authoritarianism is turning out to be.

pristine [ pr sti:n] unblemished

Stephen, with your eyes closed, I want you to imagine you’re on a pristine white-sand beach. 

privilege [ pr v l d ]

I’m not at the Sundance Film Festival this year, but I’ve had the privilege

probity [ pr b ti] n. the quality of a person who is completely honest 

Kushner seems to see himself and his wife, Ivanka, as lonely voices of probity and moderation in an otherwise unhinged West 
Wing. 

proclaim [pr kle m]

(2)v. to show clearly 
profess

Three years ago, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi chose the Great Mosque of al-Nuri, in Mosul, as the site to proclaim his new Islamic 
State.

proclivity [pr kl v ti] n. a strong natural liking for something that is usually bad predilection

proclivity for bluster, and apparent obsession with 
undoing whatever President Barack Obama did, is already leading in a dangerous direction.

prodigious [pr 'd d s] voracious, 
preternatural

Joshua Cohen’s stylistic gifts are prodigious

profess [pr fes] (1)v. to say or declare openly 
(2)v. to believe in (a particular religion)  

proclaim

The reason that the Clinton and the Trump campaigns are embracing negativity, a strategy that so many voters profess to detest, 
is somewhat paradoxical: it works.

[pr 'f nt] adept

At I.B.M., engineers have used natural-language processing and enormous computational power to beat the most  

[ pr f t'm g ] n. 

with —he places at the heart of his book an image of the producer, not the director, as the primary creative force 
in the development and production of a movie.

[pr t] extravagant, prodigal

beginning to end, such a prodigious, even , display of imagination. 

profound [pr fa nd] trenchant

The pleasure of being necessary to my parents was profound. I was not like the children in folktales: burdensome mouths to 
feed.
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profusion [pr n] n. a large amount of something wealth

profusion

proliferate [pr l f re t] v. to increase in number or amount quickly abound

proliferate.

prolix [pr 'l ks] verbose, long-winded

I had no idea how Word made this calculation, but I noticed that it rewarded prolix

prominent ['pr m n nt] conspicuous, salient

Hamed Sinno, the lead singer and lyricist of the Lebanese group Mashrou’ Leila, may be the most prominent gay musician in the 
Arab world.

promise [ pr m s] (1)n. an indication of future success or improvement   
(2)n. a reason to expect that something will happen in the future 

Instead of demonstrating the promise of archaeological applications of electronic remote sensing, the pioneering study became, 
to some skeptics, an illustration of the imprudence of interpreting sites based on virtual archaeology.

prompt [pr mpt] (1)v. to cause to do something 

prophetic [pr fet k] prescient

The line seemed to describe, prophetically and a bit self-consciously, the mood that might await the nation on Wednesday 
morning.

propitious [pr p s] auspicious

So Mary and Michael put off declaring their intentions to leave each other—and while they await the propitious moment to do so, 
they rekindle their sexual relationship, in effect having an affair with each other and cheating on their lovers.

proponent [pr 'p n nt] n. a person who argues for or supports something defender, champion

Lucius Riccio is the originator and chief proponent of pothole analytics. Thanks to him, we understand paving much better.

proprietary [pr pra tri]
that has the legal right to do so 

Shaw was loyal to the growers who depended on his cultivars and uninterested in working with proprietary companies like 

prosaic [pr 'ze k]

In this prosaic pursuit they sometimes kick loose aesthetic revelation.

protean [ pr ti n]
different things 

versatile

protean musician Arthur Russell has become a kind of deity among a new generation of 
fans.

protract [pr trækt] (1)v. delay, defer 
(2)v. to extend forward or outward 

Schiff mocked the pianists who protract

provenance [ pr v n ns] n. the origin or source of something origin

explains the provenance of the Handmaid’s story.

provincial [pr v n l] insular 

The irony of digital networking is that it can produce more provincialism
supposedly transcended.
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provisional [pr v n l]

provocative [pr v k t v]

The provocative thinker Sunaura Taylor speaks out against the tyranny of ableism.

proximity [pr k s m ti] n. the state of being near 

She was not stimulated by the proximity of violence and privation.

prudent [ pru:dnt] circumspect, 
provident

The spokesman gave no reason for the abrupt cancellation, but said that al-Baghdadi no longer felt that meeting with Penn would 
prudent

prying ['praii ]

Stubbs, Westworld’s hunky head of security, is apparently the only one other than Bernard who has noticed that poor Elsie, 
Bernard’s prying assistant, vanished two episodes ago.

pseudonym [ su:d n m] n. a name that someone uses instead of his or her real name 

pseudonym in 1858. 

pugnacious [p g ne s] truculent, belligerent

It’s probably what you’d expect from someone with a personality not unlike our President’s—thin-skinned and pugnacious, with a 
tendency to treat women as chattel.

puncture [ p kt ] (1)v. to weaken, damage, or destroy suddenly or in a way that causes 
surprise or embarrassment 
(2)v. to make a hole in with a sharp point 

She knew that she had very little time to puncture

purport [p p :t] (1)v. to claim to be or do a particular thing when this claim may not be 
true  
(2)n. the main or general meaning of something 

In its title and introduction, the book purports
actual analysis of Wharton’s work, it is marked by a very old-fashioned approach.

purveyor [p r ve ] n. one that purveys supplier

purview [ p
or knowledge 

purview, Rouquier maintains a documentary-based interest in the details of farm life and in family 
relations.

put to rest phrase. eliminated

In American Indian art, the supposed distinction between modern and traditional was fabricated by critics, and when artists have 
control over interpretation of their own work, the distinction appear, happily, to have been put to rest.

quaff [kw f] v. to drink a large amount of quickly imbibe 

Press it to your lips and quaff, quaff till you’re breathless.

qualify [ kw l fa ]
activity 
(2)v. to limit or modify the meaning of 

Later in the book, the author takes pains to qualify the claims she had made earlier, as though she recognizes their implausibility 
and wants to quell skepticism by narrowing their scope. 

qualm [kw m] n. a feeling of uneasiness about a point 

quash [kw ] (1)v. to suppress or extinguish summarily and completely 

The difference is that, in the past, Brazilian politicians could quash any investigation that threatened them.
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query ['kw r ] v. to ask questions or express doubt about 

The anthropologist queried the claim that the Neanderthal remains must represent an immediate family because they belong to 
the same mitochondrial lineage, noting that some chimpanzees with identical mitochondrial are not closely related. 

quiescent [kwi esnt] abeyant, calm

quiescent and economic growth still tepid, there isn’t a good case for 
raising rates.

quirky ['kw :k ] unconventional

The reissue of Moore’s original work will shift the perception of Moore from a quirky but somewhat cold formalist to a restlessly 
imaginative experimenter.

quixotic [kw k s t k] idealistic

quixotic sense of humor.

quotidian [kw t di n] workday

quotidian practices, including cooking and 
eating, inform their work.

radical [ ræd k l]
most people 

What I’m trying to cultivate is not blind optimism but what the philosopher Jonathan Lear calls radical hope. 

raillery [ re l ri] banter 

Instead, the movie plunges into the mid-sixteen-seventies, with Charles II (John Malkovich) long since restored to the throne and 
an elegant raillery unloosed upon the stage.

rally [ ræli] v. to muster for a common purpose 

The true believers are persistent, critiquing each new study that challenges their views, and rallying to the defense of 
disgraced researchers whose work was retracted.

rampant [ ræmp nt] luxuriant 

rampant misinformation.

rant [rænt] (1)v. to talk loudly and in a way that shows anger 
(2)v. to scold vehemently 

diatribe

Trump has been on the road for the past couple of days, continuing the scorched-earth campaign he set out on last week, 
ranting about a giant conspiracy involving the "global power structure," a nefarious media, and the Hillary Clinton campaign.

rapacious [r pe s] avaricious

In general, my friend loathes what he perceives as the rapacious capitalist cynicism of all the money-grubbing liars.

rapprochement [ræ'pr m ] n. the development of friendlier relations between countries or groups of 
people who have been enemies 

reconciliation 

rapprochement with Havana.

rationale [ ræ n :l] n. the reason or explanation for something 

rationale for those groups’ existence.

rattle [ rætl] v. to make nervous 

The occasional mix-ups rattle candidates on the trail despite the presence of political strategist’s plotting every event 
with the tactical precision of military commanders.

reactivate [ri ækt ve t] v. to make it work again after a period in which it has not been working 

reactivate the past—an attitude 
that hurt him during his legal proceedings.
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readable [ ri:d bl] intelligible

readable.

realize [ ri: la z] (1)v. to understand or become aware of 
(2)v. to achieve 

achieve

The painter’s problem, like that of an author whose early literary masterpiece exhausts the themes it embodies, is how to realize 

rebuff [r b f] v. to refuse in a rude way 

Immediately after Macron’s victory last week, Merkel and other German politicians appeared to rebuff Macron’s proposals.

recalcitrant [r kæls tr nt]

recant [r kænt] v. to publicly say that you  no longer have an opinion or belief that you 
once had 

repudiate

average fuel economy to 54.5 miles per gallon, a pledge they now hope to recant. 

recapitulate ['rik 'p t 'let] v. to give a brief summary of something 

Thinking that she could add credibility and detail to his work on the sporelike cells, he asked her to recapitulate the study, 
employing the latest techniques in stem-cell research. 

recast [ ri: k :st] v. remodel, refashion 

Anthropologist Jane Goodall was stalwart in her determination to anthropomorphize the animals she observed with such 
empathy, and so resisted her editors’ attempt to recast her descriptions in more dispassionate language.

reckon [ rek n] (1)v. to regard or think of as 
(2)v. estimate, compute 

gauge 

reckon with 

recoil [r k l] v. to quickly move away from something that is shocking, frightening, or 
disgusting 

shrink 

Modern readers may recoil, or laugh; so did some nineteenth-century ones, among them Mark Twain, who, in 1870, wrote a 

reconciliation [ rek ns li e n] n. the act of causing two people or groups to become friendly again 
after an argument or disagreement 

rapprochement 

Is reconciliation

recondite [ rek nda t] esoteric, arcane, 
abstruse 

His works bristle with recondite

recrudescent [,ri:kru:'desnt] resurgent

Ironically, it was when Russia was ruled by a Georgian—Stalin—that cruelty toward people of the Caucasus was most 
vehemently recrudescent.

redouble [,ri'd bl] v. to greatly increase the size or amount of 

Which Republicans in the Senate and House might redouble their commitment to the Russia investigation, and which will 

redundant [r 'd nd nt]

Measuring these parameters accurately enough might even make the race itself redundant, allowing the winner to be anointed in 

regular ['r l ] abundant

Precipitation is not regular

rehabilitate [ ri: b l te t] v. to restore to a former state restore 

The treatment program implemented there was contingent upon the idea that work itself proffers enough distraction and purpose 
to help rehabilitate an addict.
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rehash [ ri: hæ ] v. to present again in a slightly different form recycle

I'm hoping that, if we lose, it's in a super-undramatic way that won't be memorable enough for ESPN to rehash to death.

rein [re n] v. to control or direct with or as if with reins 

Trump can rescind any of Obama’s executive orders at the stroke of a pen, and he can shift the regulatory machinery of the 
executive branch so that Obama’s climate-change plan and rules reining in Wall Street are upended.

reinvent [ ri n v nt]

Women who reinvent themselves are as varied as their ambitions for distinction.

rejection [r 'd ek n] liberation from

rejection of the populist wave that 
led to Brexit and Trump.

relic [ rel k] n. something that is from a past time, place, culture, etc. vestige

In 2017, Linkin Park’s sound—a convulsive and visceral synthesis of rock, rap, and industrial music—feels like a curious relic of 
some long-ago era.

relief [r li:f] n. the removal or reducing of something that is painful or unpleasant respite

An organization worked to bring relief to Houston residents following the disaster. It didn’t occur to them that they were victims, 
too.

relinquish [r 'l kw ] v. to give up cede

relinquish the thing you loved, then you relinquish the part of yourself that loved 
it.

relish [ rel ] delight in

When I was young it meant time with my dad, and now that I’m a father myself I relish the long summer days spent with my own 
children.

reluctant [r l kt nt]
eager to do something 

unwilling, loath 

Some displaced people have returned, reluctantly, to Mosul, Ablaha told me, because the local government said they would 

remarkable [r 'm k bl]

remarkable, virtuosic collections from young poets.

remedy [ rem di] (1)n. a medicine or treatment that relieves pain or cures a usually minor 
illness 
(2)n. a way of solving or correcting a problem 
(3)v. to solve, correct, or improve 

panacea

Steve goes into the bathroom at the party in search of a remedy. While he’s going through Chloe’s medicine cabinet, he keeps 
an eye out for prescriptions that might be suppressing her desire for him.

remiss [r m s] dilatory 

The F.B.I. would be remiss to turn a blind eye to such collaborations.

renaissance ['r n s ns] n. a period of new growth or activity revival

renaissance

render [ r nd ] v. to reproduce or represent by artistic or verbal means reproduce

reprehensible [,r pr 'h ns bl] deplorable

Sessions all the more reprehensible.

repudiate [r t] (1)v. to refuse to accept or support 
(2)v. to refuse to having anything to do with ...

recant

President Trump’s remarks today repudiate his forced remarks yesterday about the KKK and neo-Nazis.

requisite [ rekw z t] essential
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He also has the requisite

resemblance [r zembl ns] n. the state of looking or being like someone or something else homogeneity

The new show stars the alter kakers George St. Geegland and Gil Faizon, who bear a curious resemblance to the comedians 
John Mulaney and Nick Kroll.

reserved [r z :vd]

 

Even the man was reserved in his speech, he thoroughly understood his mother, which made him far from simple as people 
usually thought.

resolve [r z lv]

(3)n. a strong determination to do something 

tenacity

resolve, the tempered steel beneath the sleek suits. 

resonate [ rez ne t] (1)v. to have particular meaning or importance for someone 

(2)v. to continue to produce a loud, clear, deep sound for a long time 

(3)v. to relate harmoniously 

ring true

I would like to stop reading about this disaffected sliver of the electorate and instead read about attempts to mobilize progressives 
and people of color around a platform that might even resonate with W.W.C. voters, wherever they live.

respite [ respa t] n. an interval of rest or relief lull, relief, break

respite

responsive [r sp ns v]

responsive to the interests 

restive [ rest v]
change 

fractious

restive Norwegian 
housewife, walking out on her husband, Torval

restorative [r st :r t v] tonic

restorative tonics, but he won’t call it 
vegetarian.

restrain [r stre n] (1)v. to prevent from doing something 
(2)v. to keep under control 

Even there he can’t restrain himself from the already-clichés of the series, and vitiates the mighty and terrifying vision of sexual 
violence, moral horror, and emotional dislocation with grandstanding ornamental fancies.

resurgent [r 's d nt]

In a climate of resurgent
triumphant.

retain [r te n]

On Sunday, the people of France annoyingly retained their traditional right to claim intellectual superiority over Americans, as 

reticent [ ret snt]

The music sometimes surges in a big wave, but the choreography will be reticent

retreat [r tri:t] n. movement away from a place or situation especially because it is 
dangerous, unpleasant, etc. 

Residents who initially opposed the retreat came around after repeated inundations, and the government’s initiative helped not 
only them but also many thousands of others downstream.

reverence ['r v r ns] n. honor or respect that is felt for or shown to veneration
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reverence.

reverse [r 'v s] v. to change to an opposite state or condition 

reverse North Korea’s years of progress in math and science.

revision [r v n] n. a change or a set of changes that corrects or improves something emendation

Last year, Gold pulled the production from Theatre for a New Audience’s upcoming schedule, citing artistic differences—
apparently his revision of the text was too out-there. 

revolutionary [ rev lu: n ri]

After the death of revolutionary
eliminated the position of Prime Minister and transferred power to an executive President.

riddle [ r dl] n. a mystifying, misleading, or puzzling question posed as a problem to 
be solved or guessed 

conundrum, enigma, 
puzzle

Pericles falls in love with a princess, then, by correctly guessing the answer to a riddle, discovers that she’s ensnared in an 
incestuous relationship with her tyrannical father, the king, who threatens to kill him.

ridicule [ r d n. the act of making fun of someone or something in a cruel or harsh 
way 

derision

As of late Saturday, the plans for the protest had drawn ridicule from Kellyanne Conway, a trusted Trump adviser.

rigor ['r g ] n. the quality or state of being very exact, careful, or strict 

rigor of Fitzgerald’s thinking, the book suggests that he was ensnared by the very social 
trappings he disdained.

ring true phrase. resonate

Caricature can be revealing as well as amusing, and Ager’s novel is both: Ager’s delineation of class, ethnic, and 
generational struggle is exaggerated for comical effect, but it rings true nonetheless. 

risible [ r z bl] ludicrous 

A belief that we are exempt from the true horrors of human behavior and the accompanying false sense of security have led to 
nearly risible responses to Trumpism.

ritualize [ r t u la z] v. to make a ritual of ...

In the same way that poker ritualizes capitalism and North Korea’s mass games ritualize totalitarianism, the people’s mike 
ritualizes horizontalism. 

robust [r b st] strong

This aesthetic of robust preciousness is so much a part of our lives now that we take much of it for granted.

routine [ru: ti:n]

has become almost routine.

row [ro] n. a noisy disturbance or quarrel 

The incipient row regarding taxes could affect trade between the two countries much more than the festering dispute 
over banana imports, which has been going on for years. Unfortunately, the trade regulators seem to be ignoring both 
disagreements.

rudimentary [ ru:d mentri] primitive, sketchy, 
embryonic, sketchy, 
elemental

Most of our industries require people who can read, write, and do arithmetic, even in a rudimentary way.

rule out phrase. preclude

Analysis for the structural feather that were thought to rule out kinship between the two species prompted an investigation that 
dispelled that presumption and revealed that the two share a family history. 

ruminate ['rum net] v. to think carefully and deeply about something 
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I knew that whatever happened I would ruminate upon this case for years.

[ sækr fa s] n. something given up or lost 

Punk is contingent upon the body, and there are few artists whose physical  has felt as generative or as essential as 
Iggy Pop’s.

sacrosanct [ sækr sæ kt]

its sacrosanct

safeguard ['sef rd] v. to make safe or secure preserve

At its head sat a barely literate man, rude and reckless, a rascally treasure hunter installed by a beleaguered group of purists 
eager to safeguard their privileges and padlock their ranks.

salient [ se li nt] visible, prominent, 
obtrusive, 
conspicuous

It is in this respect that Le Pen’s book seems most salient at the present, when women in several countries are playing crucial 
roles in promoting and sanitizing far-right populism. 

salubrious [s 'lubr s]

The fare in this shanty doesn’t follow today’s trends, which insist that the ocean’s bounty should be light, salubrious, and, 
hopefully, mercury free. 

salutary [ tri]
unpleasant has happened 

He also gave us a salutary fable, showing how vital that new arrival’s contribution might be—how it might enrich a culture that 
extends back before even forgotten Anglo-Saxon chiefs—when good will prevails.

salvational

sanctimonious [ sæ kt m ni s] preachy, didactic

sanctimonious guy I ever met in my life, or the most arrogant.

sanction [ sæ k n] (1)n. an action that is taken or an order that is given to force a country 
to obey international laws by limiting or stopping trade with that country, 
by not allowing economic aid for that country, etc. 

endorse

And if anyone shall be led by his cupidity or arrogance to break this truce, by the authority of God and with the sanction of this 

sanguine [ sæ gw n] optimistic

Hafner is sanguine

sanity [ sæn ti] (1)n. the condition of having a healthy mind 

In the interim, there are lots of ways to get involved and retain your sanity.

sartorial [s r't r l]

sartorial choices of 
today’s youth.

scant [skænt] limited

Rappers and punks are among the only folks getting paid in cash these days, anyway: scant amounts handed off in full, ahead of 
the set, no matter whether the cops shut the show down or no

scarce [ske s]

As water and food become increasingly scarce, neighbor will turn against neighbor.

scaremonger [ ske m g ] n. one inclined to raise or excite alarms especially needlessly 
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He was a scaremonger

schism [ sk z m] n. a division among the members of a group that occurs because they 
disagree on something 

factiousness 

The biggest schism today is between Al Qaeda and isis, the world’s two deadliest terrorist groups.

scorn [sk :rn]

scrutinize [ skru:t na z] v. to examine carefully especially in a critical way 

scrutinize
lack of rehabilitation services during and after incarceration, and the role of systemic racism.

secondhand ['sek nd'hænd]

I was still tacking down the secondhand Persian carpet on the stairs as these people walked in.

secure [s ] (1)v. to get secure usually lasting possession or control of capture, earn

secure the votes of the poor by handing out cheap 
food and entertainment.

self-aggrandizing ['self 'grænd ] 

This might not surprise you if you are familiar with O’Reilly’s self-aggrandizing

self-defeating [ s lfd ]  

self-effacing feisi ]

Canadians, like all self-effacing secret egomaniacs, would, if so charged, profess shock.

self-evident [self 'ev d nt] manifest

Here was a harder truth, which seemed both shameful and self-evident: for a person of color, assimilation in America is akin to 
the physical manifestation of Zeno’s dichotomy paradox.

self-perpetuating [ selfp ]

His company, no mere local startup, is a self-perpetuating engine of innovation, built around continuity, development, delegation, 
and mentorship.

seminal [ sem nl]
later 

seminal photography collection of the eighties, capturing the era’s lawless 
bohemianism.

senescence [s nesns] n. the state of being old or the process of becoming old decrepitude

The senior Methfessels were Bishop’s age, but were conservative Pennsylvania country-club Republicans with whom Methfessel 
senescence.

sequential [s kwen l] successive

In place of brutal detentions and bigotry, the musical presents sequential lessons in toleration: a Muslim passenger, the victim of 
unearned suspicion, is shown to be a benevolent chef, worthy only of affectionate respect. 

sequester [s 'kw st ] v. to set apart 

sequester himself with Conkling, but he ended up spending much of this period by himself, a lonely 
widower often weeping inside his Lexington Avenue brownstone.

sever [ sev ] v. to put or keep apart 

severed ties with the exclusive, Trump-owned resort.

shackle [ ækl] (1)n. something that prevents people from acting freely 
(2)v. to put shackles on  

shackle to bind the hero while the villain, in the 
next room, plies his demonic trade.

shallow [' ælo]
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shallow and arbitrary.

sham [ æm] n. cheep falseness 

sham populist.

shirk [ :k] v. to avoid doing something that you are supposed to do 

symbol for pop stars who can afford to shirk the demands of old-fashioned hitmaking.

shoddy [' di]

us how shoddy our craftsmanship is, then go back to Mexico, which they prefer.

short-lived [ :t la vd, - l vd] ephemeral 

the sense of moral clarity and righteousness, proved to be short-lived.

shortcoming [ :tk m ] n. an imperfection or lack that detracts from the whole fault

Ambition is a necessary quality for anyone who wants to be President. But Hillary Clinton’s ambition is often portrayed as a 
shortcoming.

shrewd [ ru:d] canny, artful

The shrewd dark comedy, starring Alia Shawkat, basically invents a new genre: the noir sitcom.

shriek [ ri:k] v. to make a loud, high-pitched cry caterwaul

She shrieked as I imagined an eagle would shriek.

shrink [ r k] (1)v. to quickly move away from something shocking, frightening, or 
disgusting 
(2)v. to become smaller in amount, size, or value 

recoil 

shrink

shun [ n] v. to avoid eschew

Tin’s experience highlights a blind spot in the global investment community, which has been eager to throw cash at the next food-
delivery or ride-sharing app but tends to shun products by and for women.

shy away [ ai wei] phrase. 

unavoidable, that it is an intrinsic part of human existence, and that if one does not shy away, but steadfastly meets unexpected 

sidestep [ sa dstep] v. bypass, evade circumvent

sidestep common pop tropes, and who stoke young devotees aspiring to a similar tone.

sift ['s ft]
valuable 

It was telling that Biden had to sift

signal [ s gn l] (1)n. sign, indication 
(2)v. to be a sign of 

signaled
the subsequent tradition.

signify [ s gn fa ] v. to be a sign of betoken 

His words increasingly signify his confusion about who he is and what he has got himself into.

simmer with phrase. 

simplicity [s m pl s ti] (1)n. the state of being simple, uncomplicated, or uncompounded 
(2)n. lack of subtlety or penetration  

artlessness

GRE

 

GRE GRE 7.0



Günter Seeger is a new European-accented place that serves ten-course meals with exquisite simplicity.

singular [ s l ]

 
unique

The Queens producer’s songs beguile with their singular focus, as on her self-titled E.P. of whispery slow-blooming dance tunes.

skeptical ['skept k l] unimpressed

Republicans are skeptical

sketchy [ sket i] rudimentary, 

undeveloped

He plans to keep Photoshopping his daughter into sketchy

skittish ['sk t ] restive, fractious

Pair with oversized sunglasses for a touch of glam, and chuckle knowingly at the skittish twentysomethings on the other side of 

skullduggery [sk l d ri] n. secret or dishonest behavior or activity 

Once upon a time, the quaint bend in this serpentine alley (previously known, unsubtly, as the Blood Angle) abetted all manner of 
ambushes and skullduggery during gang warfare.

slapdash [ slæpdæ ]

slapdash manner, it shares overly much in the very media gloss that it lampoons; the movie is both soigné 
and clumsy, unable to break through its own sheen.

sleazy ['sli z ] sordid

sleazy

slight [sla t] (1)v. to offend or insult disparage

On Sunday, the vibe in Hopkinsville was a charged laziness, calm but anticipatory, and the weather was humid enough to leave a 
slight sheen covering everyone’s skin.

slippery [ sl p ri] elusive

Time may seem slippery and maddeningly abstract, but it’s also deeply intimate, infusing our every word and gesture.

sluggish [ sl g ] dilatory, listless

Sharon Jones sang and moved in a way that seemed so pure and instinctive it made every other performer in her orbit appear 
calculated and sluggish by comparison.

slumberous ['sl mb r s] lethargic 

I don’t know the answer, but if the notoriously squeamish and slumberous members of the Academy can pull themselves 

slur [sl :] (1)n. an insulting or disparaging remark or innuendo 
(2)v. to make indistinct ...

aspersion

I think cultural appropriation is a racial slur against white people.

smother [ sm ] (1)v. to try to keep from happening 
(2)v. to kill by depriving of air 

Musicals often smother

snag [snæg] hitch

snag on Tuesday, when the remaining countries on his itinerary announced that they would 
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snobbish [ sn :b ]

snub [sn b] v. to ignore in a deliberate and insulting way slight 

The university’s once snubbed
department of management and marketing.

sobering [ s b r ] staid

sobering reminder that sexist behavior can’t easily be 
stamped out through rules alone.

sociable ['s bl]
species 

gregarious

At the Rock County Job Center, Matt took a test called JobFit. The test assessed his manual dexterity, math skills, and 
sociability, and concluded that he should become a database developer, a podiatrist, or a nurse.

solemn [ s l m] somber 

solemn-faced children, it’s also true that his pictures evoke delight more often than dread.

solidarity [ s l dær ti] n. a feeling of unity between people who have the same interests, 
goals, etc. 

camaraderie

Last week, Pope Francis brought his message of solidarity to the ancient world and the new.

somber ['s mb ] solemn 

At the Bill Cosby trial this week, concerning the comedian’s alleged sexual assault of Andrea Constand, two witnesses have 
somber courtroom.

somnolent [ s mn l nt] lethargic

It was 5:30 a.m. Honolulu time, on February 28th, when the somnolent
Hawaii congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard.

soothe [su: ] (1)v. by please by or as if by attention or concern 
(2)v. relieve, alleviate 

soothe the real ones. 

sophist [ s f st] (1)n. a captious or fallacious reasoner 
(2)n. philosopher 

certain variety of smug sophist

sophisticated
[s 'f st ket d]

sophisticated searching curiosity about what impels people—makes them the way they are.

sordid ['s d d]

sordid

sound [sa nd] unassailable, valid

Although the vast weight of evidence supports the contention that the products of agricultural biotechnology are 
environmentally sound

sovereignty [ s vr nti] (1)n. unlimited power over a country 
(2)n. a country’s independent authority and the right to govern itself 

On Saturday, Hong Kong will mark the twentieth anniversary of the British handover of sovereignty. 

GRE

 81

GRE GRE 7.0



spartan [ sp :tn] (1
comfort 
(2)n. a person of great courage and self-discipline 

I grew up as a bike rider in Manhattan, and I also worked as a bike messenger, where I absorbed the spartan, libertarian, every-
man-for-himself ethos.

specious [ spi: s] a a
fabricated, spurious

U specious claim that he 
was a Communist stooge. 

spectacular [spek l ] a dramatic 

The same is not true of Venus at thirty-six, though she is still capable of playing spectacular matches.

speculation [ sp le n] n. ideas or guesses about something that is not known conjecture

iscrepancies in ISIS’s claim of responsibility for the Manchester bombing have spurred speculation about the organization’s 
command of foreign operations.

spontaneous [sp n te ni s] a
thought or planning 

intuitive 

In fact, there was only one fully spontaneous moment I witnessed, not at the Convention but on MSNBC, once the news that 
Melania’s speech had plagiarized Michelle Obama’s leaked from Twitter.

sporadic
[sp 'ræd k] a o

sporadic appearances, 
materializes at Brooklyn Bowl.

spur [sp :] v. to incite to action or accelerated growth or development foster

w spur a 
revival of a made-in-America industry in the city.

spurious [ sp ri s] a a

For years, spurious

Day 7 I have nothing to offer but blood, boil, tears and sweat.

spurn [sp :n] v. to refuse to accept 

Even the album’s cover art explicitly channels the mind-set of teen-agers and twentysomethings who, liberated by the Internet, 
spurn labels and celebrate eccentricity.

square with [skw  wi ] phrase. ... conform to 

Eve it 
does not square with his moderate political record.

stability [st b l ti] n. the quality or state of something that is not easily changed or likely to
change 

order

What matters most are those things that endure for decades and centuries: democracy, rule of law, a civilian-led military, political 
stability, and freedom of speech and movement.

stagnate [stæg'ne t] v. to stop developing, progressing, moving, etc. 

It anatomized how the federal government was failing to enforce immigration laws, and how immigration was causing wages to 
stagnate and unemployment to persist. 

staid [sted] a sober

T staid
professionals, all scruff and asymmetrical haircuts.

stale [ste l] a banal 

He travelled with a collection of old newspapers and stale crackers; he liked to wear several layers of clothing.

stalwart [ st :lw t] (1
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year and a half ago, the world got a new heavyweight boxing champion, when an unpredictable Englishman named Tyson Fury 
found a way to wrangle Wladimir Klitschko, the stalwart Ukrainian.

stanch [st nt ]

stanch it.

standstill [ stændst l] n. a state in which all activity or motion is stopped 

The crowd below was at a standstill, necks craning, phones out to record the moment.

startling ['st rtl ]

Shortly after an amiable meeting with the Emir of Qatar, President Trump threw him under the diplomatic bus in a series of 
startling tweets.

starvation
[st r've n] n. suffering or death caused by having nothing to eat or not enough to 

eat 

The modern reader will recognize these as symptoms of anorexia, the means by which the body struggles to stave off the effects 
of its own starvation.

stasis [ stes s] inertia

staunch [st nt ]

Antonin Scalia, a staunch conservative and a standard-bearer for the legal philosophy known as originalism.

stave off [ste v f] phrase. forestall

I get something new from it every time that I read it, and the most recent time I found a quiet koan in it about how only hard work 
and human ingenuity can stave off our profoundest existential loneliness.

stem [stem] (1)v. to check or go counter to 
(2)v. to occur or develop as a consequence 

check

stem from the puritanical values of self-improvement 
and self-examination.

sterling [ st :l ]

Given the sterling reputation of the committees and the exhaustive nature of its investigation, it would be unreasonable to 

[ sta v. to stop from doing or expressing something shackle

 speech
—but it enraged people on the right, many of whom were already deeply skeptical of the puppet masters in Silicon Valley.

stingy [ st nd i] parsimonious 

diametrically opposed artistic faults. One is too sumptuous, the other too stingy.

strain [stren] v. to make violent efforts 

['stræt fa d] hierarchical

 country. 

striking [ stra k ]
qualities 

Vang writes strikingly
trial.

strip away [strip wei] phrase. to remove it completely remove, divest

Jackie Wullschlager's biography of Hans Christian Andersen stripped away the insipid sweetness with which Andersen coated 
his life and reveals a vulnerable gingerbread man with a bitter almond where his heart should be.

stubborn [ st b n] intractable

Grain elevators are a stubborn
grain
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stun [st n] v. to surprise or upset very much 

away from the park with pepper balls and stun grenades. 

stymie [ sta mi] v. to stop from doing something or to stop from happening hinder

How could one mouse seemingly stymie

subordinate [s b :d n t]

(3)n. someone who has less power or authority than someone else 

the images never seem either subordinate to performance or constraining of it. 

subsidize ['s bs 'da z] v. to help someone or something pay for the costs of 

Uchitelle thinks we ought to subsidize manufacturing more, and more rationally.

subtle
['s tl]

subtle

successive [s k ses v]  sequential 

Against the complex techniques of postwar Western composition, Riley, a native Californian, posited a piece with a one-page 
successive, overlapping waves.

succumb [s k m] (1)v. to stop trying to resist something 
(2)v. to die 

yield

President Obama urged Americans not to succumb to fear. We may not be up to it.

suffocate [ s f ke t] (1)v. to impede or stop the development of 
(2)v. to stop the respiration of 

suffocate in their makers’ intentions. 

sullen [ s l n] surly, grumpy 

sullen look.

[ su:p f l] shallow, sketchy

North Korea represents a chance for the American and Chinese Presidents to move beyond moments of  
understanding.

[su: p s]

.

superlative [su: p :rl t v] praiseworthy

supplant [s pl :nt] v. to take the place of 

supplant

supple ['s pl]

breaks 

He wrote his own songs, creating irresistible melodies with seeming ease; he had a supple voice with an impressive range, 
capable of crazy falsetto, effortless belting, real intimacy.

supplicate ['s plikeit] v. to ask humbly and earnestly of entreat, solicit

You look into the victims’ faces: some have already given up, while one or two beg, supplicate, appeal to the humanity of the 
men with the guns.
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suppress [s 'pr s] v. to end or stop by force 

The fact that the government can’t suppress it, even in a time of growing alarm about the rise of hate crimes, reveals our 
uniquely optimistic faith in free expression as protection against tyranny.

surfeit [ s :f t] n. an amount that is too much or more than you need glut, plethora

they fall over, splaying their arms, smacking their thighs—a surfeit of unworried vulgarity.

surly [ s :li] sullen 

surly, except to drinkers who could 
place in a Rick Rubin lookalike contest.

surmise [s ma z]
truth 
(2)n. a thought or idea based on scanty evidence 

infer 

One might also surmise that Brennan had reached a bogeyman’s conclusion about the recent demographics of Crown Heights.

surrender [s rend ]
that you will not win or succeed 
(2)v. to give the control or use of to someone else 

The establishment need not surrender before the battle has really even begun.

surreptitious [ s r p t s]

We are deeply concerned that if surreptitious, unauthorized videos or recordings were made, these individuals could make 
deceptive edits to create unfair, malicious, and false impressions.

susceptible [s 's pt bl]

In the Antarctic Peninsula, which extends farther north than other parts of the continent and is thus more susceptible to global 

sustain [s ste n] (1)v. to provide what is needed for to exist, continue, etc. 
(2)v. to hold up the weight of 

By creating a single currency without the institutions to sustain it, the E.U. wound up with low growth, high unemployment, and 
popular disaffection.

sway [swe ]
another 

Can Obama’s hope sway

sweeping ['swip ]

It was the pictures themselves that conveyed a sweeping and indelible portrait of American poverty, and continued Richards’s 
work as a descendant of photographers from Jacob Riis to Walker Evans.

sycophantic [ s k 'fænt k] obsequious, adulating 

Throughout the 2016 Presidential race, the Enquirer embraced Trump with sycophantic fervor. 

sympathetic [s mp ' et k]
situation 

Anti-Trump conservatives have responded to its largely empathetic portrait of poor, white Americans, which they see as an 

synonymous [s n n m s] tantamount

Tim Ho Wan, long synonymous

synoptic [s 'n pt k] abridged

synoptic Bournes.

synthesis [ s n s s] n. something that is made by combining different things fusion

In 2017, Linkin Park’s sound—a convulsive and visceral synthesis of rock, rap, and industrial music—feels like a curious relic of 
some long-ago era. 
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taciturn [ tæs t :n] laconic, terse, curt

On Wednesday afternoon, the constitutionally taciturn McConnell took questions from the press for almost half an hour. 

tactless ['tæktl s]

Yanagihara deftly outlines the trials of JB, a brilliant but tactless painter.

taint [te nt] (1)v. to contaminate morally 
(2)v. to affect with putrefaction 
(3)n. something that causes a person or thing to be thought of as bad, 
dishonest, etc. 

Today, the profession risks protecting itself from the taint of politics by withholding expertise from a vital public debate—a 
situation that seems no less irresponsible.

tantamount [ tænt ma nt] synonymous

The Freedom Caucus and the Republican Study Committee, separately said that they will vote against reform bills that include 
tax credits, which they argue are tantamount to a new entitlement program.

taxing [ tæks ] arduous

On his latest recording, he plays some of the most taxing piano writing ever put on paper with stupefying effortlessness.

tedious [ ti:di s] dreary, boring

If it wants to compete in the contemporary landscape that it helped to create, it might do better to study the timeless relevance of 
tedious

teem with [ti:m] [w ] phrase. 

Alan Moore’s graphic novels teem with superhumans and phantasms; he himself has spent his life in quiet Northampton, which 
inspired his latest work.

temper [ temp ] v. to make less severe or extreme  modulate, mitigate, 
neutralize

temper their earthy sweetness.

temperate ['temp r t] dispassionate

legislator with a serious and temperate

temporary ['temp r r ]

temporary
admit anyone with valid immigrant visas.

tenacity [t 'næs t ] n. the quality or state of being very determined to do something resolve, endurance

tenacity.

tendentious [t n'd n s]

Lawler’s tendentious critics lumber past the sense of a personal drama—ethics at odds with aesthetics, and rigor with yearning
—that makes her by far the most arresting artist of her kind.

tenuous [ s] exiguous

A tenuous partisan coalition exists in the Senate, and its cohesion depends upon McConnell’s power to persuade.

tepid [ tep d]

The potholder loom I gave your child last year earned only a tepid thank-you note.

[t 'r f k]

The private, lavishly decorated Hello Kitty room is  for belting out your favorite Cantopop hit.

terrifying ['ter fa ]

That we are paying attention at all—that a belligerent, proudly debauched rock star suddenly seems as if he might be a viable 
candidate for public service—is a terrifying new normal.

terse [t :s] laconic, curt, taciturn, 
succinct 
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terse

testimony [ test m ni] n. proof or evidence that something exists or is true 

Republicans control Congress, and I’m skeptical that Comey’s testimony, as thorough and troubling as it was, will change the 
minds of many Republicans.

thorough [ r ] meticulous

Kraviz posted a thorough analysis on Facebook, explaining precisely how she had used mischievous stylistic digressions and 

thrift [ r ft] n. careful use of money so that it is not wasted 

He presents thrift as liberation rather than as deprivation.

thrill
[ r l] (1)v. to cause to feel very excited or happy 

(2)n. a quivering or trembling caused by sudden excitement or emotion 

It’s a weird thrill to see someone so young hold his own with total aplomb in front of so many people.

thrive [ ra v] v. to grow or develop successfully 

Every child deserves to attend school in a safe, supportive environment that allows them to thrive and grow.

tilt [t lt] n. slant, bias list

The tilt

timely [ ta mli] opportune

With her eerily timely

timid [ t m d]

timid

tolerate [ t l re t] (1)v. to allow to exist, happen, or be done 
(2)v. to put up with 

brook

Many Americans are unsure if they can tolerate that much additional exposure to Rudy Giuliani, a leading psychologist said on 
Wednesday.

tonic [ t n k] restorative

Partly, there’s the tonic
keynotes of material, touch, and scale.

topple ['t pl] v. to remove from power 

topple

tortuous [ t :t u s] convoluted

After weeks of tortuous
September 12th.

totemic [t 'tem k]
totemism 

emblematic

The landscape here is post-volcanic, its population shamanic, and the wildlife totemic, in the form of an owl and a snake. 

tractable [ trækt bl] compliant

unruliness of his blood—that there is a chance that she might never become tractable.

transgress [trænz gres] v. to do something that is not allowed 

When he enters the White House he will continue gleefully transgressing democratic norms, berating his opponents, throwing 
out blatant falsehoods, and seeking to exploit his position for personal gain.
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transient [ trænzi nt]

In extremely unfortunate cases, retrograde and anterograde amnesia can occur in the same individual, who is then said to suffer 
transient

transitory [ træns tri] ephemeral, 
evanescent, 
temporary 

prove as anomalous and transitory

treasure [ tre ] (1)n. something that is very special, important, or valuable 
(2)v. to value very much 

In Lower Silesia, treasure hunters are still looking for Klose’s gold and for other riches. 

tremendous [tr 'm nd s]

tremendously
controversy linking him to the Ku Klux Klan had apparently not hurt him with voters in Alabama.

trenchant [ trent nt] profound, incisive 

The Brooklyn-based musician and producer Eli Smith curates the Brooklyn Folk Festival’s offerings with an eye toward the 
diverse, the spontaneous, the countercultural, and the trenchant.

trepidation [ trep de n] n. a nervous or fearful feeling of uncertain agitation misgiving, 
apprehension

trepidation, since I was one of the co-investigators on the maligned study.

tribute [ tr (1)n. something that you say, give, or do to show respect or affection for 
someone 
(2)n. money or goods that a ruler or country gives to another ruler or 
country especially for protection 

encomium

The video, directed by Brett Haley, is a plainspoken, cinematic tribute to love, interracial marriage, and small-town American 
values.

[ tra ] minimal

Nearly every critic and music-industry professional I know routinely decries the Grammys as , an arbiter of nothing: they 
are too white, too docile, too choked by genre, too long, too loyal to outmoded tropes.

trigger [ tr g ] v. to cause to start or happen 

Unless you spend much time sitting in a college classroom or browsing through certain precincts of the Internet, it’s possible that 
you had not heard of trigger warnings until a few weeks ago, when they made an appearance in the Times.

triumph [ tra mf] n. a great success or achievement success

triumph.

trivial [ tr vi l] inconsequential, 
immaterial

On one level, Nash’s contribution to game theory was highly mathematical, and, ultimately, somewhat trivial.

truculent [ tr l nt] pugnacious, bellicose, 
combative, aggressive

By turns, Bobby was charming and contemptuous, contemplative and enraged, wise and impulsive, truculent and loose. 

truncate [tr 'ket] v. to shorten by or as if by cutting off shorten, foreshorten

truncate 
the characters’ inner lives.

tumultuous [tu'm lt u s]

Here are scenes from a tumultuous time—the victims in Ghouta, the trail of refugees, and the U.N. inspectors looking for 
evidence of an atrocity.

turbid ['t b d]

In her turbid

tyro [ ta r ] novice, neophyte 
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The relationship with Beauvoir propelled this twenty-six-year-old tyro into the highest reaches of French culture.

ubiquitous b kw t s] omnipresent, 
universal

Teremok, a low-key purveyor of Russian staples, is almost comically ubiquitous in Moscow.

umbrage [ mbr d ] n. a feeling of being offended by what someone has said or done 

with politics, as a weapon of partisan umbrage.

unalloyed [ n l d]

unalloyed expectation and—there’s that word again—hope, that it 
seems almost peevish to sound a sour note.

unambiguous [ næm b s]

Much of the discussion—at least, in Germany, France, and Great Britain—is centered on their revelations of Heidegger’s deep-
rooted and unambiguous anti-Semitism.

unassailable [ n se l bl] sound

In the run-up to the Iraq war, many in the mainstream media, including the New York Times, lost their veneer of unassailable 
trustworthiness for many readers and viewers.

unassuming [ n ] modest, humble

Much has been written about the unassuming smile that never leaves that tiny head.

unattainable [ n te n bl]

Throughout the world, young women are compelled, through tradition or religion, to give birth to so many children that a 
reasonable quality of life is unattainable.

unbalanced [ n bæl nst]

ignores others 

unbalanced or 

unblemished [ n blem t] pristine

These people are healthy-looking in an unpremeditated way, their skin unblemished and tanned and their muscles toned.

unbounded [ n ba nd d] immoderate, 
expansive

Trump is vulgarity unbounded, a knowledge-free national leader who will not only set markets tumbling but will strike fear into the 
hearts of the vulnerable and the weak.

unceasing [ n si:s ] unremitting 

The unceasing
unwary passerby from this whimsically elegant wine bar and restaurant.

unchecked [ n t ekt]

The Petraeus case shows that among the people who have the most to lose from unchecked surveillance are the people who 

uncompromising [ n k mpr ma z ]

We naturally associate the composer of the next work, Elliott Carter, with uncompromising modernist dissonance and 
complexity.

undeniable [ nd 'na bl] unquestionable, 
irrefutable

undeniable.

undercut [ nd 'k t] v. to make weaker or less effective subvert, impair, 
undermine

undercut grim imagery.
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undermine [ nd ma n] v. to make weaker or less effective usually in a secret or gradual way impair, subvert, 
undercut

Including them in trade agreements undermines the broader case for free trade, by making it look like exactly what people fear—
a system designed to put corporate interests above public ones.

undo [ n'du] v. to change or stop the effect of 

Even the Islamic State seeks to undo the old borders.

unencumbered [ n n k mb d]

His client confessed that the novelty of being unencumbered had him lying awake nights.

unerring [ n :r ] settled 

Greer pinpoints the "tiny hidden madnesses in ordinary people" with unerring accuracy, and, in prose littered with sparks, makes 
palpable the longing for the celestial.

uneven [ n i:vn]

uneven 
bars.

unexampled [ n g'z :mpld] novel

Mass incarceration on a scale almost unexampled in human history is a fundamental fact of our country today—perhaps the 
fundamental fact, as slavery was the fundamental fact of 1850.

unexceptional [ n k sep nl] nondescript

Gessen is most illuminating when she details the historical accidents that allowed an unexceptional bureaucrat to rule Russia.

unfathomable [ n'fæ m bl]

unfathomable cruelty.

unfeeling [ n ]

It’s almost pathological, his inability to distinguish his lovers from one another; and yet he doesn’t strike me as a bad guy, or even 
an unfeeling one.

[ n ] unfatigued 

He wrote with  passion on art, society, religion, rocks, clouds, economics, Egyptology, war, and women, with an 
instinctive grasp of all but the last.

[ nt ]

unfounded [ n fa nd d]
groundless, 
unwarranted

President Trump was mostly up to his usual stuff, popping off on social media, peddling unfounded conspiracy theories, and 
generally acting in an alarming, obnoxious manner.

ungainly [ n' enli] awkward 

We’ve come to expect elegance in Olympic victories, but Shaunae Miller’s gutsy, ungainly
women’s four hundred metres reminded us that winning isn’t always pretty.

unimpeachable [ n m pi:t bl] blameless

unimpeachable

uninformative [ n n f :m t v] inscrutable 

But Sontag also warned that context was key—uninformative captions stir the emotions but can obscure the political and moral 
implications.

universal [ v :sl] omnipresent, 
ubiquitous 
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There are many versions of the idea, but the most interesting is what’s called a universal basic income: every year, every adult 
citizen in the U.S. would receive a stipend.

unkempt [ n kempt]

unkempt

unmistakable [ nm ste k bl] decisive

Jones’s touch, always unmistakable, has assumed a new level of intimacy.

unorthodox [ n : d ks] unconventional

Elon Musk, whose unorthodox ideas have met with a checkered record of success, has ambitious—and perhaps unattainable—
plans for an automated car manufacturing.

unostentatious [' n sten'te s] modest

The gestures mean very little to the orchestra, which needs only a precise and unostentatious beat to help it perform, any well-
trained orchestra is quite capable of making their entrances without the prodding of the conductor.

unprecedented [ n pres dent d] abnormal 

unprecedented.

unprepossessing [ n pri:p zes ] unremarkable 

The restaurant’s unprepossessing room and unprepossessing
spirited service.

[ n kw l fa d] unalloyed

unravel [ n'rævl]

unravel
September 26th.

unremitting [ nr m t ] unceasing 

His pictures possess no unity of composition, only unremitting

unseemly [ n'simli] indecorous

It’s a choose-your-own-adventure game in which you play a director on a casting couch trying to get an actress to take off her 
clothes and engage in other unseemly behavior. 

unsettle [ n'setl] v. to make nervous, worried, or upset alarm

to expose and edify so much as to confound and unsettle.

unsurpassed [ ns p :st]

Johan Cruyff’s ability to read the game was unsurpassed

untenable [ n ten bl] baseless

In order to limit the possibility of this untenable change, and restore whiteness to its former status as a marker of national 

untether [ n'te ] v. to free from or as if from a tether divorce

One of ayahuasca’s main effects is to untether

untrammeled [ n'træmld] unrestrained

untrammeled misogyny.

unwarranted [ n w r nt d]
because there is no need or reason for it 

groundless
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unwarranted illusion of control when someone won—and had provided a sense of responsibility 
when someone lost.

unwieldy [ n wi:ldi]
heavy, or complex 

cumbersome

unwieldy questions about modern life.

unwitting [ n'w t ]

The gap in the family's existence where a father used to be is an open wound, and one effect of E.T.—his unwitting mission—is 
to heal it, before he heads back to the stars.

unyielding [ n ] implacable

Ted Cruz is an unyielding debater—and the far right’s most formidable advocate.

upend [ p end] v. to cause to be upside down 

Holmes, who is thirty, is the C.E.O. of Theranos, a Silicon Valley company that is working to upend the lucrative business of 
blood testing. 

upheaval [ p hi:vl]
confusion, anger, etc. 

convulsion

Three of the nation’s largest airlines could be operating under bankruptcy protection in coming weeks, analysts say, the latest 
sign of the industry’s upheaval as it lurches through a historic transformation.

urbane [ : be n]

He was now an urbane

urgent [ :d nt]

urgent manhunt Monday after Lester Holt, the moderator of the 

utilitarian [ l te ri n] functional

utilitarian incentive devised by and put into service by the state.

utopia p ] n. an impractical scheme for social improvement 

utopia, free from the petty tyranny of ratings, and, accordingly, from interference 
by the suits.

utter
[' t ]

(2) v. to say 

utter

vacant [ ve k nt]

The man told St. Petersburg police Thursday he was sleeping in his motorized wheelchair on the porch of a vacant Hooters when 
the attack happened.

vacillation [ væs 'le n] n. inability to take a stand irresolution

Over lunch about a month ago, a friend asked me if I had read any good books recently. After some vacillation, I settled into an 

vacuous [ s] paucity 

Her story is so vacuous as to almost require the imagination to spackle its holes.

vague [ve g] nebulous

vague

vainglorious [,vein' l :ri s]

It’s hard to see how America’s new leader will recoup from a performance so shallow, irreverent, and vainglorious.

valediction [ væl d k n] n. an act of bidding farewell 
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Sometimes you can use a valediction

valorize ['væl ra z] v. to assign value or merit to exalt

The bourgeoisie uses the arts to valorize

vanish [ væn ] v. to disappear entirely without a clear explanation 

His favorite spots were Verchovyna Tavern, on Seventh Street (vanished
would get pignoli cookies (2014).

vaporize ['ve p ra z] (1)v. to change into a vapor or to cause to change into a vapor 
(2)v. to cause to become dissipated 

vaporize falling blocks, 
or save the princess.

vehement [ vi: m nt]

vehemently
of beautiful people.

venal [ vi:nl]

The dramatic device that links the three stories is that of a venal young person who becomes a murderer; yet—as in the 

venerate [ ven re t] v. to feel or show deep respect for honor, respect

Beethoven transformed music—but has veneration

veracity [v ræs ti] n. truth or accuracy 

veracity from historical facts, which the author manipulates in a variety of ways, they’re as intellectually 

verbose [v : b s] prolix, long-winded

My guess is that disciplines that are populated by smart, well-educated people who are good readers but are nevertheless 
characterized by crummy, turgid, verbose, abstruse, abstract, solecism-ridden prose, are usually part of a discipline where the 
vector of meaning.

verisimilitude [ ver s m l n. the quality of seeming real realism

If you come from anything like Angelou’s admired family, you will recognize the verisimilitude
her body into them.

versatile [ v :s ta l]

erratic, capricious

The Redskins knew they'd have the versatile and reliable Jamison Crowder back for 2017.

vestige [ vest d ] n. the last small part that remains of something that existed before relic

The vestiges of Jim Crow live with us every single day.

vigilant ['v d l nt] careful

vigilant and to face the challenge 
of change.

vigorous ['v g r s] spirited

British authorities are promising to prosecute hate crimes committed online as vigorously as those that take place face-to-face, 
recognizing the growth of hate speech on social media and the potential for such crimes to affect large numbers of people.

violate [ va le t] (1)v. break, disregard 
(2)v. interrupt, disturb 

contravene 

A ban on plastic bags came into force Monday in Kenya and those found violating the new regulation could be receive maximum 

virtue [ v :t u:] (1)n. morally good behavior or character 
(2)n. a commendable quality or courage 
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Traditionally, handwriting was elevated to the realm of the virtues. Accordingly, every technology that made writing easier had to 
be treated with contempt.

visible [ v z bl] salient

Repressed by generations of Puritanism, the era longed for bright, visible and blatant beauty presented in a public form the 
simple citizenry could understand.

vitiate [ v ie t] v. to ruin or spoil impair

Hannah’s little smile in the shot that follows, when she’s lodged in the back seat of a taxi behind Adam’s bike and between him 
vitiates the drama, turning it into television.

vitriolic [,v tr ' l k] acerbic, opprobrium 

Like the conversations found on message boards, some of the opinions were vitriolic, if not blatantly racist.

vivacious [v ve s]  

I could not match these facts in my mind with the vivacious woman who greeted me so warmly.

volatile [ v l ta l]

capricious

do when the market is extremely volatile.

voluble ['v bl]

The voluble and irrepressible playwright and director Young Jean Lee swivelled in her seat to take in the audience.

voracious [v re s]

 
prodigious, insatiable

The energy sector, even with the recent drop in oil prices, has a voracious appetite for exploration and drilling.

wane [we n] (1)v. to become smaller or less 
(2)n. a time of phase of gradual decrease 

ebb, decline

Lindsay has been busy since early summer releasing graphs and chart that seem to indicate that the narcotics problem in the city 

was on the wane long before September 1st, when the Rockefeller bill went into effect.

wanting [ w nt ]

That the book’s argument was wanting became clear as soon as reviews appeared: there were holes, and reviewers delighted in 
pointing them out.

wayward [ we w d] errant, unpredictable

In her career as an editor, she pruned and shaped many a writer’s wayward prose into crisp lucidity.

wealth [wel ] (1)n. a large amount of money and possessions 
(2)n. a large amount or number 

profusion

A wealth

['weldi'faind]

He said victory would be , but outlined only vague benchmarks for success.

welter [ welt ] n. a state of wild disorder hodgepodge 

It was thematically strong, bringing to the surface a rich and nasty welter of racism, sexism and disdain not merely for 
elites, but for all expertise.

wherewithal [ we w :l] n. the money, skill, etc., that is needed to get or do something 

Trump also lacks any civilian staffers with the knowledge and wherewithal to put an unconventional solution onto the 
table.

whimsical [ w mz kl] capricious
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She also designed the festival’s whimsical

wide-ranging [ wa d re nd ]

The wide-ranging investigations have swept up many business people, politicians and bureaucrats.

wield [wi:ld] exert

From him and nine others—some who wield corporate power, others who have observed it—here are ten of this year’s most 
memorable quotes about business and the economy, presented in chronological order.

wistful [ w
you want to have or do and especially about something that made you 
happy in the past 

Wistful memories and sweet moments intermingle as she recalls what she has lost and how she has learned to heal herself.

witless [ w tl s] dense

Even if cleared of any wrongdoing, Kushner has shown himself to be witless, if not corrupt.

wondrous ['w ndr s] amazing

Our tiny computers get a little tinier and a little more wonderful. Inevitable wonders eventually cease to be wondrous.

woo [wu] v. to seek to gain or bring about 

Jeb hopes to woo voters with ad featuring worst president in U.S. History.

yield (1)v. to produce or provide 
(2)v. to surrender or submit to another 

succumb, engender, 
output

The nation apparently once held the view that investing in science and even math could yield accomplishments that would be a 
source of national pride.

zealot [ zel t] n. a person who has very strong feelings about something and who 
wants other people to have those feelings 

extremist, ideologue

A violent movement is being whipped up by a new Presidential candidate, Andrew Steele Jarret, a Texas senator and religious 
zealot

zealous [ zel s]
cause, etc. 

impassioned, fervent, 

Africa also serves as a kind of totem, a stand-in for the vague aspirations of his early 20s and his zealous search for increasingly 
dangerous and sometimes illegal adventures.
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